
Storm Update 11/14/12 

Four-wheel-drive vehicles are once again allowed to travel on the Pea Island section of N.C. 12 during 

the hours of 5 a.m. to 10 p.m. daily.  

Access to the highway was halted temporarily Wednesday after overwash from the ocean created 

hazardous driving conditions. 

NCDOT crews are working steadily to repair damage to N.C. 12 caused by Hurricane Sandy and a 

subsequent Nor’easter.  

Four-wheel-drive access is limited to daylight hours, and the road may be closed intermittently based 

on wind and tide conditions. Road closings may occur on short notice. 

Motorists who plan to use this stretch of N.C. 12 should call 511 or go to the NCDOT travel information 

web page to check road conditions in advance. For real-time travel information, call 511 and follow 

NCDOT on Twitter.  

Drivers should expect a rough ride on N.C. 12 as they travel over sand, damaged pavement and some 

water. On sandy portions of the route, drivers will be guided by lane markers comprised of barrels, 

cones and/or flags.  

NCDOT asks motorists to follow these important safety measures on N.C. 12: 

 Make sure your four-wheel drive vehicle has a high ground clearance;  

 Turn on headlights to increase visibility;  

 Use extreme caution when driving under low light conditions;  

 Drive slowly;  

 Be alert for temporary traffic signals; and  

 Lower the tire pressure on your four-wheel-drive vehicle for easier movement over sand.  

FERRY INFORMATION  

NCDOT ferries will offer extra departures Nov. 16 through Nov. 18 on its Swan Quarter-Ocracoke 

route. 

The additional weekend departures will be available in both directions and will continue until N.C. 12 

reopens north of Rodanthe and the emergency ferry route is deactivated.  



Ferry reservations can be made online or by calling 800-293-3779 (BY-FERRY) and pressing 2. Detailed 

ferry information is available online. For latest ferry schedule changes, be sure to follow the ferries on 

Twitter.  

 


