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JAMES B. HUNT JR.
GOVERNOR


EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 15 6
STATE GOVERNMENT ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY,


REDUCTION OF SOLID WASTE, AND
PROCUREMENT OF ENVIRONMENTALLY PREFERABLE PRODUCTS


WHEREAS, the natural resources of the State of North Carolina are the common


property of all the people and the State, as trustee of these limited resources, shall


preserve them for the benefit of all the people, including future generations; and


WHEREAS, the growth of North Carolina’s economy and the quality of life,


health, and safety of its citizens are dependent on the careful stewardship of natural


resources and protection of the environment; and


WHEREAS, the daily activities and routine operations of the State have a


significant impact on the quality of North Carolina’s environment and use of its natural


resources; and


WHEREAS, the State is a highly visible model for North Carolina’s citizens,


businesses, industries, and local governments; and


WHEREAS, the State can demonstrate leadership by incorporating


environmentally sustainable practices into its operations that preserve natural resources,


conserve energy, eliminate waste and emissions, and lessen overall environmental


impact; and


WHEREAS, source reduction, reuse, and recycling constitute a key component of


environmental sustainability directed at achieving the State’s solid waste reduction goal of


40% by the year 2001; and







WHEREAS, the State constitutes a large consumer of goods and services, which,


in the course of their manufacture, use, and disposition impact the quality of the


environment; and


WHEREAS, the procurement of environmentally sound goods and services by the


State can serve to protect health and safety, reduce energy consumption, conserve natural


resources, prevent pollution, and promote markets for recyclable materials.


NOW, THEREFORE, by the authority vested in me as Governor by the


Constitution and laws of North Carolina, IT IS ORDERED:


Section 1. Purpose


This Executive Order shall promote all state agencies to maximize their efforts to


develop and implement environmentally sustainable policies and practices. Specifically,


agencies shall strive to:


a. consider and minimize the environmental impacts associated with agency


land use and acquisition, construction, facility management, and employee transportation;


b. reduce and recycle material recoverable from solid waste originating at


their facilities and from the construction and renovation of new facilities;


C. procure goods and services that have a lesser or reduced effect on human


health and the environment, including products made wholly or in part from recycled


materials; and,


d. encourage and promote conservation of energy through reducing wasteful,


inefficient or uneconomical uses of energy resources.


Section 2. Responsibilities of State Agencies


a. Each state agency shall be responsible for implementing programs to make


its operations environmentally sustainable, including, but not limited to, programs to


reduce and recycle solid wastes and procure environmentally preferable goods and


services. Such programs shall be consistent with and as comprehensive as described in


this Order.


b. Each agency shall designate an Environmental Sustainability Officer to


direct sustainability activities. Agencies shall also designate one or more individuals to


coordinate and oversee its waste reduction, recycling, and environmental procurement


programs, and to serve as a liaison with the Division of Pollution Prevention and







Environmental Assistance of the North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural


Resources.


C. The Division of Pollution Prevention and Environmental Assistance and


the Division of Energy of the North Carolina Department of Commerce shall provide


technical assistance, education, and training to state agencies on these matters, and shall


serve as a central point of information and coordination for all state agency


environmental sustainability efforts.


d. The Divisions of Facility Management, State Construction, State Property,


and Motor Fleet Management of the North Carolina Department of Administration shall


facilitate state agency environmental sustainability efforts as part of their regular


functions, which include but are not limited to: overseeing contracts for waste hauling,


housekeeping services, landscaping, and facility maintenance; site leasing; capital


construction projects; and fleet transportation.


e. As provided in this Order, the Division of Purchase and Contract of the


Department of Administration shall aggressively explore opportunities for procuring


goods and services that have a lesser or reduced effect on human health and the


environment and shall actively promote the purchase of environmentally preferable


products by state agencies and others eligible to purchase items from state contracts.


Section 3. Environmentally Sustainable Operations and Practices


State agency environmental sustainability efforts shall focus primarily on the


operations of state-owned facilities and leased spaces. Agencies shall assess the impacts


of facility daily operations, management, and capital improvement projects as they


pertain to health and safety, environmental quality, land use, and resource conservation.


a. Capital improvements


All state agencies shall seek opportunities to reduce environmental


impacts associated with capital improvements throughout project planning, site and


building design, and construction. Agencies shall, to the extent feasible and practicable,


implement project initiatives or modifications that result in energy efficiency, water


conservation, pollution prevention, solid waste reduction, and land preservation during


the construction and operation of agency facilities.







b. Facilities management


State agencies shall seek to integrate into the daily operations and


management of state-owned and leased facilities, practices that enhance health and safety,


reduce consumption of energy and fuels, conserve water, minimize emissions, and reduce


solid and hazardous wastes. Agencies shall give consideration to these practices, to the


extent feasible and practicable, as criteria for entering into lease agreements or contracts


for maintenance and landscaping services.


C. State Vehicle Use and Employee Transportation


(1) To reduce air pollution, particularly ground-level ozone, resulting


from state fleet vehicle usage, it shall be the goal of the State that on and after January 1,


2004, at least seventy-five percent (75%) of the new or replacement light duty cars and


trucks purchased by state agencies will be alternative-fueled vehicles or low emission


vehicles. The Departments of Administration, Transportation, and Environment and


Natural Resources, shall jointly develop a plan to achieve this goal and to fuel and


maintain these vehicles.


(2) To the extent feasible, and within guidelines established jointly by


the Office of State Personnel, and the Departments Administration, Transportation, and


Environment and Natural Resources, state agencies shall implement measures to reduce


the number of vehicle miles driven by state employees in personal and state fleet vehicles


resulting from job-related travel including commuting to and from work. These measures


may include car-pooling, vanpooling, public transportation incentives, flex-time


scheduling to avoid travel during peak traffic, telecommuting, teleconferencing, and other


appropriate strategies.


Section 4. Source Reduction and Recycling of Solid Wastes


a. Source reduction


To encourage reduction of waste at its source, all state agencies shall


review their operations to determine where solid waste can be reduced at its sources of


generation. Specific measures state agencies shall employ to reduce waste at the source


include but are not limited to those identified in this Section.


(1) Reduction of office paper waste


(a) Printing and photocopying
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State agencies shall avoid unnecessary printing or


photocopying of printed materials, and shall require two-sided copying on all documents


when feasible and practicable. To the extent feasible, all new and re-manufactured


photocopy machines and laser printers purchased shall have duplexing capabilities.


(b) Use of electronic communication


State agencies shall, to the extent feasible, use electronic


media such as voice mail, e-mail, and the Internet to circulate or distribute routine


announcements, memoranda, documents, reports, forms, manuals, and publications.


(2) Product necessity, durability, packaging. and recyclability


State agencies shall discourage the use of disposable products


where reusable products are available and economically viable for use. Furthermore,


state agencies shall assess their waste generation with regard to purchasing decisions and


make every attempt to purchase items only when needed and in amounts that are not


excessive. When purchases are necessary, state agencies shall, to the extent feasible and


practicable, acquire items that are more durable, have minimal packaging, or are readily


recyclable when discarded.


b. Collection programs for recyclable materials


(1) As set forth in North Carolina General Statute § 13OA-309.14, all


state agencies shall ensure that employees have access to containers for recycling (at a


minimum) aluminum cans, high-grade office paper, and corrugated cardboard. All state


employees are required to separate identified recyclable materials generated in the course


of agency operations and place them in the appropriate recycling containers. The


provisions of this section shall not apply in those situations where the agency head makes


a written determination that their implementation is not feasible.


(2) State agencies facilities that routinely host the general public, such


as highway rest areas, state parks and recreation areas, employment security offices, state


historic sites, etc., shall implement programs for the collection of recyclable materials


discarded by the public at all such locations (e.g., aluminum, glass, and plastic beverage


containers) when feasible and practicable. State agencies shall work closely with the


appropriate local government agencies when developing and implementing these


recycling programs.
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(3) Agencies that operate or contract for the operation of food service


establishments, such as snack bars, cafeterias, dining halls, etc., are encouraged to


implement programs to recover and recycle leftover food when practicable and feasible.


C. Education of agency employees


It shall be the duty of each state agency to educate and encourage


employee participation in agency waste reduction and recycling programs. The Division


of Pollution Prevention and Environmental Assistance shall assist agencies in developing


and implementing educational programs. Each agency shall establish a network of


assistant coordinators to assist the lead coordinator with carrying out this responsibility.


The assistant coordinators shall disseminate information about recycling and waste


reduction policies and procedures; monitor participation; and report any problems,


suggestions, or other feedback to the agency’s designated lead coordinator.


Section 5. Purchase and Use of Environmentally Preferable Products


As a component of their environmental sustainability efforts and to help develop


markets for recyclable materials, state agencies shall procure and use environmentally


preferable goods and services, including products made wholly or in part from recycled


materials, whenever feasible and practicable. Environmentally preferable products have a


lesser or reduced effect on human health and the environment in their manufacture, use,


and disposal when compared with other products that serve the same purpose. Agencies


shall give consideration to environmentally preferable products that are more energy


efficient, less toxic, less polluting, and which generate less waste overall.


a. Purchases of environmentally preferable and recycled-content products


(1) In cooperation with the Division of Pollution Prevention and


Environmental Assistance, the Division of Purchase and Contract shall make every effort


to identify environmentally preferable goods and services and products made from


recycled materials that meet appropriate standards for use by state agencies. When


environmentally preferable and recycled-content products are offered that are comparable


in quality, availability, and price to products not having recycled content or similar


environmental attributes, term contracts shall carry only the environmentally preferable


products.







(2) To enable agencies to readily identify the availability of these


products, term contracts shall be written in a format that prominently identifies


environmentally preferable and recycled-content products, and these products shall be


listed in conjunction with any comparable products not having recycled content or similar


environmental attributes. The Division of Purchase and Contract shall prepare an


electronic listing of all environmentally preferable and recycled-content products


available on state contracts and make it available to all state agency purchasers.


(3) State agencies that have delegated purchasing authority shall


develop product specifications to encourage vendors to offer environmentally preferable


and recycled-content products. Specifications shall be written to ensure that they do not


contain restrictive language or other barriers to purchasing environmentally preferable or


recycled-content products, unless such specifications are necessary to protect public


health, safety, or welfare.


(4) All electronic office equipment, including but not limited to,


computers, monitors, printers, scanners, photocopy machines, facsimile machines, and


other such equipment purchased by state agencies shall be Energy Star® compliant.


(5) State agencies shall give priority consideration to the purchase of


re-manufactured and used equipment, including, but not limited to, such equipment as


photocopiers and other office equipment.


(6) State agencies shall give priority consideration to the purchase of


fleet vehicles that use less-polluting fuels and that have the highest available miles-per-


gallon rating.


b. Purchases of recycled paper


(1) State agencies are directed to purchase and use recycled paper for


all letterhead stationery, reports, memoranda, and other documents when feasible and


practicable. All new and re-manufactured photocopy machines and laser printers


purchased shall have the ability to use xerographic paper having at least 50% recycled


content, 30% of which should be post-consumer content.


(2) State agencies shall attempt to meet the goal that, as of Fiscal Year


2000-01, 100% of the total dollar value of expenditures for paper and paper products be


toward purchases of paper and paper products with recycled content. In addition, state







agencies shall attempt, to the extent feasible and practicable, to purchase recycled paper


and paper products with the highest percentage of post consumer content.


C. Guidelines and criteria


The Division of Purchase and Contract in cooperation with the Division of


Pollution Prevention and Environmental Assistance shall develop criteria for determining


the environmental preferability of goods and services and establish minimum content


standards for recycled-content products purchased by state agencies.


Section 6. Reporting


a. State agency annual reports on solid waste reduction and procurement of


recycled products


By the first of October annually, each state agency shall report to the


Division of Pollution Prevention and Environmental Assistance for the previous fiscal


year the following information, at a minimum: activities or programs implemented to


reduce the amount of solid waste generated by the agency; quantities and types of


materials collected for recycling by the agency; and the dollar amounts and types of


recycled products purchased.


b. Annual progress report to the Governor


The Division of Pollution Prevention and Environmental Assistance, in


conjunction with the Department of Administration, shall provide guidance to agencies in


preparing their annual reports. The Division of Pollution Prevention and Environmental


Assistance shall compile the agency reports and provide to the Governor an annual


progress report on state agency efforts to reduce waste at the source, collect recyclable


materials, and procure recycled products.


C. Tracking recycled products procurement


The Division of Purchase and Contract shall review its sales report


procedures and determine any changes needed to facilitate tracking of environmentally


preferable and recycled products purchased by state agencies and others from term


contracts.


Section 7. Effect of Other Executive Orders


Executive Order Number 8 is hereby rescinded. All other Executive Orders or


portions of Executive Orders inconsistent herewith are hereby rescinded.












§ 143-58.3.  Purchase of recycled paper and paper products; goals. 
In furtherance of the State policy, it is the goal of the State that each department, institution,


agency, community college, and local school administrative unit purchase paper and paper
products with recycled content according to the following schedule: 


(1)       At least ten percent (10%) by June 30, 1994; 
(2)       At least twenty percent (20%) by June 30, 1995; 
(3)       At least thirty-five percent (35%) by June 30, 1996; and 
(4)       At least fifty percent (50%) by June 30, 1997, and the end of each subsequent


fiscal year, 
of the total amount spent for the purchase of paper and paper products during that fiscal year.
(1993, c. 256, s. 2.) 


This document (also available in PDF and RTF formats) is not an official document. 
Please read the caveats on the main NC Statutes page for more information.  
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§ 130A-309.09A.  Local government solid waste responsibilities. 
(a) The governing board of each unit of local government shall assess local solid 


waste collection services and disposal capacity and shall determine the adequacy of 
collection services and disposal capacity to meet local needs and to protect human health 
and the environment.  Each unit of local government shall implement programs and take 
other actions that it determines are necessary to address deficiencies in service or 
capacity required to meet local needs and to protect human health and the environment.  
A unit of local government may adopt ordinances governing the disposal, in facilities that 
it operates, of solid waste generated outside of the area designated to be served by the 
facility.  Such ordinances shall not be construed to apply to privately operated disposal 
facilities located within the boundaries of the unit of local government. 


(b) Each unit of local government, either individually or in cooperation with other 
units of local government, shall develop a 10-year comprehensive solid waste 
management plan.  Units of local government shall make a good-faith effort to achieve 
the State's forty percent (40%) municipal solid waste reduction goal and to comply with 
the State's comprehensive solid waste management plan.  Each unit of local government 
shall develop its solid waste management plan with public participation, including, at a 
minimum, one advertised public meeting.  The Department shall assist units of local 
government in the preparation of the plan required by this subsection if the unit of local 
government requests assistance.  Each plan shall be updated at least every three years.  In 
order to assure compliance with this subsection, each unit of local government shall 
provide the Department with a copy of its current plan upon request by the Department.  
Each plan shall: 


(1) Evaluate the solid waste stream in the geographic area covered by the 
plan. 


(2) Include a goal for the reduction of municipal solid waste on a per capita 
basis by 30 June 2001 and a goal for the further reduction of municipal 
solid waste by 30 June 2006. The solid waste reduction goals shall be 
determined by the unit or units of local government that prepare the 
plan, and shall be determined so as to assist the State, to the maximum 
extent practical, to achieve the State's forty percent (40%) municipal 
solid waste reduction goal as set out in G.S. 130A-309.04(c). 


(3) Be designed to achieve the solid waste reduction goals established by 
the plan. 


(4) Include a description of the process by which the plan was developed, 
including provisions for public participation in the development of the 
plan. 


(5) Include an assessment of current programs and a description of intended 
actions with respect to the following solid waste management methods: 
a. Reduction at the source. 
b. Collection. 
c. Recycling and reuse. 
d. Composting and mulching. 
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e. Incineration with energy recovery. 
f. Incineration without energy recovery. 
g. Transfer outside the geographic area covered by the plan. 
h. Disposal. 


(6) Include an assessment of current programs and a description of intended 
actions with respect to: 
a. Education with the community and through the schools. 
b. Management of special wastes. 
c. Prevention of illegal disposal and management of litter. 
d. Purchase of recycled materials and products manufactured with 


recycled materials. 
(7) Include a description and assessment of the full cost of solid waste 


management, including the costs of collection, disposal, waste 
reduction, and other programs, and of the methods of financing those 
costs. 


(8) Consider the use of facilities and other resources for management of 
solid waste that may be available through private enterprise. 


(c) Repealed by Session Laws 1995 (Regular Session, 1996), c. 594, s. 12. 
(d) In order to assess the progress in meeting the goal set out in G.S. 130A-309.04, 


each unit of local government shall report to the Department on the solid waste 
management programs and waste reduction activities within the unit of local government 
by 1 September of each year. At a minimum, the report shall include: 


(1) A description of public education programs on recycling. 
(2) The amount of solid waste received at municipal solid waste 


management facilities, by type of solid waste. 
(3) The amount and type of materials from the solid waste stream that were 


recycled. 
(4) The percentage of the population participating in various types of 


recycling activities instituted. 
(5) The annual reduction in municipal solid waste, measured as provided in 


G.S. 130A-309.04. 
(6) Information regarding programs and other actions implemented as part 


of the local comprehensive solid waste management plan. 
(7) A statement of the costs of solid waste management programs 


implemented by the unit of local government and the methods of 
financing those costs. 


(e) Repealed by Session Laws 1995 (Regular Session, 1996), c. 594, s. 13. 
(f) Each operator of a municipal solid waste management facility shall weigh all 


solid waste when it is received. 
(g) A unit of local government that is a collector of municipal solid waste shall not 


knowingly collect for disposal, and the owner or operator of a municipal solid waste 
management facility that is owned or operated by a unit of local government shall not 
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knowingly dispose of, any type or form of municipal solid waste that is generated within 
the boundaries of a unit of local government that by ordinance: 


(1) Prohibits generators or collectors of municipal solid waste from 
disposing of that type or form of municipal solid waste. 


(2) Requires generators or collectors of municipal solid waste to recycle 
that type or form of municipal solid waste. (1989, c. 784, s. 2; 1989 
(Reg. Sess., 1990), c. 1009, s. 4; 1991, c. 621, s. 7; 1995 (Reg. Sess., 
1996), c. 594, s. 13.) 








§ 130A-309.14.  Duties of State agencies. 
(a)       Each State agency, including the General Assembly, the General Court of Justice, and


The University of North Carolina shall: 
(1)       Establish a program in cooperation with the Department and the Department of


Administration for the collection of all recyclable materials generated in State
offices throughout the State. The program shall provide that recycling
containers are readily accessible on each floor where State employees are
located in a building occupied by a State agency. Recycling containers required
pursuant to this subdivision shall be clearly labeled to identify the types of
recyclable materials to be deposited in each container and, to the extent
practicable, recycling containers for glass, plastic, and aluminum shall be
located near trash receptacles. The program shall provide for the collection of
all of the following recyclable materials. 
a.         Aluminum. 
b.         Newspaper. 
c.         Sorted office paper. 
d.         Recyclable glass. 
e.         Plastic bottles. 
As used in this subdivision, the term "sorted office paper" means paper used in
offices that is of a high quality for purposes of recycling and includes copier
paper, computer paper, letterhead, ledger, white envelopes, and bond paper. 


(2)       Provide procedures for collecting and storing recyclable materials, containers
for storing materials, and contractual or other arrangements with buyers of the
recyclable materials. 


(3)       The Department of Administration and the Department of Transportation shall
each provide by 1 October of each year to the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources a detailed description of the respective Agency's review and
revision of bid procedures and purchase and use of reusable, refillable,
repairable, more durable, and less toxic supplies and products. The information
provided by the Department of Administration and the Department of
Transportation to the Department of Environment and Natural Resources shall
also be included in the report required by G.S. 130A-309.06(c). 


(4)       Establish and implement, in cooperation with the Department and the
Department of Administration, a solid waste reduction program for materials
used in the course of agency operations. The program shall be designed and
implemented to achieve maximum feasible reduction of solid waste generated
as a result of agency operations. 


(5)       Prepare any written report in compliance with the model report under
subsection (j) of this section. The State agency shall, in lieu of distributing the
report in mass: 
a.         Notify persons to whom each agency is required to report, and any


other persons it deems appropriate, that a report has been published, its
subject and title, and the locations, including State libraries, at which the
report is available; 


b.         Deliver any report to only those State libraries that each agency
determines is likely to receive requests for a particular report; and 


c.         Distribute a report to only those who request the report. 
            A State library that has received a report shall distribute a report only upon


request. Any State agency required by law to report to an entity shall be in
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compliance with that law by notifying that entity under sub-subdivision a. of this 
subdivision. 


(a1)     The Department of Administration shall review and revise its bid procedures and
specifications set forth in Article 3 of Chapter 143 of the General Statutes and the Department of
Transportation shall review and revise its bid procedures and specifications set forth in Article 2
of Chapter 136 of the General Statutes to encourage the purchase or use of reusable, refillable,
repairable, more durable, and less toxic supplies and products. 


(1)       The Department of Administration shall require the procurement of such
supplies and products to the extent that the purchase or use is practicable and
cost-effective. The Department of Administration shall require the purchase or 
use of remanufactured toner cartridges for laser printers to the extent 
practicable. 


(2)       The Department of Transportation shall require the purchase or use of such
supplies and products in the construction and maintenance of highways and
bridges to the extent that the purchase or use is practicable and cost-effective. 


(3)       The Department of Administration and the Department of Transportation shall
each provide by 1 October of each year to the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources a detailed description of the respective Agency's review and
revision of bid procedures and purchase and use of reusable, refillable,
repairable, more durable, and less toxic supplies and products. The information
provided by the Department of Administration and the Department of
Transportation to the Department of Environment and Natural Resources shall
also be included in the report required by G.S. 130A-309.06(c). 


(b)       The Department of Commerce shall assist and encourage the recycling industry in the
State. Assistance and encouragement of the recycling industry shall include: 


(1)       Assisting the Department in the identification and analysis, by the Department
pursuant to G.S. 130A-309.06, of components of the State's recycling industry 
and present and potential markets for recyclable materials in this State, other
states, and foreign countries; 


(2)       Providing information on the availability and benefits of using recycled
materials to businesses and industries in the State; and 


(3)       Distributing any material prepared in implementing this section to the public,
businesses, industries, units of local government, or other organizations upon
request. 


(c)       Repealed by Session Laws 1993, c. 250, s. 2. 
(d)       The Department of Commerce shall investigate the potential markets for composted


materials and shall submit its findings to the Department for the waste registry informational
program administered by the Department in order to stimulate absorption of available
composted materials into such markets. 


(e)       On or before 1 March 1991, the Department of Commerce shall report to the General
Assembly its findings relative to: 


(1)       Potential markets for composted materials, including private and public sector
markets; 


(2)       The types of materials which may legally and effectively be used in a
successful composting operation; and 


(3)       The manner in which the composted materials should be marketed for
optimum use. 


(f)       (1)       All State agencies, including the Department of Transportation and the
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Department of Administration, and units of local government are required to procure
compost products when they can be substituted for, and cost no more than,
regular soil amendment products, provided the compost products meet all
applicable engineering and environmental quality standards, specifications, and
rules. This product preference shall apply to, but not be limited to, highway
construction and maintenance projects, highway planting and beautification
projects, recultivation and erosion control programs, and other projects. 


(2)       The Department of Transportation shall, consistent with economic feasibility
and applicable engineering and environmental quality standards, use scrap
tires, demolition debris, and untreated, stabilized, or encapsulated ash from
boilers and incinerators in highway construction and maintenance projects. 


(g)       The Department of Public Instruction, with the assistance of the Department and The
University of North Carolina, shall develop, distribute, and encourage the use of guidelines for
the collection of recyclable materials and for solid waste reduction in the State system of
education. At a minimum, the guidelines shall address solid waste generated in administrative
offices, classrooms, dormitories, and cafeterias. The guidelines shall be developed by 1 January
1991. 


(h)       In order to orient students and their families to the recycling of waste and to
encourage the participation of schools, communities, and families in recycling programs, the
school board of each school district in the State shall make available an awareness program in
the recycling of waste materials. The program shall be provided at both the elementary and
secondary levels of education. 


(i)        The Department of Public Instruction is directed to develop, from funds appropriated
for environmental education, curriculum materials and resource guides for a recycling awareness
program for instruction at the elementary, middle, and high school levels. 


(j)        The Department of Administration shall develop a model report for reports published
by any State agency, the General Assembly, the General Court of Justice, or The University of
North Carolina. This model report shall satisfy the following: 


(1)       The paper in the report shall, to the extent economically practicable, be made
from recycled paper and shall be capable of being recycled. 


(2)       The other constituent elements of the report shall, to the extent economically
practicable, be made from recycled products and shall be capable of being
recycled or reused. 


(3)       The report shall be printed on both sides of the paper if no additional time,
staff, equipment, or expense would be required to fulfill this requirement. 


(4)       State publications that are of historical and enduring value and importance to
the citizens of North Carolina shall be printed on alkaline (acid-free) paper 
according to G.S. 125-11.13. 


(k)       The Department of Transportation shall provide and maintain recycling containers at
each rest area located in this State on a highway in the Interstate Highway System or in the State
highway system for the collection of each of the following recyclable materials for which
recycling is feasible: 


(1)       Aluminum. 
(2)       Newspaper. 
(3)       Recyclable glass. 
(4)       Plastic bottles. 


For each rest area that has recycling containers, the Department of Transportation shall install
signs, or modify existing signs, that are proximately located to the rest area to notify motorists
that the rest area has recycling containers.
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(l)        Any State agency or agency of a political subdivision of the State that is using State
funds, or any person contracting with any agency with respect to work performed under
contract, shall procure products of recycled steel if all of the following conditions are satisfied: 


(1)       The product must be acquired competitively within a reasonable time frame. 
(2)       The product must meet appropriate performance standards. 
(3)       The product must be acquired at a reasonable price. 


(m)      (Effective January 1, 2008) The Alcoholic Beverage Control Commission, with the 
assistance of the Department, shall develop a model recycling program for holders of
on-premises malt beverage permits, on-premises unfortified wine permits, on-premises 
fortified wine permits, and mixed beverages permits under G.S. 18B-1001 that are required to 
recycle beverage containers under G.S. 18B-1006.1. The model program shall provide for the 
separation, storage, and collection for recycling of all beverage containers that are required to be
recycled under G.S. 18B-1006.1 and shall provide alternatives that reflect variations in local 
circumstances across the State. The Alcoholic Beverage Control Commission may adopt rules to
comply with this section. (1989, c. 784, s. 2; 1991, c. 522, s. 1; 1991 (Reg. Sess., 1992), c. 959,
s. 32; 1993, c. 197, s. 1; c. 250, ss. 1, 2; c. 448, ss. 1, 2; c. 553, s. 74; 2001-144, s. 1; 2001-452, 
s. 3.3; 2001-512, ss. 13, 14; 2003-284, s. 6.10(a); 2003-340, s. 1.6; 2005-348, s. 2.) 
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§ 143-58.2.  State policy; bid procedures and specifications; identification of products. 
(a)       It is the policy of this State to encourage and promote the purchase of products with


recycled content. All State departments, institutions, agencies, community colleges, and local
school administrative units shall, to the extent economically practicable, purchase and use, or
require the purchase and use of, products with recycled content. 


(b)       No later than January 1, 1995, the Secretary of Administration and each State
department, institution, agency, community college, and local school administrative unit
authorized to purchase materials and supplies or to contract for services shall review and revise its
bid procedures and specifications for the purchase or use of materials and supplies to eliminate
any procedures and specifications that explicitly discriminate against materials and supplies with
recycled content, except where procedures and specifications are necessary to protect the health,
safety, and welfare of the citizens of this State. 


(c)       The Secretary of Administration and each State department, institution, agency,
community college, and local school administrative unit shall review and revise its bid procedures
and specifications on a continuing basis to encourage the purchase or use of materials and supplies
with recycled content and to the extent economically practicable, the use of materials and supplies
with recycled content. 


(d)       The Department of Administration, in cooperation with the Division of Pollution
Prevention and Environmental Assistance of the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources, shall identify materials and supplies with recycled content that meet appropriate
standards for use by State departments, institutions, agencies, community colleges, and local
school administrative units. 


(e)       A list of materials and supplies with recycled content that are identified pursuant to
subsection (d) of this section and that are available for purchase under a statewide term contract
shall be distributed annually to each State agency authorized to purchase materials and supplies
for use by its departments, institutions, agencies, community colleges, or local school
administrative units. 


(f)        On or before October 1 of each year, each State department, institution, agency,
community college, and local school administrative unit authorized to purchase materials and
supplies shall report to the Division of Pollution Prevention and Environmental Assistance of the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources, the amounts and types of materials and
supplies with recycled content that were purchased during the previous fiscal year and its progress
toward reaching the goals under G.S. 143-58.3. On or before December 1 of each year, the
Division of Pollution Prevention and Environmental Assistance shall prepare a summary of these
reports and submit the summary to the Joint Legislative Commission on Governmental
Operations. The summary of these reports shall also be included in the report required by G.S.
130A-309.06(c). 


(g)       The Department of Administration and the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources shall develop guidelines for minimum content standards for materials and supplies with
recycled content and may recommend appropriate goals in addition to those goals set forth in G.S.
143-58.3, for types of materials and supplies with recycled content to be purchased by the State. 


(h)       The Secretary of Administration may adopt rules to implement the provisions of this
section and G.S. 143-58.3. (1993, c. 256, s. 2; 1995 (Reg. Sess., 1996), c. 743, ss. 10, 11;
1997-443, s. 11A.119(a); 2001-452, s. 3.7.) 
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