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  Belville/LelandBelville/Leland::  
  Tuesday, March 22nd, 5pmTuesday, March 22nd, 5pm‐‐8pm8pm  
  Belville Elementary SchoolBelville Elementary School  
  575 River Road (N.C. 133 SE)575 River Road (N.C. 133 SE)  
  Leland, NC 28412Leland, NC 28412  
  
  
  WilmingtonWilmington: :   
  Thursday, March 24th, 5pmThursday, March 24th, 5pm‐‐8pm8pm  
  Alderman Elementary SchoolAlderman Elementary School  
  2025 Independence Boulevard2025 Independence Boulevard  
  Wilmington, NC 28403Wilmington, NC 28403  
  

The Turnpike Authority is currently studying a project known as the Cape 
Fear Skyway, a potential toll road that would extend from U.S. 17 and 
future I-140 in Brunswick County to U.S. 421 in New Hanover County, 
including a high-rise bridge over the Cape Fear River.  

Several potential corridors for the new roadway are being studied, along 
with the possibility of improving existing roads as an alternative to 
constructing the Skyway. The Turnpike Authority will also evaluate whether 
to develop the proposed project, in whole or in part, as a toll road. The 
project is estimated to cost between $950 million and $1.1 billion. 
The central purpose of the Cape Fear Skyway would be to improve traffic 
flow and freight movements by connecting major routes in Brunswick and 
New Hanover Counties and to provide better access to the Port of 
Wilmington.  It would also meet the goals of the North Carolina Strategic 
Highway Corridor Initiative, the North Carolina Intrastate System and the 
Wilmington Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organization’s Long Range 
Transportation Plan, all of which aim to promote regional and statewide 
mobility and economic vitality.  Consistency with these plans will be 
considered during the evaluation of project alternatives.   
In addition, the project would help reduce hurricane evacuation clearance 
time for residents and visitors as well as aid in emergency evacuation from 
Progress Energy’s Brunswick Nuclear Plant in Southport.   
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Complete Financial FeasibilityComplete Financial Feasibility  20132013  

Project ScheduleProject Schedule  

The North Carolina Turnpike Authority will hold two Citizens 
Informational Workshops this month regarding the Cape Fear 
Skyway project. Representatives from the project study team will 
share information, answer questions and receive comments 
regarding the proposed project in an informal setting.  

The same information will be available at each workshop. There will 
not be a formal presentation, and participants are encouraged to 
drop in at any time during the workshops. You may also submit 
comments or questions to the contacts listed on the back of this 
newsletter.  

Workshop Loca ons & TimesWorkshop Loca ons & Times  
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The Planning Process 
In compliance with the Na onal Environmen-
tal Policy Act (NEPA), the Turnpike Authority is 
preparing an Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) for the Cape Fear Skyway project.  An EIS 
is a federally required document that de-
scribes the project’s purpose and need, iden -
fies project op ons and evaluates how each 
op on may affect the surrounding community 
and natural environment.   
 
Once a Dra  EIS has been completed, the pro-
ject op ons will be reviewed by the public, as 
well as local, state and federal agencies, and a 
preferred op on will be selected.  This op on 
will then be developed further and a Final EIS 
will be prepared, followed by a Record of Deci-
sion, which gives final federal approval of the 
selected route. 
 
Comments received from the public and gov-
ernment agencies play an important role in 
this process. In addi on to hos ng public 
workshops, the Turnpike Authority con nues 
to work closely with federal, state and local 
officials on the development of this project. 

Project Purpose and Need 

The primary needs for the Cape Fear Skyway 
project include: 

• Addi onal Traffic Capacity  

• Improved Access to the Port of Wilmington  

The purpose of the proposed ac on is to im-
prove traffic flow and enhance freight move-
ments beginning in the vicinity of U.S. 17 and 
future I-140 in Brunswick County across the 
Cape Fear River to U.S. 421 near the Port of 
Wilmington in southern New Hanover County.  

Project Op ons Under Considera on 
Several op ons are currently under considera on for 
the Cape Fear Skyway project.  These include: 
 

• The No‐Build or Do Nothing Op on ‐ maintains 
road network as it is today 

• Transporta on Demand Management Op on ‐
improves ac vi es that change traveler behavior, 
such as staggered work hours and ridesharing 

• Transporta on Systems Management Op on ‐
involves minor improvements such as new or im-
proved signals, turn lanes, speed restric ons, etc. 

• Mass Transit/Mul ‐Modal Op on ‐ includes adding 
bus or rail passenger services 

• Improve the Exis ng Roads ‐ improves exis ng U.S. 
17 from the proposed I-140 /U.S. 17 interchange to 
U.S. 421 in New Hanover County, including improve-
ments along U.S. 421 

• Construct New Road ‐ builds new road from the 
vicinity of U.S. 17 and future I-140 in Brunswick 
County to U.S. 421 in New Hanover County, includ-
ing a bridge over the Cape Fear River 

• New Road/Improve Exis ng Road “Hybrid”  ‐
includes combina on of new roadway and improve-
ments to exis ng U.S. 17 

Your input is important! 
Your comments and recommenda ons will help the Turnpike Authority as it moves forward with developing this 
project.  Sign up for our mailing list to receive future project newsle ers, announcements and project updates. 

For more informa on, visit www.ncturnpike.org/projects/Cape_Fear, call (800) 233‐6315 toll free, or 
email capefear@ncturnpike.org 

North Carolina Turnpike Authority  
A business unit of the N.C. Department of 
Transporta on, the Turnpike Authority is 
authorized to study, plan, develop and un-
dertake preliminary design work on up to 
nine toll roads in the state.  The Cape Fear 
Skyway is one of the Turnpike Authority’s 
candidate toll roads. 



 

 



 

 

Jennifer Harris, PE 
North Carolina Turnpike Authority 
1578 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699‐1578  
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In compliance with the Americans with Disabili es Act (ADA), the Turnpike Authority will provide auxiliary aids 
and services for disabled persons who wish to par cipate in the Informa onal Workshops.  To receive special 

services, please contact Jennifer Harris by phone (919) 571-3000 or email capefear@ncturnpike.org as soon as 
possible so that arrangements can be made. 

CITIZENS INFORMATIONAL WORKSHOPS CITIZENS INFORMATIONAL WORKSHOPS   
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MARCH 22nd & 24th, 2011MARCH 22nd & 24th, 2011  
Tuesday, March 22nd, 2011, 5pmTuesday, March 22nd, 2011, 5pm‐‐8pm8pm  
  Belville Elementary SchoolBelville Elementary School  
  575 River 575 River Road (N.C. 133 SE)Road (N.C. 133 SE)  
  Leland, NC 28412Leland, NC 28412  

Thursday, March 24th, 2011, 5pmThursday, March 24th, 2011, 5pm‐‐8pm8pm  
  Alderman Elementary SchoolAlderman Elementary School  
  2025 Independence Boulevard2025 Independence Boulevard  
  Wilmington, NC 28403Wilmington, NC 28403  
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For ques ons or comments about the project, to be added to the project mailing list, and/or to receive future      
newsle ers please contact: 
 

David Griffin, CEP       Jennifer Harris, PE 
URS         North Carolina Turnpike Authority 
1600 Perimeter Park Drive, Suite 400     1578 Mail Service Center 
Morrisville, NC 27560       Raleigh, NC 27699-1578 
(919) 461-1446        (919) 571-3000 
david_griffin@urscorp.com      capefear@ncturnpike.org 


