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P. O. Box 1954
Blowing Rock, North Carolina 28605

August 24, 2002

Mr. Carl Goode, PE Manager

Office of Human Environment

NCDOT

1583 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC 27699-1583

Dear Mr. Goode:

North Carolina spends millions of doliars to attract tourists. Blowing Rock has
become a Haven for tourists. We have developed an economy based on
summer and winter visitors to our quaint village.

Please rethink the DOT proposal to bisect our town with a multilane highway,
disrupting small businesses and driving tourists and residents away.

Atrue bypass would be less expensive than widening the existing corridor and
then building the bypass DOT says it will have to build in eleven years,

88% of the traffic on Highway 321, including eighteen wheelers, has a destination
other than Blowing Rock and would be better served with a bypass.

A true bypass could become an attraction itself like the Linville Viaduct.
Let's “Do it right the first time” with a true bypass our state can be proud of.

Yours sincerely,
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P. 0. Box 1954
Blowing Rock, North Carolina 28605
August 20, 2002
Mr. William Gilmore, Manager
PDEA Branch, NCDOT
1548 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-1548
Dear Mr. Gilmore:
North Carolina spends millions of dofiars to attract tourists. Blowing Rock has
become a Haven for tourists. We have developed an economy based on

summer and winter visitors to our quaint village.

Please oppose the DOT proposal to bisect our town with a muitilane highway,
disrupting small businesses and driving tourists and residents away.

A true bypass would be less expensive than widening the existing corridor and
then building the bypass DOT says it will have to build in eleven years.

88% of the traffic on Highway 321, including eighteen wheelers, has a destination
other than Blowing Rock and would be better served with a bypass.

A true bypass could become an attraction itself like the Linville Viaduct.
Let's “Do it right the first time” with a true bypass our state can be proud of.

Yours sincerely, s
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August 21, 2002

Mr. Wiltiam Gilmore. Manager
PDEA Branch. NCDOT

1548 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-1548

Re: 105,521 Development in the Village of Blowing Rock
Dear Mr. Gilmore:

The North Carolina mounwins inspire residents and visitors with awesome respect for the
wonders of Nature. While developing the economy of Watagua County and Blowing
Rock, our community has maintained the natural beauty and viliage charm that residents
love and visitors avidly seck. The Historic District is part of that charm. The current
NCDOT plan to bisect the historic district with a multilane highway would irrevocably
alter the historic quality of our village, disrupt small businessess and drive away both
tourists and residents.

88% of the traffic on U.S. 321, including most of the truck traffic, has a distination other
than Blowing Rock and would be better scrved by a bypass, where higher speeds could
be maintained. The NCDOT acknowledges that a bypass around Blowing Rock will be
needed within the next 10-11 years. Let’s do it right the first time by building the bypass
now, without {irst destroying the character of our village. If done well, the bypass itself
could become another mountain attraction like the Linn Cove viaduct on the Blue Ridge
Parkway.

Please help us preserve the historic character of Blowing Rock.

Sincerely,

Donald A. Leslie Jr.
Sandra M. Leslie
210 Gideon Ridg
P.0O. Box 1787

Blowing Rock, NC 28605
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US 321 Improvements
Corridor Public Hearing

R-2237C Project 6.739001T Caldwell and Watauga Counties

August 26, 2002
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Comments may be mailed to:
C. B. Goode, Jr., P. E.
Manager of the Office of Human Environment
1583 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-1599 Phone: (919) 250-4092 Fax: (919
>t : - : 250-4
E-mail: cgoode@dot.state.nc.us 019 208



erl-g

September 12, 2002

Mr. William Gilmore, Manager
PDEA Branch, NCDOT

1548 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, N.C. 27699-1548

Dear Mr. Gilmore:

My wife and | are residents MBQ and have found it to be a truly unique village.

Although it may be welf kno orth Carolina tourist destination, it is also a close-knit
community of peaple invested in their town. We enjoy many of the same things the tourists do
here, but we are also members of a church, the Blowing Rack Country Club, and support the arts,
hospital, and civic functions. The ambiance of the town is not only due to the quaint mountain
setting, but also due fo the peopie who live here full or part time who have created this community.

Itis the people that have joined together as Concemed Citizens of Blowing Rock to oppose
NCDOT's outrageous proposal of road construction through the middle of our town. We feel
strongly enough about the pitfalls of this proposal that we are think that we are on a mission to
save our town.

rejected by the Town Council; however, this voice has been totally
i that this road expansion would be inadequate and obsolete in a
ional bypass anyway, the costs of the altemative bypass have
1soit appears as a nonviable option. This is twisting the facts!

Other towns have been bypassed to accommodate growth and increased traffic, Blowing Rock
deserves the same. | do not understand why our arguments have not been heard; they make
economic, environmental, and business sense. Most importantly, they represent the popular vote
of the taxpayers. We demand that an acceptable alterative be proposed to resolve this issue.
After substantial amounts of money and years of planning, the residents and visitors of Blowing
Rock deserve better.

160«6 Manor View lLane
Blowing Rock, N.C. 28605

September 12, 2002

Mr. William Gilmore, Manager
PDEA Branch, NCDOT

1548 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, N.C. 27699-1548

Dear Mr. Gilmore,

My husband and I have visited Blowing Rock for many years and were so ench_anted with the
village that we purchased a home there two years ago. As residents, we are dismayed to find out
about the NCDOT plans to destroy Blowing Rock as we know it. As citizens and taxpayers, we are
outraged at the misuse of public monies by the state, the disregard for the publig sentiment by
elected officials, and the lack of foresight, planning, and judgment of the professionals of the
NCDOT.

Blowing Rock is a tourist and weekend destination, but it is also home to many people. Both
groups of people come to Blowing Rock for the same reason; its small town feel and sense o_f _
ambiance in a beautiful mountain setting. | fee! confident that | speak for homeowners and visitors
alike when we protest plans for road expansion right through the middle of our town. We do not
want more truck traffic, destruction of homes and businesses, lost frontage and access, more traffic
noise, accidents, and pollution. Other towns and cities along 321 have been bypassed with road
construction, and NCDOT itself recognizes a bypass will eventually (shortly) be necessary anyway.
The present monetary savings of this proposal are inconsequential, as it is_ only a temporary _
solution, and is a solution that is unacceptable to begin with! Our request is supported financially,
environmentally, and aesthetically, all arguments that | hope that weigh more than personal or
political agendas that support the current NCDOT proposal.  Please reconsider the current plan.
After years of planning and thousands spent on studies, surely you can do better than this!

.
Sincerely,

AM y C\T/é“j &
Nannette M. Lewis

P.O. Box 2568
Blowing Rock, N.C. 28605
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M Carl Goode, PE, Manager
Ottice of Human Environment
NCDOT

1583 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-1583

Dear Sir:

Home for my family and me is the flatlands of Tilinois, marked by miles of continuous
corn and soybean fields. So, I have welcomed the occasional opportunities throughout
my life to retreat to the mountains of North Carolina—specifically the area between
Thunder Hill Overlook on the Blue Ridge Parkway and the intersection of Aho Road and
Highway 321. Consequently, I was quite alarmed when I learned about the possibility of
this lovely and rare undeveloped territory being disrupted, and essentially ruined, as the
result of an unreasonable and expensive bypass alternative.

As a child in the sixties, I recall visiting this area and enjoying its seclusion, hiking to
the Thunder Hill Overlook, picking wild strawberries, and cooling watermelons in the
mountain stream. As recently as December 2001, I made the trek back to that beautiful,
undisturbed parcel of Jand and was still able to take in its winter beauty and enjoy the
peaceful mountain atmosphere with my teenagers. The thought of returning some day to
find a 4-lane bypass, a series of bridges, or a tunnel in that wonderfiil area truly saddens
me. 1 also think about the adverse effects this would have on thousands of visitors who
journey over this portion of the Blue Ridge Parkway each year to enjoy its scenic views.

Just as we have seen cities encroaching upon the productive farmland of Hlinois, I fear
that choosing either of these bypass alternatives will certainly destroy some of North
Carolina’s natural resources—undeveloped land, gorgeous natural views from the
Parkway, and habitat for plants and wildlife. I, along with the members of my family,
strongly support the choice of widening the existing route, rather than interfering with
nature through such a destructive and expensive bypass alternative.

Thank you for hearing our concerns

Sincerely,

COMMENT SHEET
321 Improvements

Beginning in 1958, Thave known the Blowing Rock Area very well both as a tourist and
as a resident. [ have always been attracted to the village of Blowing Rock because of the
quaint atmosphere and to the surrounding area because of the pristine beauty of the
mountains, the rippling streams and the abundant wildlife. T made many visits here until
1991 when I built a log cabin and became a weekend resident. In 1996, I moved here and
became a permanent resident. [ strongly prefer that there be no “improvements” to
Highway 321. One only has to visit our little village any hour of the day to know that
tourists have no difficulty finding us. However, if improvements are inevitable, I want to
make the following comments.

I strongly prefer that the current 321 bypass be widened. As it is now, it is not an
attractive area and the sketches provided by the DOT show a wider road with a median
attractively planted with trees and shrubs and utility lines that are buried. I realize that a
few businesses will be displaced but I feel that they will benefit from the increased traffic
that an improved road will bring. I am deeply concerned about the 16 homes that will be
demolished and those families whose lives will be forever changed. No monetary
reimbursement can ever take the place of the memories of a lifetime which one’s home
provides.

Alternatives 1A and 1B would be a complete disaster to the Green Hill area and the
historic homes located there. Property values for those whose homes which would not
be destroyed would plummet. Neither Alternative should be given further consideration.

Alternatives 4A and 4B would have a very negative, lasting effect upon the Blackberry
Valley area. Blackberry Road, as it is now, provides both tourists and residents of the
area one of the most beautiful and spectacular drives in the N.C. mountains. That area is
filled with abundant wildlife some of which are endangered species. What is to become
of them? Should this alternative be selected, the sounds of bulldozers, blasts of dynamite
and the roar of trucks hauling away the remnants of beautiful trees would drive them
away. Where will they go? So much new home construction in the area has already
limited the area in which they once lived and thrived. These alternatives would simply
destroy that beautiful, untouched area. As a taxpayer, I see no reason to spend almost
$250,000,000 on this alternative when the current 321 by pass construction costs would
be less than one-tenth of this amount.

Ruth McCracken

567 Huckleberry Trail e o

Boone, N.C. 28607 CITIZENS PAR [RRE
REGEIVED

SEP 26 2002




Sri-dg

August 1, 2002
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Charlotte, NC 28230-0308 AN

Dear Sir,

Several years ago, there was an editorial in your paper concerning the widening of
321 through Blowing Rock, North Carolina. The editorial expressed concern about that
alternative.

Since that time, several alternatives have been under study by NCDOT. There is
a public hearing in Blowing Rock on August 26, 2002 to receive comments, etc.
concerning the Draft Environment Impact Study developed by the NCDOT.

What is most threatening concerning the widening alternate is something that we
are becoming more familiar with, and should be paramount in our planning—-pollution.
How do we minimize its impact on our environment?

We know the following:
* That motor vehicle exhaust is one of the major causes of pollution,
¢ That “stop and go” traffic creates the highest levels of vehicle pollution.
e That pollution can cause people to die prematurely from asthma,
breathing disorders and heart failure. Quoting from the Charlotte
Observer, Friday 17, 2001, “In Mecklenburg County, environmental
officials say hospital admissions for respiratory ailments possibly
resulting from high ozone exposure — cost patients $90 million a year.
Asthma, a condition aggravated by ozone, is increasing.
More than one in four N.C. seventh and eighth graders, including
2,100 in Mecklenburg County, have asthma symptoms or have been
diagnosed with the condition, a state study found last year.”
¢ That our young and our elderly are the most susceptible to these
pollutants.

The Widening of 321 would:

¢ Increase “stop and go” traffic 200 to 250 percent, as the number of traffic
lights would increase from 2 to 4 or 5.

¢ Further increase pollution. “Stop and go” traffic increases poliution 40 to
50 percent when compared to traffic moving uninterrupted on a highway
at speeds up to 65 mph.

* Exposc our very young to much higher levels of pollutants. A grade
school kindergarten through eighth-grade is located approximately one
quarter of a mile from one of the traffic lights.

* Inthe summer, when pollutants are at their highest levels, those who are
most susceptible are exposed—our children and our seniors. This is the
time of year when Blowing Rock is most densely populated.

o dnereasc cost e truz cos of Wideniig 520 5 one i the populsiion of
Blowing Rock would have to endure for decades if not centuries. The
cost 1s more than dollars—its about an environment that continues to
deteriorate, and a population (its youth and its old) that is left with
debilitating discases that cut two ways—ithey take away the quality of
life and they arc extremely costly to the individual and saciety in general.

A true bypass would:

* initially cost more. The initial cost of construction of a true bypass
would probably be more than the widening alternative. We do not know
exactly how much. It has been suggested that the widening alternative
has been estimated at an unrealistic low cost and the bypass alternatives
have been loaded with excess cost—skewing the cost of the construction
decision unrealistically towards the widening alternative.

On the other hand, the total cost of poliution to society is also difficult to
measure. We do know that it is significant and that it is compounded
over time. Because of this, the final true cost difference weighs heavily
in favor of a truc bypass. To make a decision considering only the initial
cast of construction is short-sighted and misleading.

¢ reduce pollution within the town of Blowing Rock 88 percent. This
percentage of traffic is destined for places other than Blowing Rock.

e reduce pollution from the 88 percent traffic re-routed on the true bypass
by 30 to 50 percent (depending on the time of year). Exhaust from
continuous traffic is much less than the stop and go traffic created by the
widening alternative.,

In summary, the widening alternative of Hwy32lisa significantly flawed
fippro?lch to resolving a traffic issue that places the lives of the citizenry of Blowing Rock
in peril.

With the current knowledge available concerning  Hution, its  use and effect, it
is difficult to understand why the clected officials of N Carolina ‘
consideration of the widening altemative. /7

A
Jim McGee
Blowing Rock, North Carolina
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3423 Redbud Lane
Raleigh, NC 27607

August 14, 2002

The Blowing Rocket
P.O. Box 1026
Blowing Rock, NC 28605

Dear Editor:

Please consider the following letter for publication in your “Letters to the Editor” section
of The Blowing Rocket.

Dear “Concerned Citizens” of Blowing Rock (August 8, 2002, page 1A):

Shame on YOU, not the DOT. Your willingness to slash, mar and forever scar
the face of the mountain that embraces you is shortsighted and shameful.
Fundamental to the unique appeal of Blowing Rock is its pristine setting in the
mountains. Furthermore, these mountains have a far longer history than any of
your temporary structures.

I encourage the DOT to do what they have known to be the right thing for years -
to widen, improve, and beautify what is already there. That would not only be the
safest alternative with the least impact on the landscape, but also the most
economical. In contrast to a point made in the Concerned Citizens newsletter,
feel that by improving the existing US 321 route that the DOT would truly be
showing they ARE stewards of the citizens’ money and would be responding to
the concerns of the broader community in which we live.

From a concerned citizen of Blackberry Road (Watauga County) and Raleigh,
NC,

Georgie McKenzie
Thank you.

Sincerely,

Georgie McKenzie



Tetter Re US 320 Project
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- Subject: Letter Re US 321 Project
Date: Sat, 24 Aug 2002 11:58:40 -0400
From: "Wendell H. McKenzic" <wendell_mckenzic@nesu.cdu>
To: cgoode@dot.state.nc.us

C. BE. Goode, Jr.
Manager, Office of Human Environment
1583 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC 27699-1599

Dear Mr. Goode:

Attached is a copy of a letter that my wife and I have sent to Mr.
Lyndo Tippett, Secretary of the NC DOT. Please include this letter
representing our views regarding the proposed widening of US 321 through
Blowing Rock, NC in the official response to your department's

proposal. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Wendell H. McKenzie

Name: US 321 DOT Project.doc
Type: Winword File (application/msword)
Encoding: base64

R402 1:25 PM

3423 Redbud Lane
Raleigh, NC 27607

August 24, 2002

Mr. Lyndo Tippett, Secretary
NCDOT

PO Box 25201

Raleigh, NC 27611-5201

Dear Mr. Tippett:

We have seen both your web site and video regarding the proposed improvements of US
321 near and through Blowing Rock, NC. Let me congratulate you on the comprehensive
study your staff has made and your effective methods of communicating the various
alternatives, including the advantages and disadvantages of each.

My wife and 1, together with another couple

Road. Needless to say, we have been and e

the US 321 DOT project would have on botl

communities, Everything considered, we ar

321 highway through Blowing Rock is clear

of the proposed bypass alternatives would b

Valley community and environment, and to the

the nearby Blue Ridge Parkway overlooks. We were especially struck by the
unacceptable scarring of the mountainside th

s to further beautify the areas within and
ommunity which may be affected by the

We have, of course, followed the controversy that continues to confound this project. We
appreciate your patience with the “Concerned Citizens” group that represents a small, but
strong, voice in the Blowing Rock community. However, we hope that you will remain
steadfast in your opposition to the power that they seek 10 exert.

Thank you for the opportunity to respond. Best wishes as the project proceeds.

Sincerely,

ordel . Hellusi (fipanen iz

Dr. and Mrs. Wendell H. McKenzie



COMMENT SHEET
US 321 Improvements

Corridor Public Hearing

R-2237C Project 6.739001T Caldwell and Watauga Counties

August 26, 2002

NAME: cepre
/I/KIL. kbf[ \
ADDRESS: S ewsp Ty

COMMENTS AND\OR QUESTIONS:
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Comments may be mailed to:

C. B. Goode, Jr., P. E.

Manager of the Office of Human Enviro

1588} Mail Service Center et
Raleigh, NC 27699-1599 Phone: (919) 250-4092

: Fax: -
E-mail: cgoode@dot.state.ne.us ax: (919) 250-4208

Andrew P Mason
725 Stadium Dr.

Boone, NC 28607
(828)-265-3212

BY U.S. MAIL
September 19, 2002

Mr. Carl Goode, PE, Manager
Office of Human Environment
NCDOT

1583 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-1583

Dear Mr. Goode,

[ write in support of the “in-ptace” option for the widening of US Hwy 321 in Blowing Rock, NC.

I have reviewed portions of the draft environmental impact statement regarding this project. After
consideration of this information, it is my opinion that the “in-place” option is the only one of the
proposed routes that is viable. The in-place option will result in the lowest degree of environmental
disturbance, the least disruption to existing neighborhoods, and the lowest cost.

The contrast between the possible routes is striking, especially in term of the projected costs. I note that
the “in-place” option would cost about 50 million dollars, while the most expensive route (4B} would cost
about 250 million dollars. In round figures, the additional cost would be about 200 million dollars, a

staggering increase.

In a time when the state is under considerable fiscal pressure, [ cannot understand how any other choice,
ather than the “in-place” option, could be rationally selected.

Please support the “in-place™ option for the widening of US Hwy 321 in Blowing Rock, NC.

/A

Sincerely,

€2
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William F. Medbards, Jr.
834 (herckee Rond
Garlotte, NC 28207

. Garl Goode, P.E, Sept. 12, 2002
Vereger Of the Office Of Humn Bwirorment
1583 Mail Service Center RO |
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Subject: Project # 6.739001T
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COMMENT SHEET
US 321 Improvements

Corridor Public Hearing

R-2237C Project 6.739001T Caldwell and Watauga Counties
August 26, 2002
NAME: L™
ADDRESS: 22O Thwom SPraris 20 - P o 2w
et R P
COMMENTS AND\OR QUESTIONS: VR N N

As a property owner and long-time resident of Blowing Rock, |
am writing to support the construction of a “true bypass” around our vil-
lage. It would be detrimental to our way of life and our sense of communi-
ty to widen the existing Highway 321 or adopt Proposals 1-A or 1-B. | do
not want a four-lane divided highway through Blowing Rock. | am truly
concerned about increased traffic congestion and noise, the destruction
and compromise of our historic properties, the integrity of our small town
character, and the long-term harms associated with a project through the
town limits. My personal experiences with the widening of Highway 321
north of Lenoir, also make me dread the traffic nightmares and construc-
tion problems associated with this widening project. Please do not be
penny wise and pound foolish in making your decisions about a bypass
around Blowing Rock. The historical importance of Blowing Rock and the
future demands of the high country warrant the adoption of a “true
bypass.” My vote and my financial support will be used to defeat any
politician or government official who supports the destruction of Blowing
Rock as we know it.

Comments may be mailed to:

C. B. Goode, Jr., P. E.

Manager of the Office of Human Environment
1583 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC 27699-1599 Phone: (919} 250-4092
E-mail: cgoode@dot.state.nc.us

Fax: (919} 250-4208
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Mr. Carl Goode, PPE

Manager of the Office of Human Environment
1583 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC 27699-1583

Dear Mr. Goode:

Tam writing you the DOT proposed “improvements” for US 321 through the Blowing
Rock area.

Blowing Rock is a bit of heaven as one of the CEOs associated with Baptist Hospital
recognized on 4 visit to our house, residing on 321 looking over the Johns River
Gorge, a unique and special view that extends from Mt. Mitchell to Charlotte on a
clear day. In addition, the view from the Blue Ridge Parkway over the Blackberry area
is just as unique and fascinating, extending just as far. Both areas have affected
hundreds of thousands of individuals who visit this area in a very positive and unique
way. Blowing Rock Village is a destination for people trying to experience the
mountain ambience that we have. It is a home for many who seek the peace and
tranquility of these mountains.

Widening the current 321 to a five-lane road would result in 18 wheelers rushing
through near the town's center totally disrupting the atmosphere. The Blackberry
Gorge alternatives would certainly destroy a unique ecological area, adverscly affect
the Blue Ridge Parkway and its use, as well as have a disastrous affect on the lives of
the families who roots and substance have been derived from this land in a very unique
and special way. Alternatives Al and A2 through Greenhill are not even worthy of
consideration as whole neighborhoods would be forever altered in a horrible way.

A private home or a business that has existed for a significant period of time as part
of someone’s livelihood in this unique area needs to be respected and revered and not
destroyed for the convenience of through traffic.

If the widening alternative is accepted to steer through traffic through this area, we will
eventually end up with a bypass through the Blackberry Gorge in 20 to 25 years. As
a result, this area will be left to our children raped of its beauty and charm, There
needs to be a more humanistic approach.

Another alterative with US 421 nearing completion and state Ilighway 16 already
being slated for widening from Charlotte to Hickory would be 1o extend the widening
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of Highway 16 10 421. This would be an excellent route for the majority of the traftic
which travels from areas southeast of Blowing Rock to areas northwest of Blowing
Rock, thus preserving this area not only for the local residents but for the individuals
from Hickory to Charlotte and elsewhere who visit.

Thope that you realize that these proposals from the Department of Transportation will
unite the area of Blowing Rock in a very special and unique way as its very existence
is now threatened. Twould assume that you began to realize this at the public hearing.
This unification will ultimately prevent the DOT from driving this road through our
precious mountain area. Again, other real alternatives exist that can make the present
321 safer and also steer through traffic around this arca that would not require the
destruction of a single business or home. I hope that the DOT will realize that unless
the DOT really works with the individuals who live in, work in and derive their
substance from this area, that no projects proposed will be successfully.

Sincerely,
G. Andrew
GM/pj
D: 09/23/2002
T: 09/23/2002
cc: Blowing Rocket newspaper
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