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nunent 1e US 321 Tmpeos ements

Subject: comment re: US 321 Improvements
Date: Sun. 29 Sep 2002 19:01:47 -0400
COMMENT SHEET From: "David H. Armbruster" <darmbruster@charter.net>
To: <cgoode@dot.state.nc.us>

US 321 Improvements Dear Mr.Good
ear Mr.Goode:

Corridor Public Hearing | may be a few days late to have my concerns included in the pubfic record; | received this notice late. | would like
R-2937C Proi to have my voice heard, however.
g roject 6.739001T Caldwell and W i
atauga Counties I own approximately three acres of land .3 miles south of Rocky top Road off of 321. My brother Paul Armbruster
A owns property adjoining mine, and has recently build a cedar home there. (| think you have spoken with him.) We
ugust 26, 2002 knew there would be a widening project the area when we bought the property, however, the green right-of-way
margin | saw at City Hall has me in total shock. The margin goes two or three hundred feet up the hill, which will
wipe me out completely! | purchased this property to build a retirement home for myself. In the mean time, | have
NAME: I been enjoying the raw land; camping and dreaming about the house and garden | would like to build some
N /e day. Now | am very worried that ali of it will be taken away from me. The thought of the property used give me
p < piece-of-mind. Now it upsets me.

ADDRESS: - ' : —
oz / CszfégJ It would be in my best interests to go 4A or 4B, but these options are much more expensive than the 1A and 1B
options. | do feel that 4A and 4B would be the best route(s) although | am not in a position to be objective as 1A
COMMENTS AND \OR QUESTIONS: and 1B will harm me, (and it will not be up for a vote of landowners anyway.) | believe the tunnel would become a
tourist destination and would add a bit of Blue Ridge Parkway feel to 321. !t also seems to be the least disruptive
option with respect to the local community, and would make the existing route a charming country lane...Old

o SHe- 47 /) Sses  Ape face o7 te - Blowing Rock Road...(or something like that )

Blowing Rock is a jewel. [ love the area and bought land there in 1997. | made sacrifices to be able to afford the
—_— property and fee! 1 will never be able to replace it if | am forced to leave. | would like to be optimistic about this, but
{ . 4‘7 I fear the powers that be will make the decision based solely on cost. | hope [ am wrong.
eey e A ”?

78 §/ K_ﬁ’ﬁc’/ On % ?ﬁ’/{ l(é(/ﬂ/? . Sincerely,

0¢-9

David H. Armbruster
Hickory, NC

cell: 828-302-0411

_36@//;1/ Roucke 7y A//?/

Comments may be mailed to:
C. B. Goode, Jr., P, E.
Manager of the Office of Human Environm

) ent
158?3 Mail Service Center ?
Raleigh, NC 27699-1599 Phone: {919) 250-4092

E-mail: cgoode@dot.state.nc.us Fax: (919) 250-4208
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L, NC 28605
August 26, 2002

Mr. William Gitmore, Manager
PDEA Branch, NCDOT

1548 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-1548

I thank you for taking a moment to read this note.

As a full time resident of the Blowing Rock area of Watauga county I must tell you that I am vehemently
opposed to the plan for widening the highway corridor for US 321 through Blowing Rock.

I am convinced that such a “renovation” for the highway would destroy forever the natuse of the small
town, disfiguring it in such a way that no amount of effort or expense could ever repair. Not every onc
wants to vacation in rowdy, congested venues. Many North Carolina residents and visitors from other
states seek out beauty and comfort for their “time away” and they bring many dollars with them. The

proposed widening of the existing US 321 corridor will make the Blowing Rock area less attractive to
them and will ultimately cost far more in lost tourist revenue than will be saved by the adoption of the
plan. Simply put, the tourist dollar will largely disappear and pride in the town will diminish rapidly.

Aside from my opposition based on the very negative physical, psychological and economic impacts that
such a project will certainly cause, [ am equally enraged by the self serving, insensitive and
condescending attitude maintained by the North carolina Department of Transportation. Red herrings,
misrepresentation and bad faith negotiations may not have originated with the local DOT representatives,
but the department’s administration is certainly guilty of alj of these.

I 'am well aware of the economy of “improving” upon the existing roadway for US 321 as opposed to
creating a completely different route around Blowing Rock, but you must understand that there are times
when, in the long run, a larger expense for a change in infrastructure makes more sense for a community
and a stale than does a short sighted, insensitive and apparently cheaper alternative.

1am certain that you have read all of the arguments, pro and con, for the widening of US 321, and that
you are aware of all of the proposed alternatives, so I will not recount them here. But I will repeat that
am completely and irrevocably opposed to any plan that would enlarge the existing highway corridor
through Blowing Rock. I would also add that, shouid such a plan be implemented, I will hold each and
every individual and department associated with that adoption accountable and I will express my
disapproval at every opportunity for re-election and re-appointment.
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Comments may be mailed to:

C. B. Goode, Jr., P. E.

Manager of the Office of Human Environment

1583 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC 27699-1599 Phone: (919) 250-4092 Fax: (919) 250-4208
E-mail: cgoode@dot.state.nc.us

Blowing Rock, NC-28605

Barbara Werner Ball

P.O. Box 1809 (828) 295-9642
887 Wonderland Trail Fax (828) 295-0842
E-mail: bobbyb @ pbandw.com
September 8, 2002
Dear Missy,

[ am writing about the proposed widening of Rt. 321 in Blowing Rock. I have seen and
met you many times up here in the mountains over the past nine years. [ know you have
a job to do. I am only sorry it had to be this job.

It is beyond belief, that in a state that depends upon tourism so heavily, that people can
allow this kind of thing to happen to a town where people flock year round. The proposed
four lane widening of this road will totally ruin every aspect of life in Blowing Rock, for
year round residents, seasonal people whose families have been here for three generations
and for our thousands of visitors alike.

I realize that in the large scale of things we are probably not so important. But we are
tax-paying citizens like everyone else, (our current property taxes are off the charts) and
most of us live here for the peace and quiet, clean air, good schools and the quality of life
found only in a small town in the mountains. None of us came here with the idea of
overlooking and listening to a major highway with noisy trucks and pollution dividing
our town in half, not to mention the unsettling aspects that a road of this size wiil bring
with it.

Please don’t believe if you counted the opinions pro and con at the public hearing that
that was a real count of the feelings in this town. The vast majority of people do not want
that road dividing our town as a four-lane highway. If we have to have it we would like a
toned down version. I would ask you to use what influence you have to try and geta
citizen committee to be able to work with your team to make it the most attractive it can
be. (You may not know that Carolyn Ewing is moving to Wilmington and is no longer
involved with Concerned Citizens.)

Thank you for whatever help you can be to us!

! Vo
b i [l
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PO Box 1809 {828) 2095-8642
887 Wonderland Trail Fax (828) 295-0842
Blowing Rock, NC 28605 £-mail: bobbyb @ pbandw.com

September 8, 2002
Dear Mr. Gilmore,

I am writing this letter with hopes that you will take a renewed interest in the situation in
Blowing Rock, NC concerning the widening plan by DOT of RT. 321.

As | am sure you are aware, this precious jewel of a town, which is loved by so many,
inside and outside of our state has been fighting a battle with DOT for at least 12 years.
We are now getting close to the decision being made. It is beyond belief, that in a state
that depends upon tourism so heavily, that people can allow this kind of thing to happen
to a town where people flock year round. The proposed four lane widening of this road
will totally ruin every aspect of life in Blowing Rock, for year round residents, seasonal
people whose families have been here for three generations and for our thousands of

visitors alike.

I realize that in the large scale of things we are probably not so important. But we are
tax-paying citizens like everyone else, (our current property taxes are off the charts) and
most of us live here for the peace and quiet, clean air, good schools and the quality of life
found only in a‘small town in the mountains. None of us came here with the idea of
overlooking and listening to a major highway with noisy trucks and pollution dividing
our town in half, not to mention the unsettling aspects that a road of this size will bring

with it.

Please ask yourself if this is really necessary and have the COURAGE to speak out about
it in a public manner. I have been serving as a town council member for 9 years. [ know
what it is to stand up and be counted . There are some things in life that are more
important than special interests and important money, wherever it is coming from. In my
opinion you need to represent the citizens of this small town as well as others in this state.
Only then will you be able to live comfortably with yourself and sleep nights.

Think about it in that context and write or speak to those with the power to change what |

‘/’)22( Mica /L'\'.Z)/KC 74

think is about to happen here. Thank you!
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Comments may be mailed to:

C. B. Goode, Jr., P. E.

Manager of the Office of Human Environment
1583 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC 27699-1599 Phone: (919) 250-4092  Fax: (919) 250-4208
E-mail: cgoode@dot.state.nc.us
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Judy Barnes Cillexs
5405 9th Ave. § RigiveD
Birmingham, AL 35212 02
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US 321 Improvements
ConLﬁor Public Hearing
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Comments may be mailed to:

C. B. Goode, Jr., P. E. .

Manager of the Office of Human Environment

1583 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC 27699-1599 Phone: (919) 250-4092  Fax: (919) 250-4208
E-mail: cgoode@dot.state.nc.us



ge-d

DAVID BASKIN REA LT Yoz

7668 VALLEY BOULEVARD, P.0O. BOX 341

BLOWING ROCK, NC 28606
PHONE OR FAX 828-295-9490
E-MAIL DBIB@WBOONENET

MR. WILLIAM GILMORE, MGR.

PDEA BRANCH NCDOT

1548 MAIL SERVICE CENTER

RALEIGH, NC 27699-1548

AS A CITIZEN AND TAX PAYER OF BLOWING ROCK, AS WELL AS
THE STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA AND VOTERS IN BOTH, MY WIFE
AND I WISH TO EXPRESS OUR OPINION ON THE 321 HIGHWAY
ISSUE PRESENTLY BEFORE US.

IT IS UNTHINKABLE TO US AS BUSINESS OWNERS, WHO OWN AND
OPERATE TWO BUSINESSES ON 321 IN BLOWING ROCK (THE
PRESENT “BYPASS") THAT THE NCDOT WOULD EVEN CONSIDER
WIDENING THIS ROAD AND PUTTING SO MANY BUSINESSES OUT
OF BUSINESS ; AS WELL AS DESTROYING OUR TOWN.

AS A TAX PAYER AND VOTER, WE WANT TO STATE FLAT OUT,
BUILD A TRUE BYPASS NOW. IF COST IS A TRUE CONSIDERATION,
THEN MAKE IT A TOLL ROAD AND LET IT BE PAID FOR BY USER
FEES.

TOLL ROADS HAVE BEEN PROVEN SUCCESSFUL IN MANY, MANY
SITUATIONS AND COULD BE UTILIZED SUCCESSFULLY IN THIS
SITUATION.

AGAIN WE SAY BUILD A TRUE BYPASS DO NOT WIDEN !!

AU L

DAVID AND JEAN BASKIN

COMMENT SHEET
US 321 improvements

Corridor Public Hearing

R-2237C Project 6.739001T

August 26, 2002

NAME: Dow N BAukIGHT

ADDRESS: 3] CHERDKEE PUNCE CHAELGTTE

COMMENTS AND\OR QUESTIONS:

Caldwell and Watauga Counties

Plesse  send me ey of* He /90‘# Aearig meeting

mrﬂuié} '

Comments may be mailed to:

C. B. Goode, Jr., P, E,

Manager of the Office of Human Environment
1583 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC 27699-1599 Phone: (919) 250-4092
E-mail: cgoode@dot.state.nc.us

Fax: (919) 250-4208

AHC 9807
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COMMENT SHEET
US 321 Improvements

Corridor Public Hearing

R-2237C Project 6.739001T Caldwell and Watauga Counties
August 26, 2002
NAME:
ADDRESS: (02>~ (@ L M CATO T
COMMENTS AND\OR QUESTIONS: p
a/
-

Comments may be mailed to:

C. B. Goode, Jr., P. E.

Manager of the Office of Human Environment
1583 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC 27699-1599 Phone: (919) 250-4092
E-mail: cgoode@dot.state.nc.us

Fax: (919) 250-4208
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Comments may be mailed to:
C. B. Goode, Jr., P. E.

Manager of the Office of Human Environment
1583 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC 27699-1599 Phone: (919) 250-4092  Fax: {919) 250-4208
E-mail: cgoode@dot.state.nc.us



Warren L. Bingham
3501 Williamsborough Court
Raleigh, NC 27609

September 15, 2002 O Tlze, e rm i
RECEIviel

Mr. Carl Goode, PE, Manager )

NC Department of Transportation SEP 2.4 2002

Office of Human Environment

1583 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC 27699-1583

Dear Mr. Goode:

I write regarding the public discussion of route US 321 through Blowing Rock. Though
most citizens weigh in on DOT’s alternatives of whether to widen the existing route or
create a new bypass, I suggest a different alternative: do nothing.

US 421—soon to be completed as a 4-lane highway from Winston-Salem to Boone-—can
serve as easy access to the entire northwestern North Carolina region. Indeed,
commercial vehicles of a certain number of axles or size could be restricted from the
existing US 321 from Lenoir to Blowing Rock; instead they could be directed to use the
“new” 421, which could serve as 321”Truck” route. Restricted vehicles would access
Blowing Rock from Boone.

8¢-d

My plan would reduce the amount of vehicles, especially larger ones, on the subject road.
The road, with its width and curves, is a “traffic-calming” road. I read that in some
locales transportation money is spent to reduce road width and visibility in order to stow
or “calm” traffic. The design of the existing road serves this good purpose; it slows
drivers down as they enter an often-foggy area along the edge of a gorge.

The clich¢ goes: “if you build it they will come.” That is, more vehicles will pass along a
widened or new route 321. And what real purpose does that serve? The road soon
becomes just as unsafe because of more cars going at higher speeds. When do we as a
society stop adding lanes? Or stop building new roads, which costs the public its money
and environment? These are hard questions, but by better managing existing roads, such
as maximum utilization of the nearly completed 421, the public can save dollars and
much of the charm of Blowing Rock. And perhaps save lives by leaving route 321 alone.

Sincerely yours,

Women o, /éw/_\,ﬁ

Warren L. Bingham

COMMENT SHEET
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Corridor Public Hearing
R-2237C Project 6.739001T Caldwell and Watauga Counties

August 26, 2002

NAME:

ADDRESS: A8 dold dol  Leper e Sst4s

COMMENTS AND\OR QUESTIONS:

Cnest (Pm@rx_ T Lscuid e
i

o haue o de CmLt\Uhi.\j

T woatd ot yor Widenng & astwd. TF s SUiﬁg Yo Aok "y Grandmother’s

s rcqllj Clop 't want Yeme ot bat 0o mu.htafl M
VTTENTION 70 EVERYoUE

house ond

THE SpME PMOUNT

jﬂ\JVOlf\/E D \/\L:-rD E NN C7 r\Dg 91 Anctr ‘“\:nﬂ s had- NG

more  Albeenakos Mludes P(WM Had lave here - all gearm cound  know Hhas
Na . —

N v g ]
(. O bt Hhan [’)prl{ Hox v /\ s Gett-o € e ({CCU—Q"IC(

do [hanks, b e
P @98 nob have an Opinion dnd &
Swdld ot e one & ohen F cones affecting e hain
Comments may be mailed to: people Hur dve heee

C. B. Goode, Jr., P. E.
Manager of the Office of Human Environment
1583 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC 27699-1599 Phone: (919) 250-4092  Fax: (919) 250-4208
E-mail: cgoode@dot.state.nc.us
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Comments may be mailed to:

C. B. Goode, Jr., P, E,

Manager of the Office of Human Environment

1583 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC 27699-1599 Phone: {919) 250-4092  Fax: (915} 250-4208
E-mail: cgoode@dot.state.nc.us
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E-mail: cgoode@dot.state.nc.us
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Comments may be mailed to:

C. B. Goode, Jr., P. E,

Manager of the Office of Hurnan Environment
1583 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC 27699-1599 Phone: (919) 250-4092
E-mail: cgoode@dot.state.nc.us

Fax: (919) 250-4208





