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Complete 540 Planning Study Now Completed

N.C. Turnpike Authority Receives Final Federal Approval of Complete 540 Route
The Record of Decision (ROD) for the Complete 540 project
has been received from the Federal Highway Administration,
signifying final federal approval of the project’s route. After
extensive study of several different project options, the ROD
confirms the orange-green-mint-green route as the selected
alternative for extending the existing Triangle Expressway
from the N.C. 55 Bypass in Apex to U.S. 64/U.S. 264 (I-495)
in Knightdale.
This approval was granted only after NCDOT (1) completed a thorough review of the project’s expected benefits
and impacts, (2) considered all comments received from
environmental agencies, local governments, and the public; and, (3) ensured that methods are in place for avoiding,
minimizing and mitigating the project’s environmental and
community impacts.
Approval of the ROD allows N.C. Turnpike Authority and
NCDOT to acquire land needed for the project’s right-of-way,

obtain environmental permits, and advance construction
plans. The first of three construction contracts is now in the
procurement process and the other two contracts will begin
procurement later this year.
A copy of the ROD has been posted on the Complete 540
website, along with other documents related to this final
step in the study (www.ncdot.gov/projects/complete540).
The study’s toll-free information line remains available, at
800-554-7849, and the study team can also be reached
via email at complete540@ncdot.gov.

Si desea recibir una copia de este boletín en Español, por
favor llame al número de teléfono 1-800-481-6494, o envíe
un correo electrónico a complete540@ncdot.gov. Para obtener
más información sobre estos servicios, por favor llame al
número de teléfono 1-800-481-6494.

These dates could change as funding and project priorities are adjusted over the next
few years.

The next construction contracts anticipated for award will be for the project from N.C.
55 Bypass to U.S. 401. Final design and construction contracts for this segment are

The Turnpike Authority is anticipating these projects will be completed and open to
traffic around the same time.
The final project to be constructed will extend 540 from I-40 to U.S. 64/264 and is
not expected to be awarded for final design and construction until around 2027.

expected to be awarded in the spring and summer of 2019, with construction anticipated to start in 2020.

The State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) for years 2018 through 2027
divides the Complete 540 project into three projects (R-2721, R-2828, R-2829). The
first construction contract to be awarded will be located between U.S. 401 and I-40.
The North Carolina Turnpike Authority is scheduled to award the final design and construction contract for this first segment by the end of 2018, with actual construction
anticipated to start in 2019.
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