US 19/23 (FUTURE I-26) IMPROVEMENTS
Asheville, Buncombe County, NC / b

NCDOT Project Newsletter #1

NEWSLETTER ISSUE NO. 1 — SEPTEMBER 2013 — NCDOT STIP ProjecT No. A-0010A

In this issue...
Pg. 1...Project Description

Pg. 1...Invitation to CIW #1

Pg. 2...Interagency Merger Process
Pg. 2...So, What's Next ?

Pg. 2...Project Time Line

Pg. 3...Project Vicinity Map

Pg. 4...Project Contacts

Why Is This
Project Needed ?

The project is needed to address:

e Traffic congestion;

e Improvement or replacement of
bridges; and

e Replacement of deteriorated
pavement.

Need Special Services or
Assistance for Citizens
Informational Workshop #1 ?
NCDOT will provide auxiliary aids
and services under the Americans
with Disabilities Act for persons
who wish to participate in this
workshop and require special
services. Please contact Mr. Zahid
Baloch, NCDOT Project Manager, at
(919) 707-6012 or at
zbaloch@ncdot.gov as early as
possible so arrangements can be
made.

Project Hotline: 1-800-233-6315

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) is proposing to
improve approximately 12 miles of existing US 19/23 from just north of
Broadway Street (Exit 25) in Asheville to just south of Stockton Road (Exit 13)
near Mars Hill in Buncombe County, North Carolina. The project, which is listed
in the 2013-2023 Draft State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) as
project A-0010A, may including adding lanes to portions of US19/23, replacing
bridges, and repaving sections of the highway. The Project Vicinity Map, which
is included on page 3 of this newsletter, presents the project limits along with
the roads, cities, towns, and other sites of local interest in the project vicinity.

YOU’RE INVITED TO
CITIZENS INFORMATIONAL WORKSHOP #1

NCDOT will be hosting Citizens Informational Workshop #1 for the US 19/23
(Future 1-26) Improvements Project at the Woodfin Elementary School on
September 24, 2013. The purpose of the workshop is to introduce the project to
the public, and to request input about existing traffic conditions on US 19/23
for consideration during the project development (planning) process.

The workshop will run as an informal open house. The public is invited to drop
in at their convenience, stay as long as they wish, see project maps, ask
questions of NCDOT representatives, and give comments on the project.
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September 24, 2013
4:00 to 7:00 PM
Woodfin Elementary School
108 Elk Mountain Road
Asheville, NC 28803

If you are unable to attend, infor-

mation presented at the workshops Mark Pierce, Project Manager
including comment forms, will be URS Corporation

posted on the project website. Please [FAclURESigEe & L1di @by Ve )
submit your comments to the contact Morrisville, NC 27560

on the right. Email: mark.pierce@urs.com

Project Website : http:


http://ncdot.gov/projects/us19-23improvements/�

CLEAN WATER ACT, THE NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT,
AND THE SECTION 404 / NEPA INTERAGENCY MERGER PROCESS

The US 19/23 (Future 1-26) Improvements Project will be developed in accordance with the Section 404 /
NEPA Interagency Merger Process, which merges project compliance with Section 404 of the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act (known as the Clean Water Act) and the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969. This
process was established to streamline the project development and permitting processes, and to allow
for collaborative decision-making to avoid, minimize, or mitigate for impacts to the human and natural
environment while meeting the safety and mobility of the traveling public and the purpose and need for the
project. Local, state, and federal agency representatives (known as the Interagency Merger Process Team,
or the Interagency Team) meet to discuss project issues and to make decisions at major milestones throughout
the project development (planning) process.

The Interagency Team will meet in late 2013 to develop the formal purpose of and need for the project, and
the design options for detailed study. Subsequent meetings of the Interagency Team will be held to discuss
bridging decisions, selection of the design option(s), and minimization of project impacts.

S0, WHAT’S NEXT ?

The next step in the planning process is to introduce the project to the public. NCDOT will be hosting Citizens
Informational Workshop #1 at Woodfin Elementary School on September 24, 2013. After comments from
the workshop have been compiled, the Interagency Team will be convened to develop the formal purpose of
and need for the project, and the design options for detailed study, which include the number of lanes,
median width, shoulder width, bridges, and interchange concepts. Once the design options for detailed study
have been selected, environmental studies will be conducted to identify and quantify the direct and indirect
effects that each option will have on the human and natural resources. The outcome of these studies will be
summarized in the Environmental Assessment (report), presented to the Interagency Team for discussion,
and presented to the public during a public hearing. After the public hearing, the Interagency Team will be
reconvened to receive comments from the public hearing, to discuss the potential environmental impacts of
each design option, and to select the least-environmentally-damaging-practicable alternative (preferred
alternative). After the preferred alternative is selected, detailed design plans will be prepared for review
by the Interagency Team to confirm that project impacts have been avoided or minimized as practicable.
The planning process is then concluded and estimated project impacts are presented in a second
environmental document. The Project Time Line below provides an overview of the activities planned for
the remainder of 2013.

Project Time Line—Fall 2013

September October November December

Citizens Begin Develop Draft Interagency Meeting to
Informational Environmental Purpose and Need Establish Purpose and
Workshop #1 Studies Need and Design

Identify Options for Detailed
Design Options Study
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Workshop #1

Woodfin Elementary School

108 EIk Mountain Road
Asheville, NC 28803
September 24, 2013

4:00 to 7:00 PM
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You're invited to attend Citizens Informational Workshop #1.

September 24, 2013 This workshop is an open-house format. Please

4:00 to 7:00 PM drop in at your convenience, see project maps, ask

Woodfin Elementary School questions of NCDOT representatives, and give
108 Elk Mountain Road comments on the project.

Asheville, NC 28803
For more information, please visit the project website or contact Mark Pierce (URS) using the toll-free
hotline. Written correspondence can also be mailed or e-mailed to URS Corporation or NCDOT.

Project Hotline - Linea Gratutita del Proyecto: Project Website - Pdgina Web del Proyecto:
1-800-233-6315 (English/ Espaiiol) http://ncdot.gov/projects/us19-23improvements/

URS Corporation (NCDOT’s Consultant) N.C. Department of Transportation (NCDOT)

Mark Pierce Zahid Baloch, Project Planning Engineer
1600 Perimeter Park Drive, Suite 400 1548 Mail Service Center

Morrisville, NC 27560 Raleigh, NC 27699-1548

(919) 461-1515 (919) 707-6012

mark.pierce@urs.com zbaloch@ncdot.gov
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