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• Established by the General Assembly in 
2002 to create alternative financing 
opportunities to pay for much-needed, new 
highway construction

• Authorized to plan, develop, construct, 
operate, and maintain up to 9 toll facilities

North Carolina Turnpike Authority



Candidate Toll Projects



Purpose of the 
Monroe Connector / Bypass

• Improve Mobility
• Provide High-Speed Regional Travel
• Maintain Existing Property Access
• Consistency with NC Strategic Highway Corridor 

vision and NC Intrastate System requirements
– Freeway type facility with four lanes and grade 

separations at major crossroads



ENVIRONMENTAL PROCESS
NEPA (National Environmental Policy Act) is a 
federal law that requires consideration of a range 
of reasonable alternatives for any project using 
federal funds or requiring a federal permit.

Through NEPA, Federal Highway Administration 
and NCTA work closely with other federal, state, 
and local regulatory and permitting agencies to 
identify and evaluate alternatives and potential 
human and natural environment impacts.



Alternatives Development

Preliminary Study Corridors Developed Using:
Previous NCDOT Project Information

Environ. Agency Input

Known Constraints

Public Involvement



Preliminary Study Corridors



Corridor Segments 18 & 2
• Both developed as part of original NCDOT study
• Evaluated in NCDOT Monroe Connector DEIS –

November 2003
• Starting point for NCTA study in 2007



Public Input
• Project newsletter (June 2007)
• Citizens Informational Workshops 

(June 25 & 26, 2007)
– 398 Attendees
– 480 Comment Forms Received
– 90% in Favor or Not Opposed to Tolling

• Public Comments on Corridor Segments 18 and 
22
– 1700+ comments
– Developed Corridor Segments 18A and 22A 



Preliminary Study Corridors



Alternatives Screening

Preliminary Study Corridors were evaluated for:
• Potential Impacts to Human and Natural Environment 

using vary preliminary designs which will be refined 
as project progresses.



Draft Alternatives Report
November 2007

• Documents initial alternatives screening process
• Presents NCTA’s recommendations for 

alternatives to be eliminated and alternatives to 
be studied in more detail

• 16 remain for additional study 
• Available for public comment

– www.ncturnpike.org/projects/monroe
– Comments due December 21, 2007



NCTA’s Recommended 
Detailed Study Alternatives



Corridor Segment 18A



Corridor Segments 18A and 2

390 FT1,870 FTFloodplains
1.4 AC0.3 ACWetlands

4400 LF3200 LFStreams
Businesses
Residences

Length
Cost

Impact*

765
1636

3.33 miles3.29 miles
$49.3M$44.5M

2**18A

* Based on conceptual designs based on GIS data and 
subject to change
** Includes Segment 1



Conceptual Stallings Road 
Interchange



Next Steps
• Detailed Technical Analyses (Jan 2008 – June 2008)

– Wetland/Stream Delineations
– Functional Design
– Air and Noise Studies
– Traffic Analysis
– Community Impact Analysis
– Indirect and Cumulative Effects

• Other studies as required
• Complete Draft Environmental Impact Statement –

Summer 2008 



Public Input
• Comments/questions accepted at any time
• Public comment on DEIS (Summer/Fall 2008)
• Corridor Public Hearing / Workshops 

(Summer/Fall 2008)



Current Schedule

• July 2008 - Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement

• May 2009 - Final Environmental Impact 
Statement

• July 2009 - Record of Decision

• December 2009 - Award Construction Contract

• December 2013 - Project Open To Traffic



Connector & Bypass Cost Estimate 

$ Millions

-397.5Funds From Bonds

185.7Available TIP Funds

Project is currently fully funded.

185.8Gap Before TIP Funds

$583.3Total Cost



Questions?


