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number of  miles  of  tracks  operated

North Carolina’s Amtrak provides 
3 roundtrips daily to Charlotte, 

Greensboro, Raleigh and 9 other  
North Carolina cities

one of the fastest 
growing passenger 
rail systems in the 
nation in ridership  
and revenue

more than

5,000
miles of regional or statewide 

bicycle and pedestrian  
routes planned major tourism activities

99 public transit systems 
provide transportation 

options to  
residents in all

serve approximately 

77 million
citizens

100 counties

3,300

237 offices

serviced by 

5 mobile units

8.8 million  
vehicles registered in North Carolina

7.4 million 
licensed drivers

2nd largest  
state-maintained highway system

80,000 mile highway network that includes

72
publicly owned airports

 62 general aviation and 10 commercial air 
carrier airports; nearly 300 privately owned 
airports, heliports and other landing areas

jobs contributing

to state economy

22
ferries that serve

7
routes and carried nearly 

2 million 
passengers

108,850

$25.87 billion 

more than 47 million passengers  
and 800 million pounds of air freight

largest consolidated rail system in U.S.

2nd largest
state-operated ferry  

system and the  

largest  
on the East Coast

nearly 
15,000 miles 

of  primary highways  
(Interstate ,  US and NC routes)

nearly 
65,000 miles 

of  secondary roads

MAIN ST

more than 

13,500 bridges

Ports in Morehead City and Wilmington;  
Inland terminals in Charlotte and Greensboro

Four-lane highway access; rail 
access to Port of Morehead City

represents 
$14 billion 

in annual economic contribution  
to the state

Operat ing expenses  covered ent i re ly  by por t  revenue

Directly/indirectly support nearly
76,000 jobs

2,500-acre site
11,500-foot runway

about

NORTH CAROLINA
Population

•	 9.8 million; 10th most populous state in the United States
•	 18.5% growth increase, twice the national average (between 2000–2010)
•	 Projected to be 7th in population by 2030 

Economy
•	 $455.9 billion GDP—9th in the United States 

Size
•	 48,710 square miles—28th in the United States 

Business-friendly & Great Place to Live
•	 Consistently ranked high as one of best business climates 
•	 16 state universities and 58 community colleges 
•	 Largest banking center outside New York 
•	 Home to 10 military installations 

Market Access Second to None
•	 170 million consumers within 700-mile radius

NCDOT TRANSPORTATION RESPONSIBILITIES

Strategic logistic connections
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the
ISSUE

•	 North Carolina already is one of the fastest growing states in the nation, and an additional 3 
million people are projected to move here over the next 15 years. 

•	 Insufficient federal funding for transportation investments to reduce congestion, improve 
connectivity and keep our existing transportation network safe. 

•	 Our purchasing power has decreased by 50% over the past 10 years due to inflation.
•	 Nearly 40% (5,300) of the state’s bridges are considered deficient (structurally deficient or 

functionally obsolete).
•	 It would cost $9.4 billion to improve all current deficient bridges through either replacement, 

rehabilitation or preservation, so they are no longer considered deficient;  
$15 billion to replace all of them.

•	 The average age of NC’s bridges is about 40 years, and the average age of the bridges we are 
replacing is 60 years. Many of our bridges are now past or nearing that age, which requires 
increased investment to keep them safe and open. 

why federal  transportation funding
IS IMPORTANT 

•	 Accounts for about 25% of NCDOT’s total budget, and about 50% of our construction program. 
•	 Critical to:

•	 Keep our transportation systems safe
•	 Provide mobility options and access for our citizens
•	 Efficient movement of freight
•	 Compete in the global economy
•	 Support job creation

what we’re 
DOING

•	 Through the new Strategic Transportation Investments (STI) Law and other measures, we have 
been taking steps to maximize our existing resources. 

•	 STI established a data-driven process for prioritizing projects, and is allowing us to fund nearly 
three times as many highway projects as under the previous process. We are still only able to fund 
about 1 in 5 projects (18%) submitted for prioritization. 

what we 
NEED

•	 Passage of a surface transportation reauthorization bill as follows:
•	 At least 6 years in duration
•	 At current or higher funding levels
•	 Without major policy and program changes—give MAP-21 time to work
•	 Without penalties to implement MAP-21-prescribed performance measures
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funding

OVERVIEW

State Sources for Highway Fund and Highway Trust Fund:
• Variable Gas Tax
• Highway Use Tax
• Vehicle and Driver Fees

State Aid to Municipalities (3%):
Funding provided to incorporated eligible municipalities 
(507 in SFY 2014) for specific transportation purposes on 
local streets that are the responsibility of the municipalities.

EXPENDITURES BY MAJOR CATEGORIES

REVENUE

75%
STATE FUNDS

25%
FEDERAL FUNDS

6%
STATE AGENCY TRANSFERS

(State Highway Patrol, Public 
Instruction, etc.)

5

7%
ADMINISTRATION

47%
CAPITAL CONSTRUCTION

(funded through State  
and Federal revenue)

34%
MAINTENANCE AND 

OPERATIONS
(funded through  
State revenue)

3%
STATE AID TO

MUNICIPALITIES

3%
DEBT SERVICE
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NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION DIVISIONS 1–14

NORTH CAROLINA CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS 1–13
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North Carolina Department of Transportation
1 South Wilmington Street

Raleigh, NC 27601

ncdot.gov

Communications Office
Phone: (919) 707-2660

AASHTO’s Nation at a Crossroads

invest.transportation.org


