Project Alternatives History

The project development, engineering, and environ-
mental studies for the project are being conducted in
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA).

PRELIMINARY ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED

In accordance with Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) guidelines, several types of preliminary alter-
natives were evaluated based on their ability to meet
the project's purpose and need:

®  The No-Build or Do Nothing Alternative

®  Minor Capital Improvements to Existing Road-
ways This includes measures such as computer-
ized traffic signals, intersection improvements,
improved signs, etc.

® Travel Demand Management This includes ride-
sharing, High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lanes,
telecommuting, etc.

® Mass Transit Alternative(s)

®  Multi-Modal Alternative(s) This includes combina-
tions of mass transit, travel demand manage-
ment, and minor improvements.

® Improve Existing Roadways This includes widen-
ing and other improvements to US 29-74 and/or
1-85.

® Build a New Highway Several preliminary corri-
dors were developed and evaluated. The prelimi-
nary alternatives considered all alternatives previ-
ously developed during the Metropolitan Planning
Organizations (MPO's) thoroughfare planning
process and any alternatives suggested by citi-
zens or other government agencies.
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ALTERNATIVES TO BE STUDIED IN DETAIL

Joy %

Z)

The wide range of preliminary alternatives listed above
were evaluated to identify those alternatives that best
serve the project's purpose and need and minimize the
impacts to the human and natural environment. The
alternatives recommended for detailed study are:

® The No-Build or Do Nothing Alternative. This alter-
native is always an option considered in the plan-
ning process.

® Build a New Highway Several alternatives on new
location are being studied in depth (see enclosed
map).

PROJECT SCHEDULE

(Subject to Change)

Winter 2008
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)

Fall 2008
Preferred Alternative Selected

Summer 2009
Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS)

Winter 2010
Record of Decision (ROD)

Right-of-Way Acquisition and Construction is
Currently Unfunded (Would occur after Record
of Decision).
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Contact Information

For project-specific information, contact:

Jill Gurak, PE, AICP

PBS&J

1616 East Millbrook Road, Suite 310
Raleigh, NC 27609

(919) 876-6888 phone

(919) 876-6848 fax
jsgurak@pbsj.com

OR

Kristina Solberg, PE

HNTB North Carolina PC

343 E. Six Forks Road, Suite 200
Raleigh, NC 27609

(919) 546-8997 phone

(919) 546-9421 fax
ksolberg@hntb.com

For NC Turnpike Authority information, contact:

Gail Grimes, PE

North Carolina Turnpike Authority
1501 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-1501

(919) 733-2520 phone

(919) 715-4088 fax
ggrimes@dot.state.nc.us

Websites:

Visit the Project website:

www.ncdot.org/projects/gastonconnector

Visit the NC Turnpike Authority website:
www.ncturnpike.org

Questions? Call the
PROJECT HOTLINE 800-475-6402

Gaston Counlty
East-West

Connector
TIP Project U-3321

Citizens
Informational

Workshop

Gaston and Mecklenburg Counties

4:30 - 8:00 PM

January 31, 2006
Hunter Huss High School

February 1, 2006
Olympic High School

February 2, 2006
South Point High School
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WELCOME! to the second series of Citizens
Informational Workshops for the Gaston County
East-West Connector. Thank you for coming to
tonight ’s open-house, which is hosted by the
North Carolina Turnpike Authority (NCTA ) and
the North Carolina Department of Transportation
(NCDOT).

PLEASE....

READ this handout. /f contains information on the
need for the project, current project activities,
and the project schedule.

VIEW the slideshow. /f provides background
information on the alternatives development
process, toll issues, and this project.

REVIEW the project displays. Maps and aerial
photographs on display show the overall
project study area and the recommended

‘Detailed Study Alternatives’.

TALK with the Project Team. They are present to
answer your questions and discuss the project
one-on-one.

TELL us what you think. Your input counts! Fill
out a comment sheet or discuss your com-
ments with a Project Team representative.

Workshop Purpose

The purpose of this workshop is to familiarize citi-
zens with the proposed project and provide an
opportunity for comment on the recommended

“ Detailed Study Alternatives” and input on the
next phase of planning and design. The NCTA
and NCDOT staff are available to meet one-on-
one with the public.
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Gaston East-West Connector

NCDOT TIP No. U-3321
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Project Purpose

* Improve mobility, access, and connectivity in south-

ern Gaston County and between southern Gaston
County and Mecklenburg County

®  Reduce congestion and improve traffic flow on the
sections of I-85, US 29-74, and US 321 in the project
study area; improve high-speed, safe regional
travel service along the US 29-74 intrastate corridor;
and generally improve safety and reduce above aver-
age accident rates in the project study area

Recommended Detailed Study Alternatives

The new location highway corridors recommended for
detailed study are shown on the map above. These corri-
dors are about 1,400 feet wide. Detailed information
about the environment within these corridors will be col-
lected for the next phase of engineering design and im-
pact analysis. The right of way for the highway will aver-
age about 350 feet and will be located somewhere inside
these corridors. Right of way around interchanges will be
wider than 350 feet to accommodate the interchange
ramps, but will still be inside the study corridors. The de-
tailed environmental and engineering studies are begin-
ning for these corridors, and you may see engineers, bi-
ologists, surveyors, and others conducting field work in
the project area.

Candidate Toll Road Project

In October 2002, the North Carolina Gen-
eral Assembly established a law creating
the North Carolina Turnpike Authority.

The North Carolina Turnpike Authority
(NCTA) is authorized to study, develop,
construct, operate, and maintain up to nine
toll roads in the state. The Gaston County
East-West Connector is one of the NCTA
candidate toll roads. The law prohibits the
North Carolina Turnpike Authority from
tolling existing roads.




