
Project Purpose

Project Schedule

The purpose of the proposed action is to improve east-west transportation
mobility in the area around the City of Gastonia, between Gastonia and
the Charlotte metropolitan area, and, particularly, to establish direct access
between the rapidly growing areas of southeast Gaston County and west
Mecklenburg County.  This project purpose is based on the following:

1. Need to improve mobility, access, and connectivity within southern Gaston
    County and between southern Gaston County and Mecklenburg County.

2. Need to improve traffic flow on the sections of I-85, US 29-74, and US 321
    within the project study area and improve high-speed, safe, reliable
    regional travel service along the I-85 corridor.

JANUARY 2009
The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and identification
of the NCTA-Recommended Alternative will be available for public
review.  The DEIS will summarize the impacts and costs of the 12
Detailed Study Alternatives.

SPRING 2009
Public Hearings will be held to take comments on the DEIS and project
alternatives.

SUMMER 2009
A Preferred Alternative will be selected based on the information in the
DEIS and comments from the public and environmental agencies.

SUMMER 2010
The Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) will be completed for
the Preferred Alternative and made available for public and agency review.

FALL 2010
The Record of Decision (ROD) will be completed.  This is the final
document in the planning process.  Right-of-way acquisition and
construction will begin only after the ROD is completed.

SPRING 2015
Project open to traffic

Schedule subject to the
availability of funds



Year 2006 and Year 2030 Traffic
Conditions Without the Project 
These graphics illustrate the traffic volumes and traffic conditions
on I-85, I-485, US 29-74, and US 321 in 2006 and in 2030 without
the Gaston East-West Connector.  The colors on the maps
represent different  levels of service (LOS).  The level of service is
a rating from A to F of the estimated level of congestion on a
roadway.  LOS A is the best operating condition (free-flow traffic)
and LOS F is the worst (substantial slow-downs and delays).  As
shown in the graphics, congestion on I-85, I-485, and US 29-74 is
projected to worsen over the years.

20
06

 T
R

A
FF

IC
20

30
 T

R
A

FF
IC

321

29
74

321

29
74

SR
1122

SR
1134

SR
1133

SR
1106

SR
1126

SR
1131

SR
1136

SR
2420

SR
2400

SR
1131

SR
1334

SR
1302

SR
402

SR
1103

SR
1108

SR
2412

SR
2200

SR
2445

SR
1307

SR
2435

SR
1195

SR
2519

SR
2560

SR
1625

SR
2044

SR
2093

SR
2040

SR
2000

SR
2050SR

2201

SR
2439

SR
2478

SR
2446

SR
2457

SR
2466

SR
2200

SR
2466

SR
1255

279

275

274

274

279

279

273

273

7

7

273

27

275

273

274

279

16

85

85

485

485

85

Spencer Mountain

McAdenville

Belmont

Cramerton

RanloBessemer 
     City

Stanley

Dallas

Gastonia

Mt. Holly

Lowell

South Fork

Catawba River

Ca
ta

wba
 R

iv
er

Catawba Creek

C
row

ders
C

reek

Gaston
Municipal

Airport

Gaston County
York County, SC

G
as

to
n 

C
ou

nt
y

M
ec

kl
en

bu
rg

 C
ou

nt
y

Crowders Mountain
State Park

Daniel Stowe
Botanical Gardens

Edgewood Rd

Sh
an

no
n

B
ra

dl
ey

Rd

Le
wis

Rd

Li
nw

oo
d

R
d

E Garrison Blvd

Hudson Blvd

Ro
bi

nw
oo

d
R

d

Hoffm
an Rd

Beaty Rd

Ar
m

str
ong Ford

Rd

Be
th

es
da

Rd
Lo

w
el

l

Main St

Tr
en

to
n 

St

Robinson Rd

S
New

H
ope

R
d

M
yr

tle
Sc

ho
o

lR
d

Crow
dersM

ountain
Rd

Bessem
er City Rd

Davidson Ave

Hudson Blvd

Davis Park Rd

Yo
rk

Rd

Forbes Rd

Stagecoach Rd

Cra
wfo

rd
Rd

Ch
es

te
r S

t
Yo

rk
Rd M
ar

ie
tta

St

Broad
St

RankinAve

C Grier Beam Blvd

TradeSt

M
od

en
aS

t

Ozar
kAve

Long
Ave

2nd Ave

New
Hope Rd

Ar
m

st
ro

ng
Pa

rk
Rd

Co
x

R
d

Redbud Dr

Li
ne

b e
rg

er
R

d

Market St
Lakew

oodRd

Old
NC 273

C
en

tr
al

A
ve

Pa
rk

St

S
am

W
ils

on
R

d

Bo
ld

in
g

St

Rankin
Lake

Rd

Exit 13
Exit 14

Exit 17

Exit 19

Exit 20
Exit 21

Exit 22
32tixE

Exit 26
ix 7E 2t

Exit 29

33,900

45,100

52,000

73,800

84,200

18,500

125,000

33,500

 134,000

97,400

29,100

79,400

33,100

118,200

29,800

7,900

16,100

20,000

43,700

15,500

16,800

13,500

15,600

126,800

123,600

24,600
22,800

31,900

15,900

130,000

46,400

36,000

109,600

28,800

13,400

26,200

21,400

30,100 41,600

18,600

20,000

29,100

16,100

15,500

15,600

21,400

15,600

34,900

111,200

24,600
Source: Gaston County and
             Mecklenburg Counties GIS.
             Map Printed On 7-09-08.
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What’s New Since the
2006 Workshops?

1.  ALTERNATIVE CORRIDOR SEGMENT K1D
     ELIMINATED FROM STUDY. 
     Corridor Segment K1D, across the Belmont peninsula, was eliminated
      from further study, resulting in the elimination of 4 of the 16 original
      Detailed Study Alternatives shown at the 2006 workshops.  
      Segment K1D would interfere with a planned landfill necessary for
      operations at Duke Energy’s Allen Steam Station.

2.  THE PROJECT IS NOW BEING STUDIED ONLY
     AS A TOLL ROAD.
     Non-toll alternatives are no longer being studied for this project
      because funding is not available to build the project as a non-toll facility.

3.  THE PURPOSE AND NEED STATEMENT AND THE
     ALTERNATIVES SCREENING REPORT HAVE
     BEEN UPDATED. 
     These two reports were prepared several years ago.  The updates
      provide the latest traffic forecasts and background information.  They
      are available for download at www.ncturnpike.org/projects/gaston.
     The conclusions do not change in either report.  

4.  ENGINEERING DESIGNS FOR EACH DETAILED
     STUDY ALTERNATIVE ARE ON DISPLAY AT
     TONIGHT’S WORKSHOP.
     The right of way for the roadway within each 1,400-foot-wide Detailed
      Study Alternative Corridor is shown on the large-scale aerial
      photographs.

5.  THE PROJECT INTERCHANGE AT US 29-74 MAY
     BE ELIMINATED. 
     The proposed interchange at US 29-74 is close to wetlands and
      floodplains associated with Crowder’s Creek and is also near the
      proposed interchange at I-85.  NCTA would like your opinion on
      whether this interchange should be retained as part of the project. 



Range of Alternatives
Considered

The following alternative concepts were retained for
continued study.

1.  NO-BUILD ALTERNATIVE
          retained for comparison purposes, as required by the National
          Environmental Policy Act

2.  NEW LOCATION ALTERNATIVE
          includes 12 corridors currently under consideration

The following alternative concepts were eliminated from further
study because they would not effectively serve the project’s
purpose and need, and Alternative 1 (Improve Existing Roadways)
could result in greater impact to the human environment than the
New Location Alternative.

1.  IMPROVE EXISTING ROADWAYS ALTERNATIVE
          includes widening and other improvements to I-85, US 29-74, and
          collector roadways leading from southern Gaston County to I-85

2.  TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM MANAGEMENT
     ALTERNATIVES
          includes measures such as computerized traffic signals, intersection
          improvements, improved signs, etc.

3.  TRANSPORTATION DEMAND MANAGEMENT
     ALTERNATIVES
          includes ridesharing, HOV lanes, telecommuting, etc.

4.  MASS TRANSIT ALTERNATIVE
5.  MULTI-MODAL ALTERNATIVE
          combinations of mass transit alternatives, transportation demand
          management alternatives, and minor improvements


