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and environmental sensitivity to enhance the economy and vitality of North Carolina



ncdot.gov eLIFT-NC: Division of Aviation elPP Application

=D
ADVANCE
MOBILITY

©=NC-0O

AAM 101: North Carolina’s
Future in Flight

Advanced Air Mobility (AAM)

Is a general term for aviation innovation including the use of alternative
fuels (like electricity) and new capabilities including vertical takeoff and
landings.
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Acronyms

AAM: Advanced air mobility

eCTOL: Electric conventional takeoff and landing
eVTOL: Electric Vertical Takeoff and Landing
elPP: eVTOL Integration Pilot Program

FAA: Federal Aviation Administration

NAS: National Airspace System

OEM: Original equipment manufacturer

P3: Public—Private Partnership

SIR: Screening information request

SLTT: State, local, tribal and territorial

UAS: Unmanned/uncrewed aircraft system
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ALIA UTOL

All-electric vertical takeoff
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Executive Order (EO) 14307:

Unleashing American Drone Dominance

Establishes the United States will:

e Accelerate the safe commmercialization
of UAS

* Fully integrate UAS, eVTOL and AAM
into the national airspace system (NAS)

« elPP program led by the FAA,
« Similar structure to BEYOND Program

 Enables early AAM flight testing with

operators
« Gathers data needed for future AAM ﬁl#" CTOL
rulemaking All-electric, conventional takeoff

& landing airplane for low -cost
dirport-to=airport missions
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eLIFT-NC Vision

Develop a statewide AAM network

Create a connected aviation ecosystem
for healthcare mobility and disaster
logistics

Create a national model for safe, scalable
AAM integration

Maintain NC's position as a leader in
aviation innovation
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eLIFT-NC Benefits:

» Builds a strong statewide
and regional network

Legend s o s

Phase 1 -Baselineand

Evidence
Phase 2 - Expanded Routes
and Increased Tempo

Phase 3 - eV TOL Hospital e Connects urbanized zones
Pad-to-Pad Operations ol
to rural communities

 Partners with Part 135
operators, OEMs, and
healthcare partners to
establish flight routes

*  Supplements existing
operations or needs

« Supports safe integration of
AAM aircraft into the
National Airspace System
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Transforming Rural Healthcare

Rural communities face unique challenges in accessing
healthcare.

Since 2006, ten rural hospitals in N.C. have
closed or converted to other uses.

) . Today, N.C. has 51 rural hospitals
Rural hospital closures impact access to emergency and spread across 100 counties.

routine care.
[ HIGHEST

eLIFT-NC demonstrates safe, scalable operations that can:

& Provide Improved Patient Mobility through:

S\ « Convenient point-of-care options
* Improved access for individuals

HIGHEST

FINANCIAL RISK

with mobility challenges MID-HIGHEST
Provide Long-Term Return on Investment:
* Healthcare savings and economic Ranked in risk for financial distress
development  Two are ranked in the “highest level”

« Every $1invested in eLIFT could result
in $3 - $5 in economic return over
the next decade

* Fourteen are ranked “mid-highest level.”

% DIVISION OF Source: UNC Chapel Hill. (2025, December 4). Rural Hospital closures. The Cecil
: G. Sheps Center for Health Services Research. hitps//www.shepscenter.unc.edu/
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Partnering for Safe, Scalable eCTOL . _ .
and eVTOL Operations e T

>z Facilitates AAM Commercialization:
« Grows collaborations with original
equipment manufacturers, operators, and

healthcare systems
« Validates and enables AAM business models

Advances National UAS Leadership
« Delivers vital data to inform FAA policies
and strategies

« Establishes a replicable blueprint for safe
eVTOL operations

l

NC

ALTH.

NORTHCAROLIA

—

URBANPORT
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Criteria

What Problems Will This Effort Program Governance
Sotver D
Challenges eLIFT-NC’s Solutions S

ECentral coordinating authority!
eLIFT Program Management Q& forplanning, flightops, |
 safety, data management, and j

f_stakeholder engagement.

Rising costs & supply chain AAM-enabled transport for

issues patients & teams _":" ttei oersih oic :
Workforce shortages Rapid delivery of critical Executive Steering Committee {0 atond fedoral goals, |
Patient demand up 9-10% supplies [ denision ssaniution
by 2034 . . i ;
y : Expand specialty access in oper:t‘iﬁ?,ts sub [ Health Advisory
Rural hospital closures (12 italatens Committee Sub Commiittee
since 2006) Ersmte _— SR
e Transportation barriers & Reduce system strain & ' Arspace 3 Clinical safety )
longer EMS response times optimize capacity i ||s1;$eg:::=::, decisions;
i = aircraft
* Telehealth limits Strengthen statewide | SMe diseinting, | configuration |

. and mission
suitability
for hospital

L partners. 4

airport/ATC

(dee ansga ) healthcare resilience ,_ ]
prcocdiation oy
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pplication

Congress of the Tnited States
Washngton. DL 2033

December 5,2025

The Honorable Bryas Bedford L‘Cﬁn .

Administratof it Sincerely, qress of "}9 @ t

Federal Aviauon _miszn Mg nited &
mownden&e.\\e sW lington, B rf"'ps
Washingion. DC 2051 P B 20515

Dear Administratet Bedford. 6‘%

. Ted Bug
The undersigned members of the Norih Carolin2 Cong:essnunat Delegation 1€ pleased 0 Uniteq d Thom Tifg
support MHorih Carolina’s oppl\cariun for the Federal Axiation .Adminis:mtim's (FAA_) Electric States Seqay is
Vertical Take off and Landing (eVTOL) and Advanced Adx Mobility (AAM) ntegration Pilot or _‘_‘_‘_‘_‘_‘_‘_‘_‘_‘_‘_.‘_‘_‘_%;
Program (e1PP). This application is being submitted BY North Carolina’s Dep™ tof :~.. Thoen Tagg .
Transpomﬂipn('NCDO'D. n partnership " with state health systems, aiscraft Original Equipment N — / Tinited § 5
Manufacturers. airline operators. service providers, and researchh institotions that together reflect 'i,' 174 tates Senator
Horth Carolina’s {ongstanding pationzl |eadership 1t aviation- M w
PF —
As the birthplace of aviation, North Carolina 1akes pride in continuing 1@ Jead the nation i® Member or‘::.“‘bee
aviation mno’ 101 NCDOT manages 2 cgmpsehcnsi\'c Ummﬂdmmaﬁ Systems (UAS) ongress
program with ambitions 1€ accelerats SVTOL and AAM technologY adophion- Through
successfol rechnology deployment and demonstration projects. NCDOT has developed stroPE %{M n
ships in the UAS, VTOL, and AAM space with businesses: 1ocal gove ,and Member of
research ipstivutions- P Ongress
Horth Carolina’s proposed £IPP program structure 18 centered on e design and development of Member of
aew advanced um;goﬂmon petworks 12 puild resiliency and strengthen partn ships among ongress ] )
major fealthcars facilities, atrports, and logistics pubs. This program will improve healthcars for ‘_3\ —Eo
mural residwtsw connecting resources @ fpealth desert CommuITES: The prog all also David Ry l
assist N : developing plans 1© integrate AAM infrastructure at irponts, elipads Member ouzq.
yertiports communy North Carolina’s pilot program would accelerate saIS. eal-world f Congress
of AAM yehicles i . od technologies. i national rulemaking and future
consideration® for pational, S121€: and local trans tion planping:

North Cagolina 15 poised 1© support the Trump p.dmnistmion's ambitious goals 10 accelerate
safe integratiot SfUAS in the National Airspace System, advance domestic commzrcwlizakion
of UAS rechnologies scale, wmgu.!wnme domestic drone industsial base- We urge YOU 1©
give foll and faif consideration 1© NCDOT's eIPP pm'poaal.

DIVISION OF

AVIATION

n



Contact Us

Nick Short, PE, PLS Jason B. Schronce, PE

Director, Division of Aviation Deputy Director of Programs and Planning
nshort2@ncdot.gov jbschronce@ncdot.gov

919-814-0550 919-306-1135

CJ ncdot.gov/aviation

€) oncDivisionOfaviation X @NCAviation NCAviation [ NCDOTDIvisionOfAviation

X @NCDOT ncdotcom n NCDOTcommunications @ ncdotcom

£ XeNesle)) m NCDOT n NCDOTcommunications *=— View All Channels


https://www.linkedin.com/company/ncdot-division-of-aviation/
https://www.youtube.com/ncdotcommunications
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ncdot/albums
https://www.threads.net/%40ncdotcom
https://www.youtube.com/ncdotcommunications
https://www.ncdot.gov/news/social-media/Pages/default.aspx
http://ncdot.gov/aviation
https://twitter.com/ncdot
https://www.facebook.com/NCDOT
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ncdot
https://www.twitter.com/NCAviation
https://www.facebook.com/NCDivisionOfAviation/
https://www.instagram.com/ncdotcom/
https://www.instagram.com/NCAviation/
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