


General Project Overview

• Background Information
• Draft EIS
• Recommended Alternative
• Next Steps



2005 - Garden Parkway becomes 
candidate toll facility



Project Study Area



Project Endpoints



Typical Cross-Section



Project Funding

• Revenue Bonds
• TIFIA Loans
• STIP Funds
• Gap Appropriation



Project Phasing

Likely first phase – I-485 to US 321



Public Involvement
• Citizens Informational Workshops

• 2003, 2006, and 2008
• Small Group Meetings
• Project website
• Toll-free hotline
• June 22-25, 2009

• Open Houses
• Public Hearings



Public Involvement



Public Involvement



Public Involvement



How will tolls be collected?



What is a Draft EIS?



What is Draft EIS?
Assessment of the Questions:

• Is a project really 
needed?

• Where should the 
project corridor go?

• What are reasonable 
alternatives?

• What are the concerns
& can they be 
addressed?



Who is involved in the project?



Who Else Is Involved?
Local Stakeholders

• Residents
• Property owners
• Traveling public
• Local governments

• MPO(s)
• RPO(s)
• Towns, cities
• Counties

• Elected officials



Gaston East-West Connector 
Draft EIS

• Approved April 24, 2009

• Lead Agencies:  
• NCTA
• NCDOT
• FHWA



Alternative Concepts Considered in 
the Draft EIS
• New Location Alternatives
• Widen Existing Roadways
• Mass Transit & Multimodal Alternatives
• Minor Transportation System 

Improvements
• Travel Demand Management 

Alternatives



90 Preliminary Alternatives



GUAMPO Corridor



12 Detailed Study Alternatives

GUAMPO Corridor



GUAMPO Corridor

GUAMPO Corridor

GUAMPO Garden Parkway Corridor
NC Clean Air Project
Detailed Study Alternatives



DSAs Evaluated By Project Impacts

• Human Environment
• Physical Environment
• Cultural Environment
• Natural Environment



Technical Evaluation of…
• Wetlands and Streams
• Water Quality
• Endangered Species
• Floodplains and Floodways

• Historic and Archaeological Resources
• Noise
• Community Resources
• Relocations
• Air Quality
• Hazardous Materials
• Farmlands



The Alternative Selection Process
• Recommendation made in Draft EIS based on 

technical evaluation of all factors
• Public Hearing/Comment process provides 

affirmation -- or -- sufficient justification for 
changing the recommendation 

• Alternative Selection:
• Not a “vote of the people”
• Not a political decision
• Based on sound, defendable, repeatable 

technical evidence with consideration of all 
public comments 

• Process dictated by federal law (NEPA)



Summary of Project Impacts



Recommended Alternative – DSA 9

“Recommended Alternative” is only a recommendation.



What is Alternative 9?
•• 21.9 miles long

• West Area
Located parallel to the east side 
of Crowders Creek

• Central Area
South of Union Road/Union-
New Hope Road

• East Area
Crosses Belmont peninsula 
north of Allen Steam Station



Why Alternative 9?
Human Environment

• Lower in numbers of residential relocations
• No direct impacts to schools
• No relocation of cemeteries
• Avoids Karyae Park YMCA facility and Pisgah ARP Church
• One of the alternatives farthest from Crowders Mountain 

State Park
• Does not need right of way from Daniel Stowe Botanical 

Garden
• Avoids relocation of Ramoth AME Zion Church and 

cemetery
• One of eight alternatives that require the least amount of 

right of way from Berewick District Park



Why Alternative 9?
Physical and Cultural Resources

• In middle of range of receptors impacted by noise
• One of the alternatives with the least impacts to 

Voluntary Agricultural Districts
• One of the alternatives with fewest power 

transmission line crossings
• Does not require right of way from Wolfe Family 

Dairy Farm historic property
• Low to moderate potential for important 

archaeological sites



Why Alternative 9?
Natural Resources

• Crosses South Fork Catawba River and Catawba 
River where rivers less navigable

• Impacts least amount of upland forest
• One of four alternatives with lowest potential for 

habitat fragmentation effects
• Lower in range of impacts to ponds, wetlands, 

and streams
• Fewest number of stream crossings
• One of eight alternatives with a biological 

conclusion of No Effect to Schweinitz’s sunflower



What are the Major “Steps” in
the EIS Process?
Draft EIS

• Recommended Alternative
• Major project milestone

Final EIS
• Preferred Alternative

Record of Decision or “ROD”
• Selected Alternative
• Final route approval



What Does it Mean to Have a 
Signed Draft EIS?

• Consensus among “Lead Agencies”
that NEPA process followed

• Agreement that appropriate studies 
completed

• Buy-in on the recommendation for 
the project corridor



Citizens Summary of Draft EIS

• Brief summary highlighting major topics
• Alternatives
• Impacts
• Costs
• Tolling

• Available on our website



Participate in this Workshop

Mail your comments

Drop your comments 
in the box

E-mail your commentsTalk with a team member

Sign up to speak at the 
Public Hearings



Comments
Due



What happens next?
• Review and evaluate comments
• Mid-Late 2009 –

Identify the Preferred Alternative
• Mid 2010 – Final EIS
• Late 2010 – Record of Decision (ROD)
• Early 2011 – Begin construction
• Late 2014 – Open to traffic
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Public Hearing Maps



Thank you




