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http://www.ncdot.org/programs/environment/3R/download/Aluminum_CanFlyer.pdf
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http://www.ncdot.org/programs/environment/3R/download/Office_Electronic.pdf
http://www.ncdot.org/programs/environment/3R/download/Office_Glass.pdf
http://www.ncdot.org/programs/environment/3R/download/Office_Plastic.pdf
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http://www.ncdot.org/programs/environment/3R/download/PaperFlyer.pdf
http://www.ncdot.org/programs/environment/3R/download/Cardboard_Program.pdf
http://www.ncdot.org/programs/environment/3R/download/Phone_Book.pdf


Fluorescent Light Bulbs/ Mercury Thermostats- Session Law 2010-180 requires:  
◦ Recycling of fluorescent lights and mercury thermostat from all State Agency, University, Community College and 
Public School buildings Recycling of fluorescent lights and mercury thermostats from Local Government publically 
owned buildings constructed or operated with state funds; Program shall include procedures for convenient 
collection, safe storage, and proper recycling; All demolition contractors or the owner of a building or structure to be 
demolished shall remove all fluorescent lights and mercury thermostats prior to demolition; Fluorescent lights and 
mercury thermostats banned from disposal in unlined construction and demolition landfills (and any other landfill 
that is unlined); Report documenting compliance with law due on or before December 1, 2011 
   – Identify vendor 
   – Identify collection and storage procedures 
   – Identify any partnerships 
   – Identify proper training 
   – Quantify materials  
 
Procedures 
 

1. Universal Waste Lamps must be packaged per the following: Waste Management (40 CFR 273.13) 
(a). A handler of universal waste must manage lamps in a way that prevents release of any universal waste 
or component of universal waste to the environment. 
(b.) A handler of universal waste lamps must contain any lamp in containers or packages that are 
structurally sound, adequate to prevent breakage, and compatible with the contents of lamps. Such 
containers and packages must remain closed and lack evidence of leakage, spillage, or damage that could 
cause leakage under reasonably foreseeable conditions. 
(c). Universal waste lamps or a container or package in which such lamps are contained must be labeled or 
marked clearly with any one of the following phrases: “Universal Waste Lamps” or “Waste Lamps” or 
“Used Lamps” 
A. Lamps can be put back in the original box provided that the box is in good order and the end flaps are 

intact and can be closed 
B. It is not necessary for the packing dividers to be put back in the box for used lamps; however the box 

should be full of loose lamps before sealing the end closed. 
C. DO NOT TAPE LAMPS TOGETHER IN BUNDLES AND PLACE IN THE BOX OR 

CONTAINER, tape lamps require special handling before processing and a handling fee is typically 
added to the invoice for removing tape from bulbs at a rate from $50-$100 an hour charge. 

D. All containers holding lamps must be labeled and closed while in storage (temporarily closed lamps 
are not visible or exposed) after the container is completely full seal the container (box) securely. 

E. DO NOT TAPE LAMPS TOGETHER IN BUNDLES AND PLACE IN THE BOX OR 
CONTAINER,  
 

2. Incidental Broken Bulbs, Clean up Storage 
If you accidentally break a mercury containing lamp, you should follow the steps below: 
(a) .DO NOT VACUME, gently sweep the broken  lamp up 
(b) Put the broken lamp in a container with a sealable lid (5 gal plastic bucket or metal drum with a lid and 

ring. 
(c) DO NOT put broken lamps in a cardboard box. 
(d) Wipe up any remaining residue with a damp paper towel 
(e) Put used paper towel in a baggie and seal 
(f) Put baggie in a separate container with a lid (small plastic bucket or container) 
(g) Label the container as “Universal Waste Lamps, Incidental Breakage” 

        
3. Preparing Lamps for Shipping 

(a) Place lamp boxes on a pallet all in the same direction (DO NOT CRISS CROSS BOXES) 
(b) Do not stack over 5ft high on one pallet 
(c) Strap or shrink- wrap boxes on pallet and move to shipping area for a pick up 
 

 

Click Here for Fluorescent Light Bulbs Poster 

http://www.ncdot.gov/programs/environment/3r/download/FluorescentBulbsPoster.pdf



