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Corridor Public Hearing
R-2237C Project 6.739001T Caldwell and Watauga Counties

August 26, 2002
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Comments may be mailed to:

C. B. Goode, Jr., P. E.

Manager of the Office of Human Environment

1583 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC 27699-1599 Phone: (919) 250-4092 Fax: (919) 250-4208

E-mail: cgoode@dot.state.nc.us
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Attached List of Governmental Officials
September 23, 2002
Page 2

The project should have a very low priority as far as our highway construction projects
are concerned. As I and thousands (millions?) of North Carolinians sit in traffic every day
around Charlotte, Raleigh and even our much smaller business centers, I am amazed at the idea
that projects that are sorely needed and wanted by our citizens and voters are placed behind a
project such as the Blowing Rock highway project that does not serve nearly any significant
business interests and is opposed by people who understand what the project will do to one of the
most beautiful parts of our State.

Budget priorities weigh against this project. The State’s budget woes and financial issues
at this point in time are well documented and well known by politicians and voters alike. It
simply makes no fiscal sense to spend significant monies on this project when so many other,
more deserving and more revenue-generating projects go wanting.

In summary, this project has little if any business or environmental support, significantly
harms legitimate State business, tourism and environmental interests, and comes at a time that
the money is much more properly and appropriately used elsewhere. Action (or inaction) that
permits this project to move forward seems clearly to be contrary to the best interests of North
Carolina and its citizens. It is not too late to do the right thing for North Carolina and your
various constituency groups. Please take the appropriate action to deny or postpone indefinitely
the approval of this project. Thank you for listening and for your service to North Carolina and
its citizens.

My best personal regards.

Very truly yours,

RGB:em
Attachment

cc: Members of North Carolina General Assembly (shown on the aftached list)

Charlotte 531010.1
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HERE'S WHAT I THINK!

U.S. HIGHWAY 321 IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT
BLOWING ROCK, NORTH CAROLINA
AUGUST 26, 2002

My name is Charlie Brown. Home is that place where, no matter how
far or how long you may travel, you always intend to return. I grew up at the
foot of the mountain in Morganton and in 1975, T made 168 Hilitop Way in
Blowing Rock my Home.

I have the somewhat dubious distinction of being the first full-time
lawyer to open an office and practice here. As a former President of the
Chamber of Commerce, Chairman of the Planning & Zoning Board and
member of the original Steering Committee for the creation of High Country
Host, I have experienced firsthand and actively participated in the
transformation of Blowing Rock from a tiny, relatively unknown spot in the
midst of the Blue Ridge Mountains into a thriving Resort Village,

Here's what I think about the U.S. Highway 321 Improvements Project.
NO WIDENING!
I guess, by now, we all recognize that growth here is going to occur; so

how do we handle it? Personally, I favor carefully thought out, well planned
and controlled growth for the future of the Town of Blowing Rock.
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That’s Why I'm in Favor of ALTERNATIVE 4A or 4B
For HIGHWAY 321.

Blowing Rock is no longer just a “Roadside Stop” along U.S. Highway
321. For more than 25 years, we have worked hard together to give
ourselves a special identity as a quiet mountain Village with its own unique
blend of natural beauty, character and charm. Itis that blend which has made

us all prosper. My vision is that we should keep it that way!

Let’s face it; we've made Blowing Rock a place where others want to be,

even if it's only for a visit!

WE'RE A DESTINATION!

Over the years, amid some enormous political battles and huge
expenditures of money, we have become a “Destination” all of our own, not
a “Stop Along The Way” to buy gas and get a bite to eat while heading on to

somewhere else.

We're proud to be known as “Blowing Rock”.

We need the land in and around Highway 321 for future growth and
development. Main Street and Sunset Drive are just about "maxed out” and

parking Downtown is a continuing “thorn in the side".

321 is our logical choice for business snd resicential expansion. It could

eventually become pedestrian oriented, just as Main Street and Sunset are
now. It could also become the focal point of ample parking and shuttle
transportation for our Visitors to Downtown.

Alternative 4A or 4B is the Answer.

Both 4A and 4B provide Tourists with a unique opportunity which, up
to now, has been reserved exclusively for the Parkway . . . That is, an
opportunity to enjoy an area of natural wilderness in the Biue Ridge Mountains
they would otherwise never see; to conveniently exit 321 and stay with us; or
to move along “hassle free” to their destination of choice. As the. virtual
photographs vividly demonstrate, the impact on our mountain vista will be
minimal.

This Is a One Time Chance to
PRESERVE OUR VILLAGE ATMOSPHERE!

There's a lot to be said for living here along Highway 321 as it is now.
We're only minutes from the middle of Downtown; vet it is so quiet, we often
feel we're miles away. There's no need for 4 and 5 lane highways, chain stores
and big shopping centers to thrive in Blowing Rock. We already have that . .

. .. in Boone!
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Of paramount importance is the protection of our Historic Landmarks,
Homes, Landscaping and “General Peace & Quiet” all along 321 from the
entrance of Town to the Parkway. While the physical structures may not be
destroyed by the Widening Alternative, the scenic beauty, tranquility and
ambiance certainly will be.

Make no mistake about it; I love Tourists! Remember, it's the natural
beauty, character and village charm of Blowing Rock they come to see and
enjoy; and that’s what keeps our businesses open and our property values

soaring.

If your vision for the future of Blowing Rock is similar to mine, let your
preference for Alternative 4A or 4B and against Widening be widely known.
File your written comments with the DOT Office of Human Environment in
Raleigh before September 26™ and talk or write to every State and Federal
elected official who will lend an ear. Tell your friends and everyone else you

come upon to do the same.

Charlie R. Brown
168 Hilltop Way
Blowing Rock, North Carolina 28605
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BLOWING ROCK, NC 28605
828-295-6849
E-MAIL; NINCLYDE@AQL.COM
8-27-02
Mr. C.B. Goode, Jr. P.E.

1583 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC

Dear Sir:

Blowing Rock, NC is already burdened by noise contamination
from existing Hwy. 321 due mainly to the fact that the state of
North Carolina is not enforcing laws regarding straight
exhausts on heavy trucks and motorcycles. The combination
of such exhausts combined with Jacobs brakes on trucks
creates a lot of noise in one of the outstanding villages in the
North Carolina mountains. This was addressed at the last
meeting of the Town Council. The town does not have
adequate enforcement officers available, and with the state
doing nothing to eliminate the noise, the situation is bad.

Now the state wants to compound the problem by widening
Hwy. 321, so we can anticipate a subtantial increase in noise,
mainly because the widening option is lowest cost. It will be
lowest cost yet again in a few years when four lanes will need to
be 6 or more lanes (as now in Boone).

Please, if the environment does mean anything, do not let this
happen to this lovely little jewel of a town in these beautiful
mountains. I am 77 years of age, live within 60 yards of the
current 321, and suffer now from the noise problem.

Thank you,
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C. B. Goode, Jr., P. E.

Manager of the Office of Human Environment

1583 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC 27699-1599 Phone: (919) 250-4092 Fax: (919) 250-4208
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wd: Please start soon! |

Subject: [Fwd: Please start soon!]
Date: Mon, 12 Aug 2002 14:17:23 -0400
From: Missy Dickens <mdickens@dot state.nc.us>
Organization: North Carolina Department of Transportation
To: Carl Goode <cgoode@dot.state nc.us> , Reggie Scales <ScalesR@pbworld.com>

Hearing Comment

-------- Original Message -~----—-
Subject: Please start soon!
Date: Sat, 10 Aug 2002 21:54:19 -0400
From: "patrick & janey campbell" <campbell@apptechnc.net>
To: <mdickens@dot.state.nc.us>

more sensible! Sincerely, The Campbell's Blowing Rock, NC (P.S. Not from Florida)



Scales, Reggie

From: Scales, Reggie
Sent:  Thursday, August 29, 2002 2:43 PM

To: "Missy Dickens’

Cc: Carl Goode (cgoode @dot.state.nc.us); Page, John
Subject: US 321 Contact Report - Peggy Cantrell

Missy:

Per your request, | spoke with Ms. Cantrell via telephone. Her comments were as follows:

Itis NCDOT's intent to destroy the Town (Blowing Rock)
NCDOT will ‘blast out’ the mountain
It is a shame that NCDOT will destroy a town

She received a project newsletter from Cornelius, NC (Concerned Citizens)
Someone is making a lot money on this project at the expense of others

A quiet stretch of highway will become a metropolis

She would like to know what was said at the hearing

The whole process is dishonest

People have worked all their lives to retire in Blowing Rock and now it will be destroyed

Page 1of 4

She has a mountain home four miles north of Boone and if a project such as this impacted her property she would, “blow their butts off”

| talked to Ms. Cantrell about the Highway Trust Fund requirements, the project Purpose and Need, and the September 26 deadline for additional public

comments, | also told Ms. Cantrell that | would send her a NCDOT project newsletter and CD and that she couid contact me if she had additional

guestions.
c. electronic file

||||| Original Message

From: Missy Dickens [mailto:mdickens@dot.state.nc.us]
Sent: Thursday, August 29, 2002 1:47 PM

To: Scales, Reggie
Subject: [Fwd: Re: [Fwd: HEAT Case # 00101250 - Priority 2 - Normall]

Reggie,

please weed through the preamble and call the woman who called on
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C. B. Goode, Jr., P. E.
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Manager of the Office of Hu
1583 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC 27699-
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E-mail: cgoode@dot.state.nc.us





