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Greensboro Western Urban Loop
Traffic Noise Public Meeting

Agenda
*Why are we here?

*What Is traffic noise?
 How does NCDOT address traffic noise?
*Where are the proposed noise walls located?

* What will the proposed noise walls look like?

 \What’s next?
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Why are we here?
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Why are we here?

« NCDOT will soon solicit Public Preference Ballots FOR or AGAINST
seven proposed noise walls

« Tonight, NCDOT will provide balloting information to eligible voters
and answer questions related to the balloting process
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What are we voting on?

“Yes” or “No” to construct the walls

........ YES, I prefer the noise barrier construction

...NO, I do not prefer the noise barrier construction

Clearly mark your selection within the corresponding box.
Your ballot must be postmarked by for consideration
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What Is traffic noise?
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Traffic Noise Definitions

NOISE = unwanted or excessive sound
Decibel = unit that defines sound energy

Noise Receptor = any structure that receives any level of noise (not
necessarily excessive)

Impacted Receptor = receptor that receives elevated traffic noise

levels above defined threshold levels due to
highway traffic noise

Benefited Receptor = receptor that receives a 5-decibel or more
reduction in noise due to a noise wall
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Traffic Noise Levels

Common Outdoor and Indoor Noises
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How does NCDOT address traffic noise impacts?
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NCDOT T(affic Noise Abatemen
Policy and Manual

LINA

NORTH CARO
SPORTATION

DEPARTMENT OF TRAN

TRAFFIC NOISE ABATEMENT POLICY

Effective Date:  July 13,2011




Traffic Noise Study
Completed Iin 2015

REVISED
DESIGN NOISE REPORT

Greensboro Western Urban Loop

From US 220 (Battleground Avenue) to east of

SR 2303 (Lawndale Avenue) in Greensboro in
Guilford County

TIP Project U-2524D

Prepared By

North Carolina Department of Transportation
Project Development and Environmental Analysis Unit
Humsn Environment Section

Traffic Noise & Air Quality Group

August 2015
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NCDOT Traffic Noise Abatement Policy

Date of Public Knowledge

 Date of Final Design Public Hearing

* After this date, NCDOT Is not responsible for noise
abatement

 Local governments and private
landowners are responsible

February 15, 1996
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NCDOT Traffic Noise Abatement Policy

Date of Public Knowledge

* Trigger is approval date of building permit for
Individual lot or site, relative to the Date of Public
Knowledge

* NOT approval date of development plans or plat
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NCDOT Traffic Noise Abatement Policy

Feasible

« Acoustic and engineering factors
- Does the noise reduction measure work?
- Can it be built?

Reasonable
* Social, economic, and environmental factors
- Is it within the allowable quantity?
- Does the public want it?
- Does it meet design goals?
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Public Preference Balloting

Who Gets To Vote?

As part of determining if the walls are reasonable,
NCDOT mails ballots to all benefited property
owners and tenants.
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Public Preference Balloting

Weighted Ballots

* 4 points/ballot for front row property
owners who reside at property

» 3 points/ballot for adjacent property \‘
owners who rent property

« 2 points/ballot for all other property
owners who reside at property

« 1 point/ballot for all other property
owners who rent property

1 point/ballot vote for all tenants
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Traffic Noise Demonstration
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Where are the proposed noise walls?
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Proposed Noise Reduction Measures

Receptor Types on Aerial Mapping

‘ Impacted and Benefited
Solicited
Receptors
‘ Not Impacted and Benefited
‘ Impacted and Not Benefited
Q Not Impacted and Not Benefited

* Right of Way Acquisition
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What do the proposed noise walls look like?
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Proposed Noise Walls
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Proposed Noise Walls

Precast Concrete Panels with
Ashlar Stone Texture
On Both Sides

Topmost Foot of Panels
Has No Texture

Concrete Columns

Medium Gray Stain
on Panels Only
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Proposed Noise Walls

Highway Side Community Side
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What's next?
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Noise Ballots To Be Mailed
by Mid-March 2016

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

2018

Property Owner Preference Survey
Gresnshoso Westem Urban Loap / Batflazound Ave ta Lawndale Drive
State Project U-2324D

Disar Praperty O or Tenamt:

The Nosth Carolins Depanment of Tanspamation (NCDOT) conducted raffic noise analyses
duringplanning nd design for the propossd Greensboro Western Urban Loop (I-840) project to
dstermine if allowable noise reduction messures mest foasibility and ressonzbleness midelines
found in the NCDOT Traffic Noise Abatement Balicy. The results ofour analyses indicate that
construction af 2 noszwall betwesn yous property 2nd the proposed bishway project isjustfisd

You ase seceiving this lemer because your propeny or rasidence s pradicred 10 sacsive s
seduction in furuse teaffic naise if the propossd wall is builr. The NCDOT Palicy sequisss that
owners and tenants of residences that will receive at least a S-decibel seduction in predicted
traffic nnise due to noise wall comemuction willhave igut into whether or not the naise wall is
comstructsd. A sesidence is termed “bemsfited” Of it i3 pradicted to receive this S-dacivel
seduction. NCDOT is asking for your vote to help detesmine the public's preference fos or
2zinst thepraposed noisewall

A ballot with your vating options is enclosad for you to complets znd rstum postaz= frez to
NCDOT Doints per ballot are distributed in the following weizhted manner

- 3 points perballor for benefited front sow propenty owers {4 points if awner-accupied)
Front row groperty auners are located directiy eiind the noise wall

- 1pointperballot for 2ll other bensfited propenty awness (2 points if owneraccupied)
Bengfited proper(y ownars are not losated directiy behind e noise wall

- 1point perballat for all residents of bensfited rental properties

The propased noise wall will be built unless more than 50% of the tota] points distsibuted
indicate that 2lizible vatars do Aot want the wall There is Do cHafs t0 prapesty Owoes of
tenznts for construction of the proposed wall. Your ballotmust be postmarked on or before
March 2016 to be counted.

IFyou nesd additiona] information, plesse contactms by telephone at (312) 707-8087, by mail at
NEDOT, Buman Envisonment Section, 1598 Mail Servics Center, Raleigh, NC 27628-1528, or
by el 3t msmith@ncdot oy,
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D ........ YES, I prefer the noise barrier construction

DA ..NO, I do not prefer the noise barrier construction

Clearly mark your selection wx(hm the couespondmg box
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Ballots Must Be Postmarked
By Date Indicated In the Letter
To Be Considered

MARCH 2016

12 3 45

6 7 8 9 101112
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 ,
2021222324'02526l|
27 28 29 30 3N

Transportation



What Determines the Qutcome

How iIs your vote Counted?

NCDOT will build the proposed noise walls unless a
simple majority of all distributed points are returned that
Indicates the balloted voters do not want the walls

Transportation



Questions?
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Information Contacts

Greg Smith, LG, PE Patty Eason, PE

NCDOT Traffic Noise & Air Quality NCDOT Division 7
Supervisor Construction Engineer

1598 Mail Services Center PO Box 14996

Raleigh, NC 27699-1598 Greensboro, NC 27415-4996

919-707-6087 336-487-0000

gasmith@ncdot.gov peason@ncdot.qov
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mailto:peason@ncdot.gov
mailto:gasmith@ncdot.gov

Thank You
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