
State of Good Repair  
 
In order to determine whether the project will improve the condition of existing transportation 
facilities or systems, including whether life-cycle costs will be minimized, the Department will 
assess: 
 

 Whether the project is part of, or consistent with, relevant state, local or regional 
efforts to maintain transportation facilities or systems in a state of good repair 
 

 Whether an important aim of the project is to rehabilitate, reconstruct or upgrade 
surface transportation projects that threaten future economic growth and stability 
due to their poor condition, 
 

 Whether the project is appropriately capitalized up front and uses asset management 
approaches that optimize its long-term cost structure  
 

 The extent to which a sustainable source of revenue is available for long-term 
operations and maintenance of the project. The application should include any 
quantifiable metrics of the facility or system’s current condition and performance 
and, to the extent possible, projected condition and performance, with an 
explanation of how the project will improve the facility or system’s condition, 
performance and/or long-term cost structure. 

 
 
Economic Competitiveness  
 
In order to determine whether a project promotes the economic competitiveness of the United 
States, the Department will assess whether the project will measurably contribute over the long-
term to growth in employment, production or other high value economic activity. For purposes of 
aligning a project with this outcome, applicants should provide evidence of the long-term 
economic benefits that are provided by the completed project, not the near-term economic 
benefits of construction that are captured in the Jobs Creation & Economic Stimulus criterion. In 
weighing long-term employment benefits, the quality of jobs supported will be considered as well 
as number of jobs and whether these jobs are expected to provide employment in Economically 
Distressed Areas. Priority consideration will be given to projects that: 
 

 Improve long term efficiency, reliability or cost-competitiveness in the movement of 
workers or goods 
 

 Make improvements that allow for expansion, hiring, or other growth of private 
sector production at specific locations, particularly Economically Distressed areas. 

 
  
Livability 
 
Livability investments are projects that not only deliver transportation benefits, but are also 
designed and planned in such a way that they have a positive impact on qualitative measures of 
community life. This element of long-term outcomes delivers benefits that are inherently difficult 
to measure. However, it is implicit to livability that its benefits are shared and therefore 
magnified by the number of potential users in the affected community. Therefore, descriptions of 
how projects enhance livability should include a description of the affected community and the 
scale of the project’s impact. In order to determine whether a project improves the quality of the 
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living and working environment of a community, the Department will qualitatively assess whether 
the project: 
 

 Will significantly enhance user mobility through the creation of more convenient 
transportation options for travelers 
 

 Will improve existing transportation choices by enhancing points of modal 
connectivity or by reducing congestion on existing modal assets 
 

 Will improve accessibility and transport services for economically disadvantaged 
populations, non-drivers, senior citizens, and persons with disabilities, or to make 
goods, commodities, and services more readily available to these groups 
 

 Is the result of a planning process which coordinated transportation and land-use 
planning decisions and encouraged community participation in the process. 

 
 
Sustainability 
 
In order to determine whether a project promotes a more environmentally sustainable 
transportation system, the Department will assess its ability to: 
 

 Improve energy efficiency, reduce dependence on oil and/or reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions; applicants are encouraged to provide quantitative information regarding 
expected reductions in emissions of CO2 or fuel consumption as a result of the 
project, or expected use of clean or alternative sources of energy; projects that 
demonstrate a projected decrease in the movement of people or goods by less 
energy-efficient vehicles or systems will be given priority under this factor 
 

 Maintain, protect or enhance the environment, as evidenced by its avoidance of 
adverse environmental impacts (for example, adverse impacts related to air quality, 
wetlands, and endangered species) and/or by its environmental benefits (for 
example, improved air quality, wetlands creation or improved habitat connectivity 

 
 
Safety 
 
In order to determine whether the project improves safety, the Department will assess the 
project’s ability to reduce the number, rate and consequences of surface transportation-related 
crashes, and injuries and fatalities among drivers and/or non-drivers in the United States or in 
the affected metropolitan area or region, and/or its contribution to the elimination of highway/rail 
grade crossings, the protection of pipelines, or the prevention of unintended release of hazardous 
materials. 
 
 
Job Creation & Economic Stimulus 
 
In order to measure a project’s alignment with this criterion, the Department will assess whether 
the project promotes the short- or long-term creation or preservation of jobs and whether the 
project rapidly promotes new or expanded business opportunities during construction of the 
project or thereafter. Demonstration of a project’s rapid economic impact is critical to a project’s 
alignment with this criterion. Applicants are encouraged to provide information to assist the 
Department in making these assessments, including the total amount of funds that will be 
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expended on construction and construction-related activities by all of the entities participating in 
the project and, to the extent measurable, the number and type of jobs to be created and/or 
preserved by the project during construction and thereafter. Applicants should also identify any 
business enterprises to be created or benefited by the project during its construction and once it 
becomes operational. 
 

 Whether the project will promote the creation of job opportunities for low-income 
workers through the use of best practice hiring programs and utilization of 
apprenticeship (including pre-apprenticeship) programs 
 

 Whether the project will provide maximum practicable opportunities for small 
businesses and disadvantaged business enterprises, including veteran-owned small 
businesses and service disabled veteran-owned small businesses; 
 

 Whether the project will make effective use of community-based organizations in 
connecting disadvantaged workers with economic opportunities 
 

 Whether the project will support entities that have a sound track record on labor 
practices and compliance with federal laws ensuring that American workers are safe 
and treated fairly 
 

 Whether the project implements best practices, consistent with our nation’s civil 
rights and equal opportunity laws, for ensuring that all individuals – regardless of 
race, gender, age, disability, and national origin – benefit from the Recovery Act. 

 
 
Project Schedule 
 
A feasible and sufficiently detailed project schedule demonstrating that the project can begin 
construction quickly upon receipt of a TIGER Discretionary Grant and that the Grant Funds will be 
spent steadily and expeditiously once construction starts; the schedule should show how many 
direct, on-project jobs are expected to be created or sustained during each calendar quarter after 
the project is underway. 
 
 
Environmental Approvals 
 
Receipt (or reasonably anticipated receipt) of all environmental approvals necessary for the 
project to proceed to construction on the timeline specified in the project schedule, including 
satisfaction of all Federal, State and local requirements and completion of the National 
Environmental Policy Act process. 
 
 
Legislative Approvals 
 
Receipt of all necessary legislative approvals (for example, legislative authority to charge user 
fees or set toll rates), and evidence of support from State and local officials, including relevant 
governor(s) and/or mayors. Evidence of support from all relevant State and local officials is not 
required; however, the evidence should demonstrate that the project is broadly supported. 
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State and Local Planning 
 
The inclusion of the project in the relevant State, metropolitan, and local planning documents, or 
a certification from the appropriate agency that the project will be included in the relevant 
planning document prior to award of a TIGER Discretionary Grant. 
 
Financial Feasibility 
 
The viability and completeness of the project’s financing package (assuming the availability of the 
requested TIGER Discretionary Grant funds), including evidence of stable and reliable financial 
commitments and contingency reserves, as appropriate, and evidence of the grant recipient’s 
ability to manage grants. 
 
Innovation 
 
In order to measure a project’s alignment with this criterion, the Department will assess the 
extent to which the project uses innovative technology (including, for example, intelligent 
transportation systems, dynamic pricing, rail wayside or on-board energy recovery, smart cards, 
real-time dispatching, active traffic management, radio frequency identification (RFID), or others) 
to pursue one or more of the long-term outcomes outlined above and/or to significantly enhance 
the operational performance of the transportation system  The Department will also assess the 
extent to which the project incorporates innovations that demonstrate the value of new 
approaches to, among other things, transportation funding and finance, contracting, project 
delivery, congestion management, safety management, asset management, or long-term 
operations and maintenance. The applicant should clearly demonstrate that the innovation is 
designed to pursue one or more of the long-term outcomes outlined above and/or significantly 
enhance the transportation system. 
 
Jurisdictional & Stakeholder Collaboration 
 
In compliance with the Recovery Act, the Department will give priority to projects for which a 
TIGER Discretionary Grant will help to complete an overall financing package. An applicant should 
clearly demonstrate the extent to which the project cannot be readily and efficiently completed 
without Federal assistance, and the extent to which other sources of Federal assistance are or 
are not readily available for the project, including other funds made available pursuant to the 
Recovery Act. 
 
Disciplinary Integration 
 
In order to demonstrate the value of partnerships across government agencies that serve the 
various public service missions forwarded by the Recovery Act and to promote collaboration on 
the objectives outlined in this notice, the Department will give priority to projects that are 
supported, financially or otherwise, by non-transportation public agencies that are pursuing 
similar objectives. For example, the Department will give priority to transportation projects that 
create more livable communities and are supported by relevant public housing agencies, or 
transportation projects that encourage energy efficiency or improve the environment and are 
supported by relevant public agencies with energy or environmental missions. 
 
Program Specific Criteria 
 

 For bridge replacement projectstotal daily truck and non-truck traffic, bridge sufficiency 
ratings, and bridges with load or geometric restrictions. 
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State of Good Repair 

In order to determine whether the project will improve the condition of existing transportation facilities or systems, including whether life-cycle costs will be minimized, the Department will assess:


· Whether the project is part of, or consistent with, relevant state, local or regional efforts to maintain transportation facilities or systems in a state of good repair


· Whether an important aim of the project is to rehabilitate, reconstruct or upgrade surface transportation projects that threaten future economic growth and stability due to their poor condition,


· Whether the project is appropriately capitalized up front and uses asset management approaches that optimize its long-term cost structure 


· The extent to which a sustainable source of revenue is available for long-term operations and maintenance of the project. The application should include any quantifiable metrics of the facility or system’s current condition and performance and, to the extent possible, projected condition and performance, with an explanation of how the project will improve the facility or system’s condition, performance and/or long-term cost structure.


Economic Competitiveness 

In order to determine whether a project promotes the economic competitiveness of the United States, the Department will assess whether the project will measurably contribute over the long-term to growth in employment, production or other high value economic activity. For purposes of aligning a project with this outcome, applicants should provide evidence of the long-term economic benefits that are provided by the completed project, not the near-term economic benefits of construction that are captured in the Jobs Creation & Economic Stimulus criterion. In weighing long-term employment benefits, the quality of jobs supported will be considered as well as number of jobs and whether these jobs are expected to provide employment in Economically Distressed Areas. Priority consideration will be given to projects that:


· Improve long term efficiency, reliability or cost-competitiveness in the movement of workers or goods


· Make improvements that allow for expansion, hiring, or other growth of private sector production at specific locations, particularly Economically Distressed areas.

Livability


Livability investments are projects that not only deliver transportation benefits, but are also designed and planned in such a way that they have a positive impact on qualitative measures of community life. This element of long-term outcomes delivers benefits that are inherently difficult to measure. However, it is implicit to livability that its benefits are shared and therefore magnified by the number of potential users in the affected community. Therefore, descriptions of how projects enhance livability should include a description of the affected community and the scale of the project’s impact. In order to determine whether a project improves the quality of the living and working environment of a community, the Department will qualitatively assess whether the project:

· Will significantly enhance user mobility through the creation of more convenient transportation options for travelers


· Will improve existing transportation choices by enhancing points of modal connectivity or by reducing congestion on existing modal assets


· Will improve accessibility and transport services for economically disadvantaged populations, non-drivers, senior citizens, and persons with disabilities, or to make goods, commodities, and services more readily available to these groups


· Is the result of a planning process which coordinated transportation and land-use planning decisions and encouraged community participation in the process.


Sustainability

In order to determine whether a project promotes a more environmentally sustainable transportation system, the Department will assess its ability to:

· Improve energy efficiency, reduce dependence on oil and/or reduce greenhouse gas emissions; applicants are encouraged to provide quantitative information regarding expected reductions in emissions of CO2 or fuel consumption as a result of the project, or expected use of clean or alternative sources of energy; projects that demonstrate a projected decrease in the movement of people or goods by less energy-efficient vehicles or systems will be given priority under this factor


· Maintain, protect or enhance the environment, as evidenced by its avoidance of adverse environmental impacts (for example, adverse impacts related to air quality, wetlands, and endangered species) and/or by its environmental benefits (for example, improved air quality, wetlands creation or improved habitat connectivity


Safety

In order to determine whether the project improves safety, the Department will assess the project’s ability to reduce the number, rate and consequences of surface transportation-related crashes, and injuries and fatalities among drivers and/or non-drivers in the United States or in the affected metropolitan area or region, and/or its contribution to the elimination of highway/rail grade crossings, the protection of pipelines, or the prevention of unintended release of hazardous materials.


Job Creation & Economic Stimulus


In order to measure a project’s alignment with this criterion, the Department will assess whether the project promotes the short- or long-term creation or preservation of jobs and whether the project rapidly promotes new or expanded business opportunities during construction of the project or thereafter. Demonstration of a project’s rapid economic impact is critical to a project’s alignment with this criterion. Applicants are encouraged to provide information to assist the Department in making these assessments, including the total amount of funds that will be expended on construction and construction-related activities by all of the entities participating in the project and, to the extent measurable, the number and type of jobs to be created and/or preserved by the project during construction and thereafter. Applicants should also identify any business enterprises to be created or benefited by the project during its construction and once it becomes operational.


· Whether the project will promote the creation of job opportunities for low-income workers through the use of best practice hiring programs and utilization of apprenticeship (including pre-apprenticeship) programs


· Whether the project will provide maximum practicable opportunities for small businesses and disadvantaged business enterprises, including veteran-owned small businesses and service disabled veteran-owned small businesses;


· Whether the project will make effective use of community-based organizations in connecting disadvantaged workers with economic opportunities


· Whether the project will support entities that have a sound track record on labor practices and compliance with federal laws ensuring that American workers are safe and treated fairly


· Whether the project implements best practices, consistent with our nation’s civil rights and equal opportunity laws, for ensuring that all individuals – regardless of race, gender, age, disability, and national origin – benefit from the Recovery Act.


Project Schedule


A feasible and sufficiently detailed project schedule demonstrating that the project can begin construction quickly upon receipt of a TIGER Discretionary Grant and that the Grant Funds will be spent steadily and expeditiously once construction starts; the schedule should show how many direct, on-project jobs are expected to be created or sustained during each calendar quarter after the project is underway.

Environmental Approvals

Receipt (or reasonably anticipated receipt) of all environmental approvals necessary for the project to proceed to construction on the timeline specified in the project schedule, including satisfaction of all Federal, State and local requirements and completion of the National Environmental Policy Act process.

Legislative Approvals

Receipt of all necessary legislative approvals (for example, legislative authority to charge user fees or set toll rates), and evidence of support from State and local officials, including relevant governor(s) and/or mayors. Evidence of support from all relevant State and local officials is not required; however, the evidence should demonstrate that the project is broadly supported.

State and Local Planning

The inclusion of the project in the relevant State, metropolitan, and local planning documents, or a certification from the appropriate agency that the project will be included in the relevant planning document prior to award of a TIGER Discretionary Grant.

Financial Feasibility

The viability and completeness of the project’s financing package (assuming the availability of the requested TIGER Discretionary Grant funds), including evidence of stable and reliable financial commitments and contingency reserves, as appropriate, and evidence of the grant recipient’s ability to manage grants.


Innovation

In order to measure a project’s alignment with this criterion, the Department will assess the extent to which the project uses innovative technology (including, for example, intelligent transportation systems, dynamic pricing, rail wayside or on-board energy recovery, smart cards, real-time dispatching, active traffic management, radio frequency identification (RFID), or others) to pursue one or more of the long-term outcomes outlined above and/or to significantly enhance the operational performance of the transportation system  The Department will also assess the extent to which the project incorporates innovations that demonstrate the value of new approaches to, among other things, transportation funding and finance, contracting, project delivery, congestion management, safety management, asset management, or long-term operations and maintenance. The applicant should clearly demonstrate that the innovation is designed to pursue one or more of the long-term outcomes outlined above and/or significantly enhance the transportation system.


Jurisdictional & Stakeholder Collaboration

In compliance with the Recovery Act, the Department will give priority to projects for which a TIGER Discretionary Grant will help to complete an overall financing package. An applicant should clearly demonstrate the extent to which the project cannot be readily and efficiently completed without Federal assistance, and the extent to which other sources of Federal assistance are or are not readily available for the project, including other funds made available pursuant to the Recovery Act.


Disciplinary Integration


In order to demonstrate the value of partnerships across government agencies that serve the various public service missions forwarded by the Recovery Act and to promote collaboration on the objectives outlined in this notice, the Department will give priority to projects that are supported, financially or otherwise, by non-transportation public agencies that are pursuing similar objectives. For example, the Department will give priority to transportation projects that create more livable communities and are supported by relevant public housing agencies, or transportation projects that encourage energy efficiency or improve the environment and are supported by relevant public agencies with energy or environmental missions.


Program Specific Criteria


· For bridge replacement projectstotal daily truck and non-truck traffic, bridge sufficiency ratings, and bridges with load or geometric restrictions.




