
IR
ED

EL
L

CO
UN

TY

IR
ED

ELL C
O

U
N

TY

UNION COUNTY

STANLY COUNTY

UNION COUNTY

LANCASTER COUNTY

YORK COUNTY

MECKLENBURG COUNTY

So
ut

h 
Bl

vd

Johnston Rd

Rea Rd

Providence Rd

Pineville-Matthews Rd

W
eddington Rd

John St

£¤601

£¤74

£¤601

£¤601

R
O

W
AN

 C
O

U
N

TY

CAT
AW

BA
COUNT

Y

IREDELL COUNTY

LINCOLN COUNTY

IREDELL COUNTY
MECKLENBURG COUNTY IREDELL COUNTY

CABARRUS COUNTY

MECKLENBURG COUNTY

CABARRUS COUNTY

M
EC

KL
EN

BU
R

G
C

O
U

N
TY

G
AS

TO
N

CO
U

NT
Y

MECKLENBURG COUNTY

UNION COUNTY

CABARRUS COUNTY

UNION COUNTY

§̈¦77

§̈¦77

§̈¦77

§̈¦85

§̈¦85

§̈¦77

§̈¦277

§̈¦485

§̈¦485

§̈¦485

§̈¦485

160

115

115

24

16

51

75

27

16

49

49

51

16

73

16

24

84

73
£¤21

£¤74

£¤29

£¤521

£¤29

£¤74

£¤29

CHARLOTTE

MATTHEWS STALLINGS

MINT HILL

HEMBY
BRIDGE

LAKE
PARK

INDIAN TRAIL

WEDDINGTON

MARVIN

WESLEY CHAPEL

PINEVILLE

MONROE
WINGATE

WAXHAW

FAIRVIEW

UNIONVILLE

HUNTERSVILLE

CORNELIUS

MOORESVILLE

Under Construction

SOUTH
CAROLINA

 
Proposed Express Lanes Network

C H A R LOT T E  R E G I O N A L

For more information, please call our toll-
free hotline at 1-800-254-0498 or email 
I-485ExpressLanes@rsandh.com.

Need More Information?

NCDOT is in charge of the Express Lanes projects and will oversee 
the planning, construction, management and operations of the 
Express Lanes. Electronic toll systems and toll collections are 
managed by the North Carolina Turnpike Authority.

Who Develops, Manages and Operates 
the Express Lanes?

NCDOT is currently evaluating what is best for each Express Lanes 
project and will announce details on whether carpools, motorcycles, 
transit vehicles or others can drive free at a later date.

Can You Use The Express Lanes For Free?

The most convenient thing 
about North Carolina’s Express 
Lanes is you never have to stop 
and pay at a toll booth. Tolls 
are captured electronically at 
highway speed.
If you decide to take advantage of the reliability Express Lanes offer, 
you have two options to pay. The first option is to purchase a Quick 
Pass® transponder. The use of a Quick Pass® will allow you to ride 
at a discounted rate and will automatically deduct the toll from 
your pre-paid account. The second option is Bill by Mail. Bill by 
Mail allows drivers without a Quick Pass® to use the Express Lanes. 
Overhead toll equipment will capture a picture of the vehicle’s 
license plate, and an invoice will be mailed to the owner’s address 
on file with the DMV.

How Do You Pay?

Ultimately, the market drives the toll rates. Toll rates are based 
on how many drivers choose to avoid the congestion in general 
purpose lanes at a given time. When the number of cars in an 
Express Lane is low, the toll is lower in order to encourage use. As 
the number of cars in an Express Lane increases, the toll rises to 
prevent the Express Lane from being overwhelmed with congestion. 
Traffic in the Express Lane is kept flowing smoothly, and you can be 
more confident in knowing how long your trip will take.
Current toll rates will be posted on signs located before the 
entrance point of the Express Lane segments. The toll you pay will 
not change after you enter the Express Lane segment. Free general 
purpose lanes will still be available.

How Is The Price Determined?

In growing urban areas such as Charlotte, new, free general 
purpose lanes only temporarily relieve congestion, especially during 
rush hours. As growth continues, more and more drivers will use 
the same major commuting routes. Highway lanes that usually flow 
freely can come to a standstill when many people are trying to get 
to work or home from a busy day. This is especially true when a 
crash occurs.
When highway lanes are overwhelmed with more cars than they 
can handle, there is congestion. Tolls ensure that Express Lanes 
are not overwhelmed, so traffic flows freely in them. When time 
matters most to you, Express Lanes are available to take you out 
of congestion and get you to your destination at a more reliable, 
predictable time.

Why Express Lanes?

Express Lanes are designated lanes that allow you, the driver, to 
avoid traffic congestion by offering you a choice—pay a toll and 
ride the Express Lanes for more reliable travel time, or continue 
using general purpose lanes for free.

Entrance and exit points are constructed along the Express Lanes 
to save you time. You have the option to use the Express Lanes for 
short segments of a trip, for the whole length or not at all.

What Are Express Lanes?

I-77 Express Lanes (STIP Project I-5718)
This project will provide additional lanes (Express Lanes) and interchange improvements on I-77 
between I-485 (exit 1) and I-277 (Brookshire Freeway, exit 11) in Charlotte.

Current Project Status Construction Start Date Estimated Cost
Environmental studies and project 
preliminary designs are anticipated to 
begin in fall 2015.

To Be Determined $1.2 Billion

This project will convert existing and under construction bus lanes along U.S. 74 to Express Lanes between I-277 and Idlewild Road in Charlotte.

Current Project Status Construction Start Date Estimated Cost

Environmental studies and project preliminary 
designs are being prepared. 2017 (Anticipated) $15.7 Million

This project will widen and add Express Lanes on U.S. 74 from Idlewild Road in Charlotte to I-485
in Matthews.

Current Project Status Construction Start Date Estimated Cost

Environmental studies and project 
preliminary designs are being prepared. 2022 (Anticipated) $406.0 Million

I-4 Ultimate, Florida

This project will provide two Express Lanes in each direction on I-77 between I-277 (Brookshire Freeway, exit 11) in Charlotte and Catawba Avenue 
(exit 28) in Cornelius, and one Express Lane in each direction on I-77 between Catawba Avenue and N.C. 150 (Plaza Drive/River Highway, exit 36) 
in Mooresville.

Current Project Status Construction Start Date Estimated Cost

Project final designs and Public Private
Partnership financial closing are on-going. Fall 2015 (Anticipated) $650.0 Million 

(NCDOT’s share $94.0 Million)

I-77 Express Lanes (STIP Projects I-3311C, I-5405 and I-4750AA)

U.S. 74 Express Lanes (STIP Project U-5526)

This project will provide a new multi-lane tolled freeway from I-485 in Matthews to U.S. 74 
east of Wingate.

Current Project Status Construction Start Date Estimated Cost

Final designs and right-of-way 
acquisition are on-going. 2015 (Anticipated) $840.0 Million

Monroe Connector/Bypass (STIP Projects R-3329 and R-2559)

U.S. 74 Express Lanes (STIP Project U-2509)

This project will provide one Express Lane in each direction on I-485 between 
I-77 and U.S. 74 (Independence Boulevard) in Mecklenburg County.

Current Project Status Construction Start Date Estimated Cost
Environmental studies 
and project preliminary 
designs are being 
prepared.

2017 (Anticipated) $202.9 Million

Proposed Typical Section For Direct Connectors

I-485 Express Lanes (STIP Project I-5507)

Proposed Typical Section For I-485 Express Lanes
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