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Errata and Revisions to the Draft EIS 
 

 
 

E.1 SECTION 2 – ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 
E.1.1 SECTION 2.4.4.3 

In the section “Traffic Studies for PSA G”, the “Technical Memorandum for TIP Projects R-2559 
& R-3329 US 74 Upgrade Scenario” prepared by Wilbur Smith Associates should be dated June 
2008 instead of July 25, 2008.  

E.1.2 SECTION 2.6.1 

The source document for the 2030 No-Build Alternative traffic forecast should be “Traffic 
Forecasts for the No-Build Alternatives for the NCDOT State TIP Project No. R-3329 and NCDOT 
State TIP Project No. R-2559, Monroe Connector/Bypass Study (Martin/Alexiou/Bryson, June 
2008).” The document is incorrectly referenced in the Draft EIS as June 2007. 

The source document for the 2035 No-Build Alternative traffic forecast should be “Traffic 
Forecast for the Monroe Connector/Bypass (Wilbur Smith Associates, September 2008).”   

E.1.3 TABLE 2-7 

The source for Table 2-7 is listed as “Traffic Forecast for TIP Projects R-3329 and R-2259, Monroe 
Connector/Bypass (WSA, July 25, 2008 and addenda September 2008 for Scenario 3A).”  The 
source should be “Traffic Forecast for the Monroe Connector/Bypass (Wilbur Smith Associates, 
September 2008).”  

E.2 APPENDIX A – FEDERAL REGISTER NOTICES AND 
AGENCY CORRESPONDENCE 

NCTA distributed a second scoping letter on January 22, 2007 to solicit comments and invite 
local officials to a scoping meeting. This letter should be included in Appendix A-3 immediately 
following the January 5, 2007 agency scoping letter.  

In addition, comment letters from the following agencies in response to the scoping letters and 
should be included in Appendix A-3:  

• NC Department of Administration State Clearinghouse (January 9, 2007)  

• NC Department of Environment and Natural Resources (NCDENR) Natural Heritage 
Program (February 7, 2007) 

• Town of Stallings (February 13, 2007) 

This sheet contains minor corrections and clarifications as of May 6, 2009 to the March 31, 2009 Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS).  
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• Town of Indian Trail (February 13, 2007) 

• Town of Mint Hill (February 15, 2007) 

• Mecklenburg-Union Metropolitan Planning Organization (February 16, 2007)  

These letters are attached to this sheet.  
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January 22, 2007 
 

Mr. Robert Cook, AICP 
Transportation Program Manager 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Planning Department 
600 East Fourth Street (8th Floor) 
Charlotte, NC 28202 
 
RE: Start of Study and Local Officials Scoping Meeting Notification 
 Monroe Connector/Bypass – From I-485 to US 74 
 Mecklenburg and Union Counties 
 TIP Project Numbers: R-3329 & R-2559 
 
 
Dear Mr. Cook, 
 
The North Carolina Turnpike Authority (NCTA) has initiated the project development, 
environmental, and engineering studies for the proposed Monroe Connector/Bypass project in 
Mecklenburg and Union Counties (Figure 1). As it is currently defined, the project would include 
improvements in the US 74 corridor between I-485 in Mecklenburg County and US 74 in the 
vicinity of the Town of Marshville in Union County.  The project is included in the 2006-2012 
North Carolina Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) in addition to the Draft 2007-2013 
TIP as Projects R-3329 and R-2559.  
 
This study is a combination of two projects previously analyzed by NCDOT, the Monroe Bypass 
(NCDOT Transportation Improvement Program [TIP] Project R-2559) and the Monroe 
Connector (NCDOT TIP Project R-3329).  The Monroe Bypass study addressed improvements in 
the US 74 corridor from just west of the City of Monroe to just west of the Town of Marshville.  
An Environmental Assessment for this project was approved in March 1996, and a Finding of No 
Significant Impact was issued in June 1997. The Monroe Connector study addressed 
improvements in the US 74 corridor from I-485 to US 601 in the City of Monroe, where it ended 
at the proposed Monroe Bypass.  A Draft EIS for this project was approved in November 2003; 
however, a public hearing was never held. In February 2005, the NCTA adopted the Monroe 
Connector as a toll candidate facility, and in January 2006, the Notice of Intent for the Monroe 
Connector EIS was rescinded (Federal Register Vol. 71, No. 19, page 4958).  Subsequently, 
NCTA adopted the Monroe Bypass project as a toll candidate facility in October 2006. The 
Monroe Connector and Monroe Bypass projects have been combined into a single project and 
will be evaluated in a single Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). 
 
The proposed project is approximately 21 miles in length and is located southeast of Charlotte in 
the vicinity of the towns of Lake Park, Stallings, and Mint Hill and the cities of Monroe, Indian 
Trail, and Matthews. NCTA anticipates preparing an EIS for the Monroe Connector/Bypass 



 
 

project in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). We would appreciate 
any information you might have that would be helpful in establishing the project study area and 
purpose and need, identifying preliminary corridors, evaluating the potential environmental 
impacts of those corridors, and establishing a viable range of alternatives for consideration.  
 
A local officials scoping meeting will be held on February 1, 2007 in Room CH-14 of the 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Government Center (Address: 600 East Fourth Street, Charlotte, NC 
28202). Lunch will be provided at 12:30 p.m., and the meeting will begin at 1:00 p.m. The 
purpose of the meeting will be to identify significant issues related to the proposed action that 
should be considered during the study process. We strongly encourage you or a representative to 
participate in this meeting or to provide written comments. Written comments are appreciated by 
February 12, 2007. Your response should be mailed to the following: 
 
  Ms. Jennifer Harris, PE 
  North Carolina Turnpike Authority 
  1578 Mail Service Center 
  Raleigh, NC 27699-1578 
 
If you have any questions concerning the proposed project, please call Ms. Harris at 
(919) 571-3004.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Steven D. DeWitt, P.E. 
Chief Engineer 
 
 
cc: Mr. David Joyner, NCTA 
      Ms. Jennifer Harris, P.E., NCTA 
      Mr. George Hoops, P.E., FHWA 
      Ms. Missy Dickens, NCDOT 
      Ms. Anne Lenart-Redmond, E.I., HNTB 
      Mr. Carl Gibilaro, P.E., PBS&J
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TO:  Jennifer Harris, PE 
  North Carolina Turnpike Authority 

  FROM: Robert W. Cook, AICP 
    MUMPO Secretary 
  DATE: February 16, 2007 

SUBJECT: Monroe Connector/Bypass 
Comments on the Proposed Study Area Boundary and the 
Proposed Purpose and Need Statement 

 
Listed below are comments on both the proposed Purpose and Need Statement and the 
proposed Study Area Boundary associated with the Monroe Connector/Bypass project: 
 
Purpose and Need Statement 

• The Purpose and Need Statement, as currently prepared, appears to adequately 
summarize the importance of this project.   

• It will be important to retain the “high-speed” terminology in the Statement for the 
following reasons: 

o Monroe is the only “ring city” surrounding Charlotte that is not served by a 
radial, high-speed, regional facility.   

o The Charlotte metropolitan area is home to 279 trucking companies and over 
31,000 transportation employees, including truckers.  Speed and efficiency 
are crucial to this industry, and therefore to the economic strength of the 
region. 

o Existing US 74 is marked by numerous at-grade intersections (signalized and 
unsignalized) and few, if any, access management techniques have been 
broadly applied to this roadway.  This causes significant delays along a 
corridor that is the main connection between the Charlotte region and the 
Port of Wilmington. 

 
Study Area Boundary 

• The northern Study Area Boundary (SAB) as proposed by North Carolina Turnpike 
Authority (NCTA) staff is appropriate.  Avoiding the Goose Creek basin is critical. 

• The southern SAB should be reconsidered for the following reasons: 
o The boundary includes Lake Lee, a water source for the City of Monroe. 
o The boundary extends below Old Charlotte Highway (SR 1009) and into the 

urban core of Monroe.  The existing development south of existing US 74 
effectively precludes consideration of alternatives south of that facility and 
would not permit the building of a high-speed regional facility.  This would 
be in conflict with the Purpose and Need for this project. 

Therefore a SAB closer to what was developed for the former R-2559 and R-3329 
projects should be adequate. 

• The eastern and western boundaries are appropriate. 
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Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on both the Purpose and Need Statement 
and the Study Area Boundary.  If you have any questions about these comments, please feel 
free to contact me at 704-336-8643, or by email at rwcook@ci.charlotte.nc.us. 
 
 
 
 
cc: Jim Humphrey, MUMPO TCC Chairman 
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