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determine whether it would be a prudent altemative. Section 4(f) of the Transportation Act states
that, when a highway requires use of an historic site, the agency must include “all possible planning
o minimize harm to" it.

It appears that the Redesignation Altemative discussed in the DEIS does not include
widening the new route so that it is four lanes. DEIS, p. 2-38. If the route were widened, it is
extremely likely that such a four-lane road would assure that most through traffic would use the new
US. 321 rather than proceed through Blowing Rock. Through traffic would presumatly prefer a
high-speed four-fane road over 4 slow two-lane road that passes through a city. Moreover, the
widening of the new route to four lanes would be consistent with the 1989 Highway Trust Fund
Act’s goal of making U.S. 321 four lanes throughout North Carolina. We therefore urge DOT to
analyze in detail the Redesignation Altemative as a four-lane road.

We also urge DOT, along with the Redesignation Alternative, to consider making minor
changes to the current U.S. 321 in order to improve its safety without widening it from two to four
lanes. For example, assuming the Redesignation Alternative is implerented, DOT should analyze
adding turning lanes and/or medians in certain places along the current U.S. 321 in order to improve
its safety. Such changes, together with the substantially reduced traffic from the redesignation of
US. 321, should bring the current U.S. 321 well within safety requirements.

In short, unless DOT examines the Redesignation Altemative in much more detail, it cannot
conclude thal it is not 2 prudent and feasible alternative as required by Section 4(f) of the DOT Act,

49U.8.C. 303(c).

COMMENT: In the Event that the Redesignation Alternative Is Not Prudent, the DEIS
Should Examine Adequately the Bypass Alternatives

If DOT examines the Redesignation Altemative in detail and concludes that it is not a
prudent and feasible altemative, DOT should adequately examine the Bypass Alternatives. The
DEIS briefly discusses several possible bypass routes and then examines in detail four Bypass
Alfernatives, Altematives 1A, 1B, 4A and 4B. DEIS, pp. 2-8 to 2-81. Altematives 4A and 4B
involve building a tunnel under the Blue Ridge Parkway. 1d., pp. 2-70, 2-73. The DEIS does not
indicate how long the tunnels for each altemnative will be, except to note that they do not satisfy the
Concerned Citizens' request that the tunnel be less than 800 feet, Id, p. 2-5. The tuanels in
Alternatives 4A and 4B would be self-ventilating during normal operating conditions bur would
require mechanical ventilation for congested conditions. Id, p.2-73. The wnnels would also be
staffed 24 hours per day, seven days per week. Id., pp. 2-T3 10 2-74.

The Concemed Citizens spent a significant amount of time and money in preparing a Bypass
Alternative that could satisfy the project’s purpose and need and not harm the town’s quality of life.
The organization submutted it to DOT. DEIS, p. 2-5. However, while DOT analyzed four Bypass
Alternatives in detail and analyzed several other Bypass Aliematives briefly, DOT refused to analyze
the Concerned Citizens® bypass proposal at all. Instead, DOT analyzed other bypass optious to
which many residents, including the Concerned Citizens, are opposed.

The Concerned Citizens® proposal involved the use of a much smaller tunnel under the Blue
Ridge Parkway than the one in the proposed Bypass Altematives 4A and 4B. DEIS, p. 2-5.
Concerned Citizens did this to lower the cost, reduce the amount of carthwork, and create an

altemative that would not require mechanical ventilation or the 24-hour presence of emergency
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TO: N.C. Dept of Transportation

We would like to express to you our feelings concerning the widening of highway 321

fr:o.m the “concerned ci ns” just does not make a lot of sense. The mislead
road will go thru the middle of down town Blowing Rock is not true. We that bave lived here for
some many years know the present 321 bypass is just that, a highway that bypasses the Town of
Blowing Rock. We wonder if those opposing the widening of the bypass have ever considered the
fact that if it does take an alternate route, some of their businesses may suffer because some
“travelers” may also take the alternate route and bypass Blowing Rock.  The enly logical route for
the road is in its present location. We hope you will consider the desires of people who want it to
remain where itis. The high cost of relocating the road is more than the people of N.C. can

tolerate .

g statement that the

Sincerely,
Donald L. and Janice Tolbert
cc to: 134 Hodges Miller Rd.
Blowing Rock NC
Concerned Citizens of BR
N.C. State Officials

September 17, 2002

Ms. Missy Dickens, PE
Project Development and
Environment Analysis Branch
NC DOT

1548 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 286799-1548

Dear Ms. Dickens:

We would like to express to you our feelings concerning the widening of Highway 321 Bypass in Blowing
Rock, NC.

For some time now we have been hearing a lot about this project, but some of the things we hear from the
“concerned citizens” just does not make a lot of sense. The misleading staterent that the road will go thru
the middle of downtown Blowing Rock is not truc. We that have lived here for many years know the
present 321 Bypass is just that—a highway that bypasses the Town of Blowing Rock.

We wonder if those opposing the widening of the bypass have ever considered the fact that if it does take
an alternate route, some of their businesses may suffer because some of the travelers (fourists) will in fact
completely bypass Blowing Rock.

The only logical route for the road is in its PRESENT location. The alicrnate routes will cost so much
more with all the tunnels and bridges that will be required, that it will add a great financial burden to the
state of North Carolina. This we do not need.

We hope you will consider the desires of the people who want the present bypass widened instead of
completely building a new highway.

134 Hodges Miller Road
Blowing Rock, NC 28607
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Wndaesdav. August 21, 2002 Lettar to the editor

Subject: Letter to the editor
Date: Tue, 20 Aug 2002 17:24:21 -0400

To the editor,

The growfng controversy over the widening of Highway 321 through Blowing
Rock reminds me of a similar situation in Atlanta fifteen years ago.

Beginning in the 1950's, the Georgia DOT purchased land to build a
multi-lane highway connecting the eastern part of the city with the
interstates downtown. Due to tremendous opposition from residents in
nearby historic neighborhoods, the project was de layed for more than
thirty years. Finally in the late 1980's a compromise was reached with
¢ lower speed parkway featuring extensive landscaping, bike trails and
acres of parkland. The resutting Presidential Parkway has become a
Tremendous asset o the community. Instead of hurting property values,
adjacent neighborhoods have seen skyrocketing home values since the
project’s completion. The widening alternative for Highway 321 seems to
offer the same benefits to Blowing Rock . A more visually appealing
safer, pedestrian friendly thoroughfare will make the Town more '
attractive to visitors, residents and prospective property owners,

In the long run, the proposed bypass alternatives favared by the
Concerned Cifizens of Blowing Rack benefit no one. It will cost
Faxpayers substantially more than widening. It will take much longer to
complete. It will have a terrible environmental impact through habitat
destruction and sedimentation impact on streams. Tt will negatively
impact the views from some of the more popular overlooks on the Blue
Ridge Parkway And, in the end, Blowing Rack will still be left with an
unsafe, unattractive old Highway 321 through town.

Blowing Rock already has a bypass around the historic downtown area.
Why not just improve it?

8ryon Toney

malibox;/Dabble%27s%20Mac%20HD/
Bystem%20Folder/Pratorences/Nolacapa% 20U sers/

Subject: Comments on US 321 in Blowing Rock
Date: Mon, 26 Aug-2002 19:04:36 -0400
From: Bryan Toney <toneybc@appstate.edu>
To: cgoode(@dot state nc.us

Dear Mr. Goode,

T was unable to attend the public hearing this evening but wanted to
officially register my comments with the DOT.

The growing controversy over the widening of Highway 321 through Blowing
Rock reminds me of a similar situation in Atlanta fifteen years ago.
Beginning in the 1850’s, the Georgia DOT purchased land to build a
multi-lane highway connecting the eastern part of the city with the
interstates downtown. Due to tremendous opposition from residents in
nearby historic neighborhcods, the project was delayed for more than
thirty years. Finally in the late 1980‘s a compromise was reached with
a lower speed parkway featuring extensive landscaping, bike trails and
acres of parkland. The resulting Presidential Parkway has become a
tremendous asset to the community. Instead of hurting property values,
adjacent neighborhoods have seen skyrocketing home values since the
project’s completion. The widening alternative for Highway 321 seems to
offer the same benefits to Blowing Reock I more visually appealing,
safer, pedestrian friendly thoroughfare will make the town more
attractive to visitors, residents and prospective property owners.

In the long run, the proposed bypass alternatives benefit no one. It
will cost taxpayers substantially more than widening. It will take much
longer to complete. It will have a terrible environmental impact
through habitat destruction and sedimentation impact on streams. It
will negatively impact the views from some of the more popular
overlooks on the Blue Ridge Parkway. And, in the end, Blowing Rock will
still be left with an unsafe, unattractive old Highway 321 through town.

In my view, Blowing Rock already has a bypass around the historic
downtown area. Why not just improve it?

Bryan Toney
259 Grouse Run Road
Boone, NC 28607

8/28/02 4:12 PM
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630 Ascot Ridge Road /
Rock Hill, 5¢ 29730

803/327-3042 Aug 27

townsend j@comporium.net %}’é 2
2%, DVicoy O
August 23, 2002 “54/;?0;@”%.{3 . Y}&?

Wrs VELOPWE %
Mr William Gilmore, Manager %ﬁ ARALYSS

PDEA Branch, NCDOT
1548 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-1548

Dear Mr Gilmore:

While my mailing address is as shown above, I own a house at Blowing Rock and live there
nearly half of the time. We love the town because of its dedication to being a pristine,
mountain village with pleasant parks, quaint shops and small town flavor. We have Joined
Rumple Memorial Presbyterian Church where we attend regularly and volunteer our labor
to church sponsored mission projects. So don't let the address fool you - We are Blowing
Rock residents.

We commute between our homes over US 321 and applaud the completed projects making
our commute easier. The more difficult and dangerous portions of the route are the
sections through Gastonia and from the northern outskirts of Hickory through Lenoir
where fraffic is heavy and stoplights frequent at the many crossroads. The lack of limited
daccess standards have made travel through the area difficult.

When I hear of DOT's wishes to widen the existing US 321 roadway through Blowing Rock,
I get emotional because I see these problems: a major roadway will destroy the setting of
some mighty fine historic properties; the businesses along the highway will multiply
congesting traffic and causing unsafe driving conditions and Blowing Rock will become so
overcrowded that the pristine character of the village will not be able to survive.

I know US 321, as it exists today, is not adequate and needs improvement for traffic and
area development reasons, however, the money saved by routing it through the historic
vilage of Blowing Rock would forever ruin the quality of a mountain treasure. As a
comparison, I can't imagine the State of Virginia considering the routing of a major road
through Williamsburg. Why do it here?

Yours truly,

-

“ Mrs I A Troutman
6725 Sardis Rd
2 Charlotte NC 28270-6051
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To Whom [t May Concern

August 21,2002

We are definitely against having a four or five Lane Highway through our

beautiful town of Blowing Rock! We have lived here in the woods for

eight marvelous vears. Peace and quiet was the reason we settled in Blowing

Rock, North Carolina.

We wish our town to remain the little bit of heaven that we love, We
do not want tons of traffic, noise, bulldozers and thousands of trucks and
cars traveling through our perfect haven.

We love our few ljttle strects that get us exactly where we want o go and

a safe little haven for our five grandchildren to roam and romp at wil.

Please do not destroy the town of Blowing Rock by even considering

placing larger roads on the highways that are plenty big enough for
the residents and their company. We want the town of Blowing Rack
{0 remain a safe, quiet Jittle sleepy town that has many historical places to
visit and charm our friends that visit from many states.
Please keep our Blowing Rock a serene, sleepy little small town that
our children and grandchildren can enjoy for many years to come,
We do not want a major, thoroughfare in this fine town that will
cause a major impact in the way we live and work . Please go
someplace else 1o construct your highways.

Sincerely,

T4 P s Tt

ey Bob & Junu Froceal;
HLED PO 1505 290
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fDale & Laurence Ungar
1359 Ginger Circle
Weston, Florida 33326
Tel(954)385-0061 ~ Fax (954)389-4004

August 27, 2002

Dear Sirs,

I am writing this letter based on information that I received
regarding the Five lane highway that is proposed to go through
Blowing Rock.

My husband and I had saved money for several years and finally
were able to purchase a piece of land in Blowing Rock. It was
our dream to build a house in Blowing Rock, and retire, after
falling in love with its charm and peacefulness.

We were greatly disturbed to hear that a major highway might
very possibly go through Blowing Rock.

We visit every year both in the summer and winter, as many do.
Blowing Rock would definitely not be the same and this
highway would ruin this town.

It is small and quaint which attracts many visitors from all over
and its economy would be greatly affected.

Please choose another area other than Blowing Rock.

Even though we could not be there physically to voice our
feelings. We do not at all support this proposal.

Please help keep Blowing Rock as beautiful and unspoiled as it
is.

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter.
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VIR GINIA VANSTORY

P. 0. Box 2171
Blowing Rock, North Carolina 28605

August 15, 2002

Mr. Nicholas Graf, Div. Administrator
FHWA

310 New Bern Ave #410

Raleigh, NC 27601

Dear Mr. Graf:

The North Carolina Mountains inspire residents and guests with awesome
respect for the wonders of Nature.

While developing the economy of Watauga County and Blowing Rock, our
citizens have maintained the natural beauty and the village charm that we love
and tourists seek out.

The DOT plan to violate Blowing Rock with a multilane highway is irresponsible.
North Carolina spends thousands of dollars to attract tourists. How can DOT
bisect the town, channeling more and more through traffic and eighteen wheelers
into our village and driving away those who would linger to support our economy
and savor the quaint charm. Most of our businesses are small and could not
survive the interruption of several business cycles during construction.

DOT acknowledges the need for a bypass around Blowing Rock in the near
future. Here is an opportunity to “Do it right the first time” by building a bypass
without first destroying the character of our village.

The bypass, undeveloped, could itself become an attraction like the Linville
Viaduct.

If you have not been to Blowing Rock, please visit and see what is at stake.
| think you will understand why we so vehemently oppose the DOT plan.

Virginia Vanstory

nEGE VR
P. O Box 2171 huv e G ZGpe
Blowing Rock, North Carclina 28605

August 24, 2002

Mr. Cart Goode, PE Manager
Office of Human Environment
NCDOT

1583 Mail Service Cenler
Raleigh, NC 27699-1583

Dear Mr. Goode:

The North Carolina Mountains inspire residents and guests with awesome
respect for the wonders of Nature.

While developing the economy of Watauga County and Blowing Rock, our
citizens have maintained the natural beauty and the village charm that we love
and tourists seek out. Part of that charm includes an Historic District.

The DOT plan to violate Blowing Rock with a multitane highway through that
Historic District is irresponsible.

North Carolina spends thousands of dollars to attract tourists. How can DOT
bisect the town, channeling more and more through traffic and eighteen wheelers
into our village and driving away those who would linger to support our economy
and savor the guaint charm. Most of our businesses are small and could not
survive the interruption of several business cycles during construction.

DOT acknowledges the need for a bypass around Blowing Rock in the near
future. Here is an opportunity to “Do it right the first time” by building a bypass
without first destroying the character of our village.

The bypass could itself become an attraction like the Linville Viaduct or the new
section of 421.

If you have not been to Blowing Rock, please visit and see what is at stake.
| think you will understand why we so vehemently oppose the DOT plan.

Varsion
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TROUTMAN SANDERS LLP

A T T O RNEY S A LA W

- T
A LIMITED LIABILITY PARTHERSHIF

BANK OF AMERICA PLAZA
600 PEACHTREE STREET, N E - SUITE 5200
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30308-2216
www troutmansanders com
TELEPHONE 404-585-3000
FACSIMILE: 404-865-3900

Wayne R Vason Direct Dial: 404-685-3232
wayne vason@troutmansanders com Direct Fax: 404-962-6709

September 13, 2002

Mr. John Erickson
Resource Center Manager
Southern Resource Center
61 Forsyth Street, S.W.
Suite 17726

Atlanta, GA 30303

Re:  U.S. 321 - Project - Blowing Rock, NC
Dear Mr. Erickson:

T am writing on behalf of the Concerned Citizens of Blowing Rock, North Carolina with
regard to the above project who question whether you have received correspondence from the
concemed citizens to the FHWA Field Office in Raleigh, North Carolina. Enclosed is the
Blowing Rock Town Council Resolution, statements, sample letters and ads which the
Concerned Citizens have submitted which challenge the North Carolina Department of
Transportation findings and substantiate the many reasons for objection to the preferred route of
the North Carolina Department of Transportation for R-2237C - the widening along the existing
corridor through the middle of Blowing Rock and the Green Park Historic District. Would you
please confirm whether you have received the information which has been submitted to the
FHWA Tield Office in Raleigh by the Concerned Citizens and advise me whether I can provide
you with additional information? I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

WRV:cn
Enclosures

Ms. Caroline Baucom, Concerned Citizens of Blowing Rock

ATLANTA » HONG KONG ¢« LONDON = NORFOLK * RICHMOND
Tysons CORNER ¢ VIRGINIA BEACH = WastunNGTON. D.C.
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Town of Blowing Rock

1036 Main Street = Post Office Box 47 * Blowing Rock, NC 28605

RESOLUTION NO. 2002-05

EXPRESSING THE OPINION OF THE BLOWING ROCK TOWN COUNCIL
WITH REGARD TO THE US ROUTE 321 ALTERNATIVES

WHEREAS, in addition to the widening alternative, the North Carolina Department of Transportation
has selected four potential alternatives for the route of U.S. Route 321 in and around Blowing Rock; and

WHEREAS, a detailed evaluation has been made of each of the four alternatives, and the four
alternatives have been compared to the widening alternative; and

WHEREAS, two of the four alternatives cut across our community and would have serious, detrimental
impacts on existing residential neighborhoods, the Blowing Rock Assembly Grounds, the Blowing Rock
Country Club, the Green Park National Register Historic District or other vital segments of the Blowing
Rock community; and

WHEREAS, the Town Manager, on behalf of the Mayor and Town council, has previously advised
Department of Transportation officials that the Town will only support a bypass alternative that is a true
bypass of the community and does not cut across the community in a harmful disruptive manner.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of the Town of Blowing
Rock, North Carolina, that:

Section L. The Town Council expresses its absolute opposition to each of the two alternatives that
transgress the Green Hill area (1A and 1B), in addition to and including the widening alternative, and
finds these alternatives to be unacceptable in addressing the Town’s transportation needs.

Section 2. It is the opinion of the Town Council that these alternatives would be disruptive to the
community and would cause irreparable harm to the character and quality of our Town. Therefore, the
Council will not agree to widening or other alternatives within the Town limits.

Section 3. The Town Manager hereby requests the Town Clerk to send a copy of this Resolution to the
Governor, the Secretary of Transportation, the Manager of the Planning and Environmental Branch of
NCDOT, the Division Engineer, the Board of Transportation, and the Project Manager.

Section 4. This resolution shall be effective upon adoption.

Adopted this /5 day of’ MZOOZ

ATTEST:

Phone: (828) 295-5200 Fax: (828) 295-5202 E-mail: blowingrock @boone.net

FULL PAGE ADS ALL, Ad # 1, Printed in the Blowing Rocket, the Mountain Times and the
Watauga Democrat, August 1, 2002 -

NCDOT HAS NO NEW IDEAS
BUT WE HAVE A QUESTION

WHY IS BLOWING ROCK THE ONLY TOWN ALONG US HIGHWAY 321 FROM
GASTONIA NOT BYPASSED?

Despite more than nine years of study and hundreds of thousands of dollars,
NCDOT presents no new ideas in its recently published Draft Environmental Impact
Study (DEIS).

. 199{1, The Federal Highway Administration refused to accept NCDOT’s plan
g: widen the existing 321 through Blowing Rock and the Green Park Historic
istrict.

* 1996, the Town Council told NCDOT that the routes that had been presented
were all unacceptable and that they needed to come up with better
alternatives.

« 1999, NCDOT presented to the citizens of Blowing Rock a set of bypass
routes. They even presented a magical video that created enough
additional land along the existing 321 corridor to eliminate any visible
adverse impact.

. 2002_, seven years and hundreds of thousands of dollars later, the NCDOT
published the DEIS and included the same routes that the department had
presented in 1995.

SHAME ON NCDOT
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Ad # 2, printed in same newspapers, August 8, 2002

RED HERRINGS SPOTTED IN DRAFT
THERE IS A BYPASS IN YOUR FUTURE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
wir? STATEMENT FOR U.S. HIGHWAY 321

One of NCDOT’s favorite, emotional arguments is that a bypass
that hugs the eastern escarpment above Blackberry Valley will ruin the
viewshed of the Blue Ridge Parkway...NOT TRUE

NCDOT TOLD US SO IN 1993, BUT THAT COMES AFTER THEY HAVE
RUINED THE TOWN

Did you know:

* 88% of the traffic (DOT'’s traffic count) that travels along US
Highway 321 never stops in Blowing Rock, but DOT wants to
use ourtown to build their highway?

¢ The speed limit will be 35 mph
o There will be at least four traffic lights

e There will be a median strip that will keep people from making
left-hand turns into businesses along the corridor

s The 8% grade coming into town will not be changed
Thunder Hill Estates St. Mark's Lutheran Church Blackberry Condominiums

s There will be retaining walls along US 321 that will echo the
sound of trucks gearing down for traffic lights

* Noneof ﬂ::se (.:O"ditions is consistent with federal guideiines F #I Planting trees at strategic locations along the Blue Ridge Parkway
for intrastate highways act will hide the bypass.

e Oh, and one last interesting fact: DOT estimates 4
construction seasons, but they underestimated construction Paved roads and housing developments now visible from the

time for the first section by 50% Fud‘ #2 Thunder Hill Overlook are more intrusive on the viewshed than

« And one final question: where do you suppose all that traffic an obscure ribbon of highway.

will go during construction—Main Street or Green Hill Road??
y U.S.Highway 321 is visible now from Thunder Hill Overlook
Fact #3

as it climbs past St.Mark’s Lutheran Church.

CONCLUSION:

FACTS KILL RED HERRINGS AND ARE PREFERABLE TO
EMOTIONAL MANIPULATION BY A STATE AGENCY





