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town every single part of it. That really includes the surrounding area as well. 1 believe that this
hearing will bring all of us together. It has to bring all of us together.

Everyone here has listened tonight and some have altered there feelings including
myself and have become more aware of others feelings. We need to reorganize. We need to pull
together as a unit. There are a lot of people in this state and neighboring states who love it here
who would stil] stand with us once they know that we are really going to fight this.

In closing, I have a little quote from Margaret Mead sitting on my desk that
Jimmy Steven sent to me a long time ago. Every time I sit there and work on my computer to do
anything, I look at that quote. DOT needs to focus on this seriously. It reads, "Never doubt that
a small group of thoughtful committed citizens can change the world. In deed, it is the only thing
has." We are those thoughtful committed citizens. Please don't forget us and DOT, please help
us to find a better route than what you have given us so far.
Moderator: Matthew Kerres and the Mary Kerres.
Matthew Kerres: My name is Matthew Kerres, along with Paul Peterson, Kevin
Craig, Dr. David White, Cora King and Eric Johnson, the formal director of the Blowing Rock
Assembly Grounds, I was one of the steering committee of the Blowing Rock Neighborhood
Commission.

Our organization was formed several years ago as this process got underway and
we were very lucky to have Paul Peterson serve as our representative on the citizens advisory
group because we felt like none on the organizations that have been form were there solely to
represent the neighborhoods of Blowing Rock. It would take in the neighborhoods on the eastern
side of Blowing Rock. As the night has gone on and the time has passed, we're more happy and
more and more convinced that we did the right thing by forming our organization. It has become
very clear to me and I applaud the Town Council for the time that they spent. [ was very, very
disappointed in the action that they took in basically saying that they oppose any route that comes
through Blowing Rock. Now I know emotionally that sounds great. But lets be honest, we're a
town of 1400 permanent residents. Do you really believe that just because we say we don't want
a route anywhere through the town that we're going to stop progress? If you believe that, that is
ridiculous. [ think you ought to be real. That ain't going to happen folks.

Unidentified Male: You're just weak.

Matthew Kerres: You're just (Inaudible) sir. And if you would keep your comments
to yourself. We've all listened intently while all of you have spoken. Listen to what?

(Inaudible)

Matthew Kerres: You got up and you booed at the Town Council the other night.
You’ve done your best to intimidate people throughout this process but we all have the right to
speak. And I'm not going to be plodded by you sir.

Moderator: Let the man speak please.

OFFICIAL PUBLIC HEARING TRANSCRIPTforR-2237CCaldwelland WataugaCounties.doc page39

1834
1835
1836
1837
1838
1839
1840
1841
1842
1843
1844
1845
1846
1847
1848
1849
1850
1851
1852
1853
1854
1855
1856
1857
1858
1859
1860
1861
1862
1863
1864
1865
1866
1867
1868
1869
1870
1871
1872
1873
1874
1875
1876
1877
1878
1879
1880

Matthew Kerres:
yours.

Sir, I'm going to express my opinion just as you've expressed

Secondly, I'm glad that we formed our committee because if you notice that this
course has gone on tonight, at first at least people talked about alternate number 4 or the
widening. Nobody talked about the Alternates 1A and B. Consider this, and we all know it, I say
this please all you at the DOT, please keep in mind Alternates 1 and 2 would devastate virtually
the entire eastern half of town. You know, you don't want to sink in a hyperbole by I think it
would be a disaster in epic proportion. Consider Green Hill Road, Green Hill Circle, Fairway
Court, Wonderland Woods, Wonderland Drive, Mr. Craig's property, Goforth Road, the
Assembly Grounds, we have a four-lane route right out here in front of the Assembly Grounds,
Possum Hollow Road, Tillman's Estate, all would be devastated by 1A and B. It also hasa
significant affect on Laurel Road, Grassy Noel, and Peacock Ridge. [implore you to not proceed
with Alternates 1A or 1B.

Now a number of people here in the room tonight would say that this is no more
than a divide and conquer tragedy. We've heard it. We believe, I believe and accept the premise
so far, this alternative was designed because with the historic district you've got to consider
reasonable alternatives to make a decision to take property in the historic district. By putting it in
historic district so that whatever significance or lack of significance it has, there is another
equation that is going to go in to how this decision is ultimately made. That's not being
adequately consumed. A number of people say really we're advocating alternate 4. 1 believe
alternate 4 is impractical and should never be built. The Federal Highway Administration knows
it and the National Parks Services opposes it.

Further more, I'm almost shocked here tonight. Idon't want to anger any of my
neighbors. We live about less than 1000 feet down Goforth Road, but you don't have to be a
rocket scientist to figure what is going on here. I do applaud Mr. Grainger and Dr. Gaul and
Barbara Ball because they've gotten up here and at least Mr. Grainger and Dr. Gaul and maybe -
Barbara Ball. Idon't know for sure. They have gotten up here and said that they were concerned
citizens. None of the other people have gotten up here and told us who they represented and they
basically as the night has gone on, they basically said we're opposed to the widening but they
haven't said anything about alternates 4. You know, you don't have to be the smartest person in
the world but I can read what I was given when 1 came in the room here tonight. It's about the
concerned citizens of Blowing Rock. If you look at the back page, it says the alternative is to
build a four-lane through bypass. It's got it all set out in here. ‘But these people they get up
tonight and say after nine years of debating or thirteen years of debating whatever we've done,
we're in favor of alternate four. We drew it up. We asked the Department of Transportation to
go through and study it, they all jus aid, we don't want a line through town. It's going to be a
disaster. Come back when you can give us a true alternative. When are you going to come back?
How are you going to come back with that alternative. It's been studied for years. It's time you
make a decision. I think most of would welcome a decision. We want a finality to this process,
we don't want it to go on forever. To me if you look realistically at this existing bypass if you
look at the shops in the Parkway, they should have never been built with the road structure that is
in front of it. Right down from that we're going to build a Blowing Rock Community
Association. Do you think the road is not going to widened to accommodate that? Valley
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Boulevard is nothing more than a strip to me. 1don't think it is particularly attractive. I think it
would be vastly approved by the money that has been dedicated. I'm very disappointed that our
Town Council has chosen not to get involved in the process. Sure all the decisions haven't been
made. We don't know if the underground, we don't know if all the utility lines are going to go
underground but elected officials won't get involved and won't correspond it just says (Inaudible)
we're not going to help the DOT make their decision. What do you think you're going to end up
with? Sure it is not a perfect solution coming by the Green Park Inn and the houses. I feel sorry
for that but no solution is perfect and from what we know, there is no other alternative. We want
to bypass somewhere and it doesn't affect anybody and doesn't take anybody's land. That's not
realistic.

I would ask you to move ahead with the widening alternative. Work with our
Town Council and come up with the best plan you can and get this over with. Thank you.

Moderator: Thank you sir. Mary Karres. Okay. Mollie Laws and then Lowell
Thomas.
Mollie Laws: Hello. I'm Mollie Laws and I won't take but one minute of your time. I'm

your North Carolina candidate for the North Carolina Senate in the 45" District. You do have a
partner here wanting your traffic moving on through Boone onto Blowing Rock. You will just
have to work it out. I can't advice you on that I can only give you my opinion. Just vote for me
on November 5.

This is the first meeting that I've atiended. I could voice a lot. I could voice a
whole lot because your homes are arranged and built around the town but you don't want where
they're going to put it. Well I don't know if the other two senators, I don't know if they're here or
not. But Senator Kendall and Senator Virginia Batts is the ones I'm going up against. I'm a
Democrat and they are Republican. I will help your work it out and I have mind what [ would do
but you don't want to hear that do you? But remember vote.

Moderator: Lowell Thomas.

Lowell Thomas: I, like a lot of others who have been up here prior to the meeting in
that I came with some prepared remarks and I too have been listening. I have learned and I am
changing my perspective on things to some considerable extent.

What I would share with you is that sixteen years ago my wife and I bought our
home here and moved here for the quaintness and the quietness and the natural beauty of the
community. We didn't come here because of the shops. We didn't come here to entertain or to
be entertained by tourists. We didn't come here because of the merchants that are here. But yet
they are all here. They ail come and they come with the roads as they have been for many years.
Yet, I believe from listening tonight and from the experiences of observing and reading and
listening to the debate that has gone for ten or twelve years in the community that this is an
experience and practiced process of dividing confusing and orchestrating the community and the
facts. To quote 2 bit from the plan, the primary purposes of the project are to improve traffic
flow and relevant service on US 321 and to reduce accidents. This here has been spoken to you a
number of times tonight and it is ciearly a difference of opinion among us. My experience in the

OFFICIAL PUBLIC HEARING TRANSCRIPTforR-2237CCaldwellandWataugaCounties.doc paged1

1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1042
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974

sixteen years of driving up and down 321 South has been on one occasion have I seen a truck
imbedded in the emergency lane. In sixteen years, never have | seen another accident of any
consequences south of here but I have seen a number on the Parkway into Boone that are some
consequences. This is by no means to deny that those accidents do occur. We all know that they
do and we have helped them occasionally. I think that this whole process will widen the road
and improving the road or adding alternatives is another (Inaudible) to the automobile that is an
expense that those of us as residents of this community. We can't go to work safe enough for the
careless and reckless driver. I believe that the words improving for traffic flow for the level of
service is presumably could be translated into something faster meaning something faster. I
believe if you begin on 321, go up to Lenoir and came up the mountain on consistent basis, it is
behind consistently slow automobiles and you would not meet the new time of arrival to the top
of the mountain by more than ten minutes on average.

We lived in Charlotte and Greensboro. Some of my volunteer work of the year
has caused me to spend a numerous amount of time in Raleigh. Some reference has been made
to some of these communities. In the proceeding forty years, each one of those communities has
been criss crossed and encircled with beltways and interstate highways and there is a continuing
amount of work that goes on those roadways today. There's not a one of them that you can't go
on at almost any day and find yourself delayed extensively. You talked about accidents and you
will see plenty of those there.

None of these alternatives in my judgment are acceptable. Examples of 4A and
4B and how I believe that they are divisive and confusing is I think the proposed location of the
tunnels do not merit locations which they are tatking about. Putting the roadways so close
together is not a reasonable alternative. I just simply think that there is a lot of work to be done
to quote, to repeat the quote or at the least the point being made by the very first speaker here
tonight for those of you who heard which said make the road to fit the land. Not the other way
around. Thank you.

Moderator: Thank you Mr. Thomas. Bill, and I can't quite read that, Gaskin.

Unidentified Female: ‘What number are you at?
Moderator: That's fifty two. I can't make it out. It looks like it's a G. Okay. Gary
Johnson and the Marjorie Wirth.

Gary Johnson: By this time in the evening if nothing else, I'm glad I signed up just so I
could get off of that hard chair. I'm a chief landscaping architect and head planner for the Blue
Ridge Parkway. So I speak to those thousands of visitors who stop at Thunder Hill. I think the
twenty million visitors who visit the Blue Ridge Parkway each year. 1 speak for the two hundred
million visitors I hope visit the Blue Ridge Parkway in Boone and Blowing Rock in the future.
That's who I represent as an official of the National Park Service. That agency is charged with
protecting national parks and areas like the Blue Ridge Parkway.

I'would like to thank DOT and their planners for the job they have done in
preparing this DEIS. One of the jobs that I had was to review these plans day in and day out with
other Departments of Transportation, gas pipe lines and those kinds of things and these folks
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have done excellent job in putting objective facts together from a lot of different points of view.
[ think from what I've heard tonight and just about everybody has some concern about this
document. Now one of the ways to look at that is they have probably done a fairly even job in
how they presented this document and the data in it. We all have something to complain about
and we all have some things to agree with.

Based upon the DEIS presentation of data, predominantly the affected
environmental and environmental consequences, visual and aesthetic quality sections, the
National Parks Service most preferred alternative is the widening alternative. This alternative
would widen US 321 from two lanes to four lanes from Blackberry Road to the town of Blowing
Rock. Under this alternative, there would be very minor additional impacts to Blue Ridge
Parkway Lands and scenic view areas beyond what occurred in the seventies and early eighties
when US 321 was widened to four lanes removing historic Parkway Stone Arc Bridge. The
bypass alternatives 1A and 1B are also acceptable to the National Park's Service because the
visual change is occurring as a result of the roadway alignment locations minimally affect the
Parkway's scenic view areas, bypass alternatives 4A and 4B based on the DEIS impact analysis
with both substantial impact Parkway scenic view areas at Thunderhill.

Under the visual aesthetic quality sections under the environment consequences,
in the drawing data analysis presented in these sections follow the current Blue Ridge Parkway
Summary Management Procedures. Thus facilitating staff review and comment. Much available
data provided by Parkway access planners and staff was utilized in the DEIS. It's synthesis and
presentation was unbiased, clear and to the point. I think that it is important when out here that
the work that went into this document looking at the impacts in the Blue Ridge Parkway was not
something DOT conjured up. They worked with us hand and hand and talked about what those
effects were. They changed their methodology to look at based on how we would look at that at
the National Park Service and how we would come up with those kinds of comments and how
we would look at those kinds of impacts. They went the extra mile for us. Under all the analysis
related to landscape units and what the impacts would be we agree with those findings with one
exception, for alternative 4B park staff do not completely agree with conclusions stated there.
While we'll just eliminate the need for large cuts and fills there would still be the introduction a
major structure that is in congruent with the existing forest of slope. While bridges are less
impacted, the overall impact is still considered to be substantial to us on the (Inaudible) score
alone. Under section 4F in terms of 4F resources, in the DEIS, paragraph 3 under this section is
stated that none of the alternatives would use property from the Blue Ridge Parkway while
bypass alternatives 4A and 4B would pass under the Parkway not disturbing land surface
features, they would however effect Parkway subsurface lands. Under section 4F, is there a
distinction between surface and subsurface use of property? The MPS would like to know a
determination on that point. A related issue is the use of parkway land and the transfer of land by
the Federal Government for Federal Highway use. If either 4A or 4B bypass alternatives are
selected then the means to transfer right of way will need to be determined by the National Park's
Service.

Unidentified Male: Five minutes is up.

Gary Johnson: I'm sorry ...
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Unidentified Male: Your five minutes are up. What about the rest of us?

Gary Johnson: Okay, I will speed it up but I would like to say that I have listened a lot this
evening and [ agree with a lot that I have heard and I disagree with some that [ have heard. But
have not heard anybody ask to speed up or stop. I will read the rest of the letter word for word
and then I will sit down.

The discussion on section of 4F construction use was linking the NPS position
and was well presented in the DEIS. However, Parkway planning staff and management do not
agree with the determination of the Federal Highway Administration that construction use did not
apply based upon their findings that none of the alternatives would affect the Blue Ridge
Parkway in a manner serious enough to substantially impair the elements which qualify the
resource for protection on Section 4F. Section 4F typically relates to a smaller land area or park
that are not linear in nature. That's an impact the Park Resources made to the Federal Highway
Administration staff the more apparent, to some degree the more impacting. The Federal
Highway Administration findings seems to say because the Parkway is so long and has so many
overlooks the immediate affects of this specific project are negligible. The findings ignore the
cumulative nature of land use changes and impacts now occurring at the Parkway over its 469
mile length. If the impairment determination must be based upon severity of impacts at this
location then the geographic limits of the Parkway for those impacts to be evaluated in should
have been limited to that area. Otherwise, by using the entire Parkway the working premise
becomes since the Parkway is so long and so many areas and overlooks, not any one of them is
important in the larger scheme of things. The NPS argument is that the Parkway's significance is
the sum of all its (Inaudible), when one is the degraded the overall value is diminished.

The last paragraph under this section states, “This conclusion does not diminish
the importance of the impacts to the Blue Ridge Parkway as a factor in the selection of the
preferred alternative”. The NPS strongly concurs with this statement. For those of you who have
been kind and not commented, [ will not read the rest of the letter. But, I will close by thanking
the DOT for the job that they've done on this plan. Thank you.

Moderator: Thank you Mr. Johnson. Marjorie Wirth and then Jim West he earlier
spoke.

Jim West: Unless there is another Jim West around [ already spoke what I said.
Thank you.

Marjorie Wirth: [s that at the right height? [ prepared some comments because

when I speak extemporaneously I can speak at great length. However, [ had to discard those
comments. My name is Marjorie Wirth. My husband and I moved here in 1978. We live here
year round.

One of the things that I found very disturbing in this last ten days was the
statement that was made to me and I would like if you are able to do so to give me a simple yes
or no answer. It's that my understanding that money coming into DOT exceeds by far what
they're able to spend because what they spend is mandated by the Legislature coming from a
bank at two specific sources. Is that true?
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Moderator: It's not a simple yes or no answer. There is money that comes in that it is
difficult to spend because of situations like this that last a long time. But by the same token, the
General Assembly is going to take some of that money away so we have got much more need
than we've got money.

Marjorie Wirth: The fact that they're starting to take it away contradicts what I was
told because 1 said to someone as poor as the state seems to be becoming, the DOT is floating in
money, lets have that DOT would give some of it back to be used for taxpayers for other things.
But you're saying that I'm incorrect? Okay.

I'm concerned about the Division the divisiveness within the town. I still have got
a green light back there if you can believe that. I remember 1980 and 1981 but I don't remember
whether it was a formal group or not. Hershner is the one that comes to mind as it always does
that is undertaken the good in this town. They wanted to be able to make neon signs on Main
Street. Not too much acrimony that was defeated and it seems as if right now when I was
listening to the applause being that the applause for each viewpoint was almost equal which
means that you divided. When I say you, I say that because while I received mail going out. You
supported the situation in Blowing Rock. Iam not officially a resident because I live just outside
the city limits off of Chatles Mills Road. One of the things that concerns me as well as what
happens within the town and I'm very concerned about that. I came in here thinking anything
except widening, then I realized that some of the cuts that would have to be make on Alternate
4A and 4B probably would result in major land slides which I wouldn't want to see. You know if
you drive over to (Inaudible) there is a place over there which they've made a four lane and what
did was use the explosive charges and parallel play. I thought it was really ironic that it doesn't
go through the big rocks they have stars and stripes on it. Basically it has been imprisoned
because now I think there is also a sixteen foot high chain link fence to prevent rocks from
coming on the road. So I'm concerned about even below Blackberry that where you're building
out is not too bad but when you start coming up more.

We didn't know one person in Watauga County when we decided to move here.
We visited here for three days at one time. One of the most beautiful things was coming up
where all of those boulders probably are not natural in fact to build it sometime but they give you
the appearance of being agent and natural. Ithink that is going to be the case when you get down
blowing out I guess it would be the east side of the road because I can't imagine that you would
spend money to build in on the west side although if you got that money I wished hat is what you
would do. :

As far as the alternative, I agree with the person who first said none of the above
because I don't think that the answer a widening because if we have a widening, eventually you're
going to have a bypass anyway. So if you're not going to get the widening done until 2010 why
not do what you're going to do and get done with it. I don't like the alternatives as well as I
thought 1 did when I stopped and thought about the cuts. We have been engulfed in rock and in
soil. Please if you can't give back money to the state spend a little more of what you've got to
come up with a plan so that you don't have to end up having homes equal amounts of applause
for opposing views. You know this is a country where we are supposed to respect the rights of
the minority but we're also supposed to be governed by the majority. What I see here is total
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divisiveness. Please do something that's a better alternative.

Moderator: Thank you. Liz Muraro and then Fred Berry.

Liz Muraro: Hi. I'm Liz Muraro and 1 am a resident of Blowing Rock during the
summertime. I've been coming here since ... I've been coming fifty years to Blowing Rock. My
parents built a house here and since then my brother and I came with my parents. My brother's
children then came with him and then mine. His children are now coming to Blowing Rock.

I really speak from the heart. I didn't know about this meeting until about two
weeks ago and I was unable to come because of business until yesterday. I haven't, I drove, I
traveled all night long to get here to this meeting just because ! love Blowing Rock so much and [
plan to retire here as soon as 1 can. It's so important to me but I'm leaving tomorrow to go back
to work. But I came just because, this is just a wonderful community. Everything I was going to
say has already been said so you really don't want to hear it again. But I feel bravely about this
community because I see that we care about each other. Even though we think differently, I think
because I've had a condemned property if you go through I if you go through 1A T am the second
condemned property. It is the first one out of the area because my neighbor across the street is
deaf and so I have basically been affected.

But as I listened, I really felt for every single solitary person who is affected here
because everybody sitting here loves where they live and we feel like are destroying what we
love in our community. I frankly have changed my mind. I think we're giving a lot back to
transportation people in North Carolina but surely there must be a better way to do it. We can get
people where they’re going by not disturbing so many people that love where they live. It's just a
wonderful thing. I'm from Miami and no I know how from Blowing Rock residents got all of us
from Florida here. I guess hey weren't all happy when we started coming. Now that I am from
Miami and I'm experiencing that I have such empathy that I know how they feel so I hope that we
can find something works and makes everybody as happy as possible. I guess when you think
that eighty eight percent of the people don't stop here and we're a community that comes here for
peace and tranquility. That's why my parents moved here. These people coming through here
are going to ruin it for us because they are not even coming here. By the same token, if I were
living some where out and I loved it as I have lived for years, I wouldn't want the road coming
through there either.

That's it. The truth is I'm afraid of public speaking and when you all first said that
you wanted to change it to two minutes, I was disappointed. Then as 1 had to wait, wait and wait
I wish I had voted for two minutes because it would have been easier. The only comment that I
thought of was if you put a 45 mile an hour speed limit through Blowing Rock Bypass, what
traditionally happens is you put a 45 limit and every body goes 55 or 70. So they're not going to
come through at the speed limit. Do you always drive the speed limit when you're going on I-
957 Idon’t and I think the most broken law in the United States I read is the 55 mile an hour
speed limit. So we're going to have them coming through here speeding at least ten miles and
then we'll down such historically. So we're going to have, if you put a 45 mile an hour speed
limit on that and then a time, that makes it 55. Thank you very much. Ilove Blowing Rock and I
hope we can all find something that pleases all of us.
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Moderator: Thank you. Fred Berry. Fred Berry. Brad Moretz and Kevin Craig.
Brad Moretz: My name is Brad Moretz. [ appreciate the opportunity to make a few
comments here tonight.

) One thing that I think you would all agree on is Blowing Rock is definitely a
growing area. You can talk to any builder or person in the real estate business and they will tell
you that this is an arca that is growing. 1 think the worse we do is to put our hands on our eyes
and put our head under the sand to do nothing. Right now I think Blowing Rock is an area that is
known for its scenic beauty. I think it would do nothing Blowing Rock would be known for its
traffic gridlock. There is a cartoon up in the Boone office of the Planning Department and it
starts and it has about eight panels and it starts at about 1900 and it goes to the present day.
About twenty areas per month or ten million per month. In 1900 it shows that there is a field
there and then they (Inaudible) the road that (Inaudible). Then about fifteen years later there is a
little better road with a few poles and a telegraph line between those but I figure there are so
much more poles. You know if I'm going at this about ten years ago then your got generous
amount of wires and telephone poles and it is not very pretty at all. You can look at what DOT
has done (Inaudible) Lutheran Church and see that is a greatly approved area.

Regardless of what's done here the widening of Shops on the Parkway and Green
Parl$ Inn would improve this area. You can look at that picture now. It's not a perfect solution
but it's not going to take the tractor trailers on the bypass by you have to have an actual
progression of that. Usually you don't see a two lane road bypassed with a quarter of a million
dollar option. This just not a logical way to proceed. Then twenty years from now, we may need
a bypass t0 the traffic but now that's just not the case. We will end up with a solutizm thatisa
!mle less perfect but one thing I would like to request the DOT to take a look at is right now there
is an appeasement to the concerned citizen, they put in a divided median on the section that goes
up through the widening option. That median is going to make life pretty difficult. Ihope that if
they d'o select the widening option that they'll consider some changes for that. Thank you for
your time.
Moderator: Thank you sir. Kevin Craig and then Web Alexander.
Kevin Craig: ) My name is Kevin Craig. | sat here and listened to all the arguments and
debates about this. I have yet to see one person vote for these alternates, I mean these bypass
routes here. Thete's a few of you still who want the bypass going through towards Blue Ridge
Pa'rkway and. then on this side there are still some of you who want the widening route. All I'm
going to say is tonight is (Inaudible) at a hundred percent or leaning on one hundred percent that
these are no good. To me, I say let's widen and go on.

Moderator: Web Alexander.

Unidentified Female: I think he went home.

Moderator:
Warren.

Okay. I'm getting in the short rows. John Tester and then Mr. Frank
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John Tester: 1 look out here and see a lot of familiar faces. I also see a lot of strangers.
They are all families of Blowing Rock. We were raised here in Blowing Rock. We've watched
the work progress move in various ways for a long period of time. Our fore fathers, my
grandfather built one of the roads here in Blowing Road. He helped build a road (Inaudible) the
church. Progress. I look around this room and I see a lot of technology. The DOT for a long
time has been trying to find a way so we can progress. Whenever I think about the progress, [
think, do we really need it? Blowing Rock is a unique one of a kind community. Our fore
fathers have built this town and spent a lot of hours and done all the churches and not in the
community hall and not in front of the computers. They spent a lot of time thinking, building,
eating apple pie. A good apple pie, (Inaudible) used to make. Mrs. Joe Cannon used to come
down the house. My grandmother and her would pray for about two hours every Tuesday of the
week for all of our leaders, all the people in the community and do you know what (Inaudible)...

Progress. Let's just build the four lane highway to Blowing Rock. Let's build a
four lane highway to Boone. Let's build a four lane highway around Boone calling in the Boone
Parkway so we can move all these people from the east side to the west side. Nobody stops
through Boone, do you know that? They're all going west. Our trucking industry and all of our
people that are traveling to the west they're so illiterate and so dumb that they can see Interstate
40 or 89 or 77. All of them say let's go through Boone and Blowing Rock and spend all that

money for gas.

I've got a red light now but I'm going to ignore it like the other people have
because I have got something to say. There is not a (Inaudible) around this room. DOT has done
a wonderful job. You are to be congratulated. You have divided the town. Congratulations.
You have good friends of mine who live out on Green Hill and good friends of mine who live in
town mad at each other. (Inaudible) My grandfather, the mayors of Blowing Rock the people
that built this town not the people came here and transplanted and think that they can tell us now
we'll show you how to manage and run your business. Our fore fathers had the fore sight to say
we don't want (Inaudible) in Blowing Rock. Itused to be that there was no (Inaudible) in
Blowing Rock. There has been numerous things kept out of Blowing Rock so that we could have
the community that needs the peace and the solitude, the comfort of Blowing Rock. Annie
Oakley used to give shooting demonstrations over at Mayview. A lot of you people don't know
that. "Gone with the Wind" was written. There's history in Blowing Rock. Now let's just bring
all these highways. Let's go roaring through Blowing Rock and Boone. Let's circle around
Boone and go whizzing off to Tennessee and the west coast and lets destroy the very thing that
we all live here for. Let's just rip it down and tear it down. There's a little Blowing Rock
cemetery here right now if you Jook around this tree. There's alot of my family that (Inaudible)
back there, all the Fords, all the Greens turning over in their grave.

DOT hung around this room, again, I want to thank you for your efforts. We don't
need it. You need to go back to the drawing board and find something better. Manage the road
system as it is. Personally, I don't mind driving slow from Lenoir to Blowing Rock. A lotof
people don't. If you want a true bypass then bypass our beautiful village. There was a lady
earlier who came up with a solution and I hadn't thought about it but it just absolutely did me
well. Go to (Inaudible) light and go up to 421 and take it west. You've already destroyed that
area. 1know my time is up. But I'm going to take advantage of that because I'm a native. And
do you know how [ know I'am a native? I'm going to ask some of you in here to raise your
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hands. How many of you in here was delivered by Dr. (Inaudible)? I count one, two,
three...(Inaudible) ...But they know Dr. (Inaudible)? Bless her heart she's turning over in her
grave too. Thank you for your time.

Moderator: Thank you. Frank Warren and then John Williams.

Frank Warren: I want y'all to know that I fully comprehend the old saying here that our
minds can continue to absorb what are seats can endure. Good evening, my name is Frank
Warren. I have been a resident of Blowing Rock for 15 years.

We own a home that is not affected in any way by any of these alternatives. 1
sympathize with those that are affected on your property and fully understand and comprehend
the problem.

1 just want to maintain the village of Blowing Rock that we all love in the image
that we have perceived it for years. I do have a question of you Mr. Goode. 1would like to quote
from the Watauga Mountain Times from the issue of July 25,

"(Carl Goode of the State Department of Transportation says, 'Plans for Highway

r

321 are always subject to change'.

Do you want to acknowledge that?

Moderator: That's always been (Inaudible). They're all subject to change until they are
built.
Frank Warren: That's good to know. I received tonight from the Department of

Transportation the alternatives and no one preceding me has really spoken to the extent that 1
want to. ] want the alternative, the no build alternative. It says that no changes are (Inaudible) to
US 321 at Blowing Rock at this time. 1 would ask you is this (Inaudible) alternative.

Moderator: Well as long as the alternative is in the project we will review or study this
case. However, we still have the General Statue that we have to get around on this one.

Frank Warren: Alright, talking about statistics, are you telling me that your plans aren't
concrete?

Moderator: Well at this time, no sir.

Frank Warren: Good. That's good to know because I accept this still as an alternative and

the DOT has placed a lot of emphasis in all of the literature that I have read on traffic safety
appealing to our emotions for preventing other injury and traffic deaths. I wanted to tell you that
I worked for the largest automobile insurance company in the world for 30 years. In the course
of my responsibilities I investigated thousands of bodily injury and property damage of
automobiles and also traffic deaths. I can tell you that statistics, figures can be used and
summarized by the company to use to their advantage as far as the (Inaudible) is concerned, the
statistics invariable do not support large accident ratios. Under the existing highway conditions
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that we have here, I think the gentleman that spoke earlier about automobile accidents and
several more of you. I would like to challenge the validity of this appeal. They reported in their
DOT report, the total non-fatal injury growth is twenty three percent higher than any other
highway of this same type or any other road of this same type in the state. What I continue is
there is really no other roads of this same type. I would like to see that road remain the same.

They also go on to say that out of that twenty three percent, again you're using
figures, how many total accidents were there. You report that only one fatality did occur during
the three year study period. That's very low over a three year period. I contend why go through
the trouble and spend this money and put in a highway through Blowing Rock or a bypass to
accommodate the convenience of the small towns of Lenoir, Hickory, Boone, Braxton,
Lincolnton. We route the Charlotte traffic, the traffic of the tourism coming through (Inaudible)
coming up the east coast continuing on Highway 77 onto Highway 421 and making all of the
truck traffic use Highway 77 from Charlotte to Highway 421 coming (Inaudible) 321. The truck
traffic coming from Atlanta or Greenville, come through Asheville onto Highway 40 and up 221.
They have a mostly four lanes coming down 321 (Inaudible). There are only eight miles of the
mountain that are not four-laned at this time. In that eight mile strip, there are three different
four laned areas for passing slower vehicles. I've traveled it many times and that gives the
opportunity for you to pass the slower vehicles in that stretch of eight miles. I maintain that this
is sufficient for the time being and the facts are those. Having learned this from my years of
experience with automobile insurance company, speed kills. Driving slower doesn't kill. Speed
kills and that would speed the traffic up by putting this through. I would like to see us
(Inaudible). We have most of the people speaking tonight for or against one side or the other. I
would like to see us unified and supporting this alternative that you have given us. No changes
or improvements to US 321 at Blowing Rock at this time. Thank you.

Moderator: John Williams.

John Williams: 1 would like to thank all of you for staying long enough so that I
could talk. I want to support also the no-build alternative. I'm sorry that more people early on
didn't but in a way I'm not surprised. I want to particularly take issue with a couple of points
laying in connection with the no build alternative. You can't stop progress for example. That's a
very old attitude and have been proven wrong if you define progress in an old fashioned way.
But today, progress includes things, life, historic preservation like preventing environmental
deprivation, like protecting the special places of the earth and the people who pave it over or
turned every inch of it in to some kind of commercial enterprise. We do live in one of those very
special places of the earth. I've lived here for thirteen years full-time but [ have to tell you that as
a citizens of the United States and I had moved here two weeks ago and a part time resident, I
would feel that it was my duty and my right to speak up on these issues. They're very important
issues.

The second thing that I want to point out in favor of the no build alternative, one
of my friends who spoke earlier said she didn't think that was realistic. Well the fact is that if
you look at recent history, united communities have stood up to highway builders and they have
stopped projects and in everyone of those communities that I've known of the communities have
not only survived, but they have prospered. I'll give you some examples. The Embarcadero
Freeway in San Francisco. When the residents of the waterfront areas of San Francisco stood up
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and proposed that highway that met the same borage of arguments that we are getting now from
the highway builders. The statistics about true traffic, the statistics about our accidents, the
statistics about levels of service. The fact is they stopped it and not only did they stop it when
the 1989 earthquake destroyed one of connectors had been built, they prevented it from being
built back. In San Francisco in the thirty years the freeway has been installed what had it done?
Of course it has gotten richer and richer and prospered. The tourist business has increased with
the area and the complete freeway where the light is has in fact become a major tourist zone.
You can talk about the Riverfront Expressway in New Orleans, the same thing. About replacing
the west side highway in New York City, the same thing. In Memphis, the people who were
building I-40 actually pulled down the houses the historic houses in the mid city area, but the
united opposition still prevent the highway from being blasted through the city and in fact the
new district has been that in historic styles. That will revive the neighborhood and community.
These are all urban examples but we have one of the best examples right here in our town and
that is the Linco Boulder Field. With all due respect of the Park Service and how much
enjoyment we get out of it tuckily we all can be part of the constituency of the Park Service. The
fact is the Park Service wanted to build the Linco Boulder Field the same peculiar way that the
DOT wants to build and blast through Blowing Rock. And Hugh Morton had the power and the
will to stand up to them and they used existing technology, technology that existed in Europe,
there wasn't anything technologically innovative about except that it was brought from the United
States. We are now considered one of the jewels of the Blue Ridge Parkway and of Western
North Carolina in general. That wasn't brought to us by the Park Service, that was brought to us
by Hugh Morton and the pressure that he can generate. The pressure that we can generate has to
come from the united community and I say that I am the grandson of an engineer, the son of an
engineer, the father of an engineer and I might add that I'm a consultant to Parsons Brickerhoff in
another state. I'm not surprised that the alternatives presented have divided people so vividly. 1
don't think it is an accident. I would like to think that North Carolina which used to be had a
reputation for progressiveness might have a Highway Department that quit thinking other than
the not "one-size-fits-all" mentality. But if they can't be that great, if they can't absorb the values
of that the people articulated here about the passion displayed, about respect for the nature and
respect for community if they can't the examples that I sighted shows that they can be forced to
and I hope that won't happen here. Thanks for letting me speak.

Moderator Donald Kay Silver. Okay. No Donald story? Okay. That concludes our
list of those who signed up to speak prior to the hearing. [ would like to open the floor to anyone
else who make any comment for the record. Yes sir.

Unidentified Male: 1 would like to direct the comments to the members of the DOT
officials that are here accused of everything but rape and spitting on the sidewalk. That's no way
to treat guests. I personally apologize to you.

John Pertal: My name is John Pertal. I'm a full time resident of Blowing Rock. Ireally
was not going to speak tonight but many of the things that I would say or would have said have
already been said so I'll be very brief.

I think the meeting has been helpful. I think it has been very informative because
I do believe we have listened and some opinions have changed tonight. I've been in the
development business of major projects for twenty plus years so I've sat on both sides of the table
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and I've seen these issues presented for a long time. In most of those cases, we were able to
resolve the issues of roads going through communities and the character of communities
changing satisfactorily. Ibelieve that can be done with the DOT in this particular issue that we
are facing. One of the things that have come up tonight, you know we listened to and we've
reviewed the devastating impact of the alternatives. I actually think it is devastating is an impact
of extraordinary magnitude to Blowing Rock. So I think that is a legal issue in and of itself.
We've listened to those. 1 mean widening, I think, is a terrible alternative. I think the other
alternatives are terrible. There is not a good one on the table. We really shouldn't consider that.
These last gentlemen who have spoken about the no build, I think they were along the right track
as to what we should be doing. I think the other severe impact which has also been addressed for
an hour or an hour an a half here has been what is done to our community and I won't go into that
since so many other people have spoken to that issue. But I think it is very clear. I was notas
aware as I am at this moment of what it has done to this community until coming here tonight.
I've been at a lot of meeting about this highway and I have heard a lot of opinions expressed and I
have certainly never been bashful about expressing my own opinion about it. But tonight, to sec
how many people have passionately cared about the community and how hurt they would be and
how devastated their families and how it would affect the legacy of it has been developed and
inherent in the families that are here in Blowing Rock now if any of these alternatives were
followed through. I mean it is just very impartial. If you have got a heart at all you just don't
want to see that happen to the people in this community.

I think that as I said, all the alternatives I really think should be bothersome and
some of the things that they should possibly look at very definitely. Something that was
mentioned a year or so ago and to my knowledge they have not addressed this as of yet. They
could re-direct this truck traffic that everybody seems so concerned about and we're certainly
concerned about it as citizens from the time that it is coming from the south to the time that it
gets to Lenoir, they definitely could get that truck traffic either on 77 before that or I could just
suggest that they could move it down state road 18 very easily without much extent and get it
over to 421 without very much cost. That land is flat. Whatever rural land is there is certainly
used for varying purpose and would be much cheaper than blasting up 2 mountain.

Secondly, if we fact we need it in the future, they could add two additional
sections of passing lanes coming up the mountain and probably take care of any problems. I
mean for years that I have been coming up here, I rarely, rarely encounter problems. But if we
did need to increase it and have two passing lanes then certainly you could add that for a minimal
cost. In the future it wouldn't be an unwise or reasonable thing putting in a reversible turn lane
on that section of 321 that runs through Blowing Rock somewhere between the Green Park Inn,
somewhere between there and stops on the Parkway to move traffic faster through there. You
could do that with a reversible third lane. Just because it is a four lane doesn't require any type of
median. So there are lots of things that could be consider in addition to that but the state has a
responsibility but I really believe the state has a responsibility to be good stewards of the
taxpayers money. This is just ridiculous that we are faced with robbing a fairly well-designed
plan of DOT to have these four alternatives. I guess five plans, one plan of widening and four
alternatives to look at and they really want to force us to choose which I think earlier in the
evening that's some how the way we were going. It was either one side or the other widening or
one of these other alternatives. I don't think that is what we should be forced to do at all. I really
don't think we have to choose any of these alternatives. Someone made the statement tonight that
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it's time to just make a decision. We need to make a decision and get on with it. Well, we need
to make the right decision. We don't need to make a decision just for the sake of making a
decision. So I would request the DOT to go back to the drawing board. Take comments they've
heard tonight and look at some absolutely totally new innovative solutions to this problem that
really doesn't exist at the present but might exist at some time in the future. Thank you.

Gerald Brown: I'm Gerald Brown and this has been one eye-opener of a hearing for me.
I'm still against the widening but take away anything [ said about being 4A and 4B. I'm no longer
in favor of that. I think Mr. West did it for me. None of the above is a good answer and the
other most recent speaker's no build. If that is one of our choices, no build. Thank you.

Moderator: Yes sir.

Unidentified Male: Well [ just wanted to say a few things. 1 was born and raised in
Washington, DC. Practice medicine in Lenoir since 1977 and a resident and been a full-time
resident of Blowing Rock for the last five years. One thing that all of these alternatives that are
up here now will change my life. It would take it away from being a bit of heaven as described
by some of the professors that are visiting me from Baltimore Maryland and Bowman Gray in
Winston. And we're going to loose it no matter what alternative we take it would never be the
same here. It will (Inaudible) Blackberry and abuse on Liberty Parkway. No one wants that. No
wants the widening through the middle of the town. If we take either one of them, twenty five
years from now we'll probably end up with wealth. I think the thing now is we need to make a
stand. 1 think most of you can remember that lone Chinese guy on the square in Red China
(Inaudible). I think in this county, he would have had a heck of a lot better results than in Red
China. Blowing Rock is the same thing to the Department of Transportation. To the young man
here who had a farm that was going to be torn up that chose alternate 4, to a family that has
already given away lots of land, if we stand up together in front of the bull dozers down at the
bottom of this town and force the DOT to figure out another way to get 85% of these cars up and
around, we will succeed. We will succeed. We will keep a little bit of heaven aimed here on
this earth. We can only do it if we do it together. What the DOT has done is twist our arms so
one of us will say, "Okay, [ want the widening, I want the widening." Angd then the other side
will say; "No, no I want Alternate 4". But we don't want either one of them. We want Blowing
Rock to be what it is now.

We had a resident come to Lenoir from New York City. They had never seen the
stars until she came down her to work as a local tenant. Can you imagine never seeing a star?
Can you imagine that? Can you imagine that never seeing a star? Well the solution here is bad
enough that it is affected already that we have a hard time seeing the stars but at least we have
seen them. We can not loose this. If we choose to allow these alternatives, we might as well
move to Cashiers or Hollands because this place will never be the same.

Moderator: Do we have others? Okay, if not thank you very much for your
participation and we appreciate your efforts and your stability. Thank you.

Hearing Adjourned.
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