CHANGES FROM 2018 DESIGN TO 2025 DESIGN

2018 Hearing Maps - Presented at the 2018 public meeting

2023 Preliminary Plans - Developed in coordination with 1-2513 Task
Force in response to public comment from the 2018 Public Hearing

2024 AWJV Proposal Plans - Developed by AWJV during the
confidential procurement process

2025 O&R Plans - Developed by AWJV during the O&R Process in
coordination with NCDOT/MPO/COA staff

Changes from 2018 Hearing Maps to the 2023 Preliminary Plans
1. Burton Street Community Improvements (Map 1)

d.

The following proposed improvements were developed in coordination with the Burton Street
Community.

Improve existing sidewalks to meet ADA design standards.

Improve pedestrian connections between community resources by installing a sidewalk on Downing
Street per agreement of property owners.

Evaluate opportunities for new transit stops, such as near Burton Street and Haywood Road.

Install a sidewalk along Patton Avenue to connect pedestrian path and transit stop.

Install bus shelters and other improvements at transit stops located near Burton Street. Consider
neighborhood specific designs if feasible.

Incorporate a Burton Street history mural on proposed |-26 Connector sound wall if built.

Improve Community Center infrastructure by including additional parking.

Construct a new park and community gathering space at Smith Mill Creek that will include an
access point to the future greenway.

Increase the tree canopy within the interstate buffer along the Burton Street neighborhood where
possible.

Although the Burton Street Neighborhood Plan indicates that the Community Baptist Church will be
displaced, the project designs have since been refined to eliminate the need to relocate this
property. Only a small portion of the parking lot is anticipated to be impacted, and the church will
not need to be relocated.

2. Development of Aesthetics Package with Asheville Aesthetics Committee

d.

The City of Asheville formed an Aesthetics Advisory Committee (AAC) to work in an advisory
capacity to address aesthetic treatments that may be incorporated in the proposed project. At this
time, reducing visual impacts of the raised roadway to the historic Riverside Cemetery were
identified as an element to be addressed with the AAC.

3. Reduction of travel lanes on WB Bowen Bridge from 3 to 2 to accommodate additional MUP and Bike Lanes
(Map 2)

4. Riverside Drive Typical Section Revised to include bike lanes and additional sidewalk (Map 3)



5. Initial redesign of Hillcrest Connector and Hill Street — Coordinated with the I-2513 Working Group
(Map 2 of 3)

Changes from the 2023 Preliminary Plans to the 2024 AWJV Proposal Plans
6. Bifurcation of Profile along I-26 and -240 (Maps 2 and 3)
a. Utilizing bifurcated profiles, the proposed 60 feet cut wall will be reduced by 10 to 15 feet.
b. Bifurcated profiles allows I-2513BD to tie to I-2513AC with minimal impacts.
c. Bifurcated profiles allows 1-2513BD to tie to I-26 north of Broadway and to existing 1-240.
d. Bifurcated profiles will provide Design Build Team the ability to crossover traffic, which will optimize
work areas and reduce the amount of temporary pavement.
Construction cost savings of approximately $150,000.
Shortens construction schedule by approximately 3 months.
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7. ATC #2- Modifications of the 1-26/1-240 Bridges across the FBR (Map 2)
a. Allows traffic to be shifted off of Patton Avenue much sooner.
Unbraids ramps, simplifying bridge construction and future maintenance.
Lowers ramp grades which reduces bridge cost and improves the overall project view shed.
Improves the vertical profiles throughout the interchange (see attached profiles for details).
Improves the horizontal curvature of-240WB- by increasing the curve radii over the French Broad
River from 900’ to 1,078’ radius.
Reduces overall bridge area by approximately 200,000 SF.
Minimizes future bridge maintenance.
Provides the same traffic operations as the NCDOT design. See attached analysis.
Reduces the project footprint and resulting proposed Right-of-Way by 4.8 Acres.
Reducing bridge lengths improves surface water drainage and minimizes the need for deck drains
and potential closed drainage systems.
Reducing overall square footage of bridges minimizes areas of potential freezing.
Construction cost savings of $52 million.
. Decreased right-of-way impacts saving the Department $264,000.
Reduced construction schedule of approximately 6 months.
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8. ATC #4- Modifications at |-26/Patton Interchange

a. Simplifies and improves the overall construction phasing from 9 phases to 4 phases.

b. Eliminates significant temporary pavement and need for a temporary bridge.

c. Expedites shifting 1-240 traffic off Bowen Bridges twelve months sooner than the NCDOT design.

d. Expedites completion of rehabilitation to the Bowen Bridges finishing 15 months earlier than the
NCDOT design.

e. Provides greater schedule certainty offering flexibility to address unforeseen challenges during
construction west of the French Broad River.

f. Increases the separation between construction operations and vehicle / pedestrian traffic in the
area of the |-26-LB- interchange with Patton Avenue.

g. Reduces length and scope of private utility relocations.



9. ATC #5- Operational and Safety Improvements to Patton Ave and |-26/1-240 Interchanges (Map 2)

d.
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Improved safety by eliminating multiple merging and diverging maneuvers from the freeway
system.

Intersection safety improvements by converting a single 3-phase signal to two 2-phase signals.
Improved operations with better progression along Patton Avenue and improved operational
performance along the freeway system due to the reduction of number of merging and diverging
maneuvers.

Reduced network-wide travel time and improved speeds.

The proposed design simplifies signing minimizing driver confusion.

The proposed design modifications will result in better conditions for maintaining traffic during
construction.

Reduces the 1-240 WB ramp bridge area by 26,800 SF.

Shortens pedestrian bridge over |-240.

Elimination of straddle bents required for the braided ramp along-Y23 REV2-.

Reduces cut/fill and walls along 1-240 improving view shed for the neighborhoods adjacent to Hill
Street.

Minimizes future bridge and wall maintenance.

Reducing overall square footage of bridges minimizes areas of potential freezing.

. Construction cost savings of $12 million.

Decreased right-of-way impacts by 0.57 acres.
Reduced construction schedule of approximately 1 month.

10. Safety improvements

a.

Eliminated 10 design exceptions, including vertical profile criteria and horizontal stopping sight
distance.

11. Aesthetics Package — during the pursuit phase, a package of proposed aesthetic treatments following
Ashville Aesthetic Committee guidance were provided for following structures:

a.
b.
c.

Hill Street Bridge
Bowen Bridge
Haywood Road Bridge

Changes from the 2024 AWJV Proposal Plans to the 2025 O&R Plans
12. Optimized alighment and grade of MUP from Haywood Rd to Patton Ave (Maps 1 and 2)

a.

To save ROW costs and impacts, the multiuse path (MUP) was tucked in close to the interstate.

13. Shift of Northern Project Limits and delaying the replacement of the I-26 Bridges over Broadway St (Map 3)

14. The Interchange at Patton Avenue was modified to include a loop ramp (-Y7LB-) to allow for elimination of
one of the Bridges over the French Broad River (Map 2)

15. Shortening of the mainline I-26 bridge over Patton with early closure of the Westgate Ramp (Map 2)

16. Redesign of Hillcrest Connector and Hill Street area (Map 2)



17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

a. Hillcrest Connector Bridge was shifted north and the roundabout relocated to an area with less
impact to the Hillcrest Community. A pedestrian bridge was eliminated and its function replaced
with multi-use paths on Hillcrest Connector Bridge.

Removal of the 1-240 and Patton Ave Interchange (Map 2)

Posted speed of Patton Ave lowered to 25 MPH East of French Broad River (Map 2)
a. This action more closely matched existing profiles, reducing the footprint which reduces right-of-
way impacts and construction costs.

Cul-de-sac Clingman Avenue to Eliminated On-Ramp

Reduction of outside shoulder widths from 14’ to 10’ for |-26 and |-240 (A// Maps)
a. This action reduced bridge deck area, asphalt, right-of-way impacts and construction costs.

Elimination of space for future median planters on I-26 and |-240 (A// Maps)
a. This action reduced right-of-way impacts and construction costs.

Retention of existing interior bridge rails on the Bowen Bridges (Map 2)
a. This action saved the cost of rail replacement that would require significant bridge deck work.

Elimination of continuous highway high mast lighting and replaced with traditional light poles yielding cost
savings (Throughout Project — All Maps)

Capacity Reduction
a. Traffic Analysis indicated capacity of an additional through lane was not required for current or
future demands and so was eliminated.

Aesthetics Package
a. An aesthetics proposal package was sent to the Asheville Aesthetics Committee in spring 2025 and
coordination continues presently. Discussions include all previously discussed locations and are
extending to I-26 Bridge over Patton Avenue.



