Title VI and Environmental Justice

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964

"No person in the United States shall, on the ground of race, color or
national origin, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of,
or be subjected to discrimination under any program or activity receiving
federal financial assistance.”

Environmental Justice EJ’s

e To avoid, minimize, or mitigate disproportionately high and adverse
human health and environmental effects, including social and economic
effects, on minority populations and low-income populations.

e To ensure the full and fair participation by all potentially affected
communities in the transportation decision-making process.

e To prevent denial of, reduction in, or significant delay in the receipt of
benefits by minority and low-income populations.




Limited English Proficiency or LEPs

Executive Order 13166, “Improving Access to Services for Persons with
Limited English Proficiency,” reprinted at 65 Federal Register (FR) 50121
on August 16, 2000, directs each federal agency to examine the services it
provides and to develop and implement a system by which Limited English
Proficiency (LEP) persons can meaningfully access those services. Federal
agencies were instructed to publish guidance for their respective
recipients to assist them with their obligations to LEP persons under Title
VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

The executive order states that recipients of federal funds (including state
departments of transportation) must take reasonable steps to ensure
meaningful access to their programs and activities by LEP persons.

The US DOT issued related guidance in December 2005, and the FHWA is
expected to issue Guidance in 2011.



Title VI and the CTP Process

e Equal Opportunity and Nondiscrimination in the Planning Process

— NCDOT is a recipient and Moore County is a subrecipient of federal
financial assistance via NCDOT; both are subject to compliance with
Title VI and related statutes.

e Benefits and Burden

— Understanding the distribution of services and deficiencies of the area
transportation network making sure to analyze by socioeconomic groups.

— ldentify transportation planning needs within underserved areas, including
minorities and low-income groups.

— Environmental Justice (EJ) and Limited English Proficiency (LEP)

e Public Participation

— An effective and proactive public involvement process should provide
complete information, timely public notice, full access to key decisions and
opportunities for early and continuous involvement.



CTP Process Considerations

 How will the policy decision potentially impact minority and/or low-
income populations?

* Have all measures been exhausted to ensure that all populations received
the opportunity of meaningful participation in the decision-making
process?

e What is the frequency of contact with persons who do not speak English
well (LEP)?

 What proportion of clients ,eligible to be served ,do not speak English
well?

e Have all Title VI efforts been well-documented?

Ultimately...

* Failure to identify and seek to eliminate disproportionately high and
adverse actions against minorities (may) constitute discrimination on the
basis of race or color under Title VI and a violation of EJ for low-income
populations.

* Failure to provide LEP persons services or meaningful access (may)
constitute national origin discrimination under Title VI.



Census 2010 Shows Moore County - 88,247
Population Growth of over 18 Percent



Census 2000 Demographics

African-American Population



Census 2000 Demographics

Hispanic/Latino Population






REMEMBER This Slide.

Typical Stages of NCDOT Project Development
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For CTP Process
The Important Points Are....

Access to Information

Access to Public Forum

Participation in long-range planning process
Meaningful Opportunity

Disproportionate Distribution of Burdens
Disproportionate Distribution of Benefits



Something to Think About in the Moore
County Focus Areas and Projects

Why it Matters...

Think about transportation costs in terms of percentage
of income:

15,000 mi per year $9,519.00 per year
Poverty level $20,000 per year
Extreme low-income $10,000 per year

That’s 47 percent of their annual income or worse.
What do you do if there is no transit service?






Income Less Than 10,000 per Year



Update on Strings and Ribbons
* On Schedule

 Questions about game playing points.

e Questions about dollar value assignment for
construction cost.

Emphasis on CONCEPT

— It is a process to determine priorities not construction
cost .

— Its purpose is about finding a balance between
transportation needs and local resources as well as
priorities.

— The goal of the process is about preserving mobility,
protecting the publics safety, and promoting the local
growth that Moore County has committed to inducing.



Handling Mis-information




Questions and Comments

Frances Bisby Matt Day

Triangle Planning Group Triangle Area RPO Senior
NCDOT Transportation Planning Planner

Branch 919.558.9397
919.733.4705 mday@tjcog.org
fdbisby@ncdot.gov

http://www.ncdot.gov/projects/moorechoices/



