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Mr. Matthew Day, AICP

Triangle Area Rural Planning Organization
4307 Emperor Boulevard, Suite 110
Durham, North Carolina 27703

Subject: Triangle Area Rural Planning Organization (TARPQ}, Moore County

Dear Mr. Day:

On April 10, 2012, the Transportation Planning Branch (TPB) received a formal request from
the Triangle Area Rural Planning Organization {TARPO), Moore County, and the towns of
Aberdeen, Pinebiuff, Southern Pines, and the Village of Pinehurst to reclassify the Strategic
Highway Corridor (SHC) designation for US 1 in Moore County from one uniform designation of
‘freeway” to a designation reflecting existing conditions. Additionally, in May of 2012, the
Lumber River Planning Organization, Richmond County, and the municipalities of Hamlet and
Rackingham submitted resoiutions opposing any changes to the current US 1 freeway
classification.

Under the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) procedures, a review was
conducted by the Transportation Planning Branch, the Department’s Division 8 Office, and the
Department's Strategic Management Commitiee to examine the feasibility of Moore County’s
request. The Strategic Management Committee recommends that NCDOT conduct a full
operational analysis of the US 1 corridor through Moore County to determine the impacts of a
US 1 reclassification through Moore County on the local, regionai, and statewide ieve!. '

Corridor reciassification would require amendment of the current State Transportation Plan and
re-designation of the US 1 corridor's facility criteria within the North Carolina Muitimodal
Investment Network (NCMIN). The statewide plan and NCMIN form the foundation of our
state’s current transportation policies. Amendment of the statewide plan, NCMIN or state
tfransportation policy is not within the scope of a jocal Comprehensive Transportation Plan
(CTP). Thus, the Strategic Management Committee alsc recommends that the Transportation
Planning Branch defer development of the Moore County CTP untif the travel demand model for
the county and the siatewide 204C Plan model have been completed and a full operational
analysis of the county’s transportation deficiencies can be quaniified.

The Transportation Planning Branch will continue to work coltaboratively with TARPO, Moore

County and its stakehoiders in the development of the travel demand model. The expected
schedule for the operational analysis includes doing the Origin and Destination Study and travel
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demand model development during the fall of 2012 and operational analysis of the five Moore
County focus area facilities in the spring of 2013. A Traffic Impact Analysis (TIA) and simulation
are under consideration for specific sections of the US 1 Strategic Highway Corridor.

Thank you for your assisténce and coordination efforts to faciiitate Moore County’s request. If
you have any additionai questions, please do not hesitate fo contact the Moore County CTP
Project Engineer, Frances Bisby, via email at fdbisby@ncdot.gov.

David Burns, Board of Transportation Member
/Susan Coward, Deputy Secretary

“ Paul Morris, FASLA, Deputy Secretary

Mark Foster, Chief Financial Officer

Terry Gibson, PE, Chief Engineer

Bobby Lewis, PE, Chief of Staff

Alpesh Patel, Interim Director, Governance Office
Richard Hancock, PE, Division Engineer

Mike Bruff, PE, Transportation Planning Branch Manager
Tyler Bray, PE, Statewide Plan Engineer

Frances Bisby, El, Transportation Engineer



