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Citizens Informational Workshop Handout

PURPOSE OF THIS MEETING

The purpose of this meeting is to inform
community members about two items: the
need for the project and the steps that will
be taken to ensure the project is conducted
in the least disruptive way to both the human
and natural environments. This meeting is
one step in involving the public in the project
planning process.

Please:

(1) View the information on the maps and
(2) Talk to the team members. Team
members are available to discuss the project
and answer your questions. Public inputis a
very important part of the process, and all
parties are urged to participate.

Afterwards, please (3) Fill out the comment
sheet and place it in the box or return it via
mail.

Your comments will be considered in the
planning of the proposed project. If
additional information is needed or if you
would like to submit comments after the
workshop, please address your comments to:

Ms. Theresa Ellerby

Project Development and Environmental
Analysis Branch

Division of Highways

1548 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-1548

.........................................................................................................................................................

PURPOSE OF THE PROJECT

The North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) proposes to widen the existing
travel lanes and shoulders on the southbound lanes of I-77 and investigate truck roll-over issues
1] on the I-85 to |-77 ramps.

four lanes to eight lanes (plus connecting
lanes between interchanges as appropriate)
between 1-85 and [1-485. During the
planning of Project 1-3311A, NCDOT studied
the impacts of designating two of those
lanes as High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV)
lanes, one in each direction. NCDOT also
§ proposed extending the southbound HOV
“lane from 1-85 through the Brookshire
Freeway interchange. From LaSalle Street
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to the Brookshire Freeway, the HOV lane was created by using existing pavement, which was
obtained by reducing the inside shoulder width and narrowing the three general-purpose lanes.
These design exceptions were approved by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) with
the understanding that the lanes and shoulders would eventually be widened again. Impacts of
adding HOV lanes were documented in the I-77 High Occupancy Vehicle Facility Categorical
Exclusion (July 2002).

There are currently four travel lanes and an HOV
lane on 1-77 from south of [|-85 to the
I-77/Brookshire Freeway interchange. From
LaSalle Street to the I-77/Brookshire Freeway
interchange, the outermost travel lane is 12 feet
wide, inside lanes are 11 feet wide, the outside
shoulder is 10 feet wide, and the inside shoulder
is 2 feet wide. This project proposes to widen
the 11-foot lanes to 12-foot lanes and widen the
inside and outside shoulders from LaSalle Street
to the 1-77/Brookshire Freeway interchange, a
distance of approximately 1.6 miles.

ver Signs on 1-85/1-77 Ramp

This study will include the following:
e Designing the roadway
e |dentifying natural resources
e |dentifying human resources
e Preparing an environmental document

SCHEDULE OF THE PROJECT

The Work Program, released in 2009, represents the Department’s realistic plans for projects
we expect to execute in the next five-year period. Project I-3311E was not identified in the
2010-2014 5-Year Work Program.

Work on the 2011-2015 5-Year Work Program is currently underway. Additional information
regarding the draft work plan can be found on the web at:
www.ncdot.org/performance/reform.
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ENVIRONMENTAL AND COMMUNITY FEATURES

Based on preliminary data collection, there are several environmental features within the study
area. The roadway widening will be designed to minimize impacts to homes, businesses, and
natural resources.

Kennedy Branch and Irwin Creek are
within the study area, and two small
areas of wetlands may be present. There
are several properties along Andrill
Terrace that are FEMA buyout properties
now owned by Mecklenburg County.
Community facilities located near the
T —_—

project include Double Oaks Park, Anita

Stroud Park, part of the Oaklawn

Cemetery, and Lincoln Heights
Elementary School. No impacts to the
Oaklawn Cemetery, schools, or parks are
anticipated. Properties on Dean Street
are near the existing southbound I-77
facility, and may potentially be impacted

Lincoln Heights Elementary School

if the existing wall needs to be moved to accommodate the road widening. A pedestrian
overpass connects Lincoln Heights Court on the west side of I-77 with J.T. Williams Middle
School on the east side of |-77; this pedestrian overpass is currently closed.




