GASTON E-W CONNECTOR
(Garden Parkway)

November 18, 2008

Description
New location roadway from -85 west of Gastonia in Gaston County to [-485 at NC 160 in
Mecklenburg County.

Purpose

e Improve mobility, access, and connectivity in southern Gaston County between southern
Gaston County and Mecklenburg County.

e Improve traffic flow on the sections of I-85, US 29-74, and US 321 in the project study area.
e Improve high-speed, safe, reliable regional travel service along the 1-85 corridor.

Length
21.5 miles

Free Alternate Route
Existing 1-85 or US 29-74 through Gaston and Mecklenburg Counties

Typical Section
Four to six-lane facility with a new crossing over Catawba & South Fork Rivers

Timeline
Financial feasibility study October 2006
Draft Environmental Impact Statement January 2009
Citizens Informational Workshops / Public

- March 2009
Hearings
Final Environmental Impact Statement May 2010
Issue Record of Decision October 2010
Award construction contract December 2010
Project opening 2015
Contacts
Ms. Jennifer Harris, PE or Ms. Jill Gurak, PE, AICP
NC Turnpike Authority PBS&J
1578 Mail Service Center 1616 E. Millbrook Rd., Ste. 310
Raleigh, NC 27699-1578 Raleigh, NC 27609
(919) 571-3004 (919) 876-6888

Email: gaston@ncturnpike.org
www.ncturnpike.org/projects/gaston
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