
US 64 Improvements StudyUS 64 Improvements Study
 

T.I.P. I.D. No: RT.I.P. I.D. No: R--2544 & R2544 & R--25452545
 COUNTIES:  Tyrrell and DareCOUNTIES:  Tyrrell and Dare

 
Public Officials MeetingPublic Officials Meeting

 

Columbia Public LibraryColumbia Public Library

 
April 27, 2009April 27, 2009



IntroductionsIntroductions



AgendaAgenda



Purpose of TodayPurpose of Today’’s Meetings Meeting

Project History and OverviewProject History and Overview
Project Purpose and Need Project Purpose and Need 
Completed and Ongoing Completed and Ongoing 

Investigations / StudiesInvestigations / Studies

Alternatives Considered for Detailed Study in the Draft Alternatives Considered for Detailed Study in the Draft 
Environmental Impact StatementEnvironmental Impact Statement

Project ScheduleProject Schedule

Next StepsNext Steps



Project HistoryProject History
Since 2005

September 2005 – Hurricane Evacuation Study 
Completed

February 2007 – Project reinitiated - Scoping Meeting

March 2007 – Project Newsletter, Public Information 
Workshop and Citizens Information Workshop

June 14, 2007 – NEPA/404 Merger Team Meeting on 
Concurrence Point #1 - Purpose and Need- Study Area 
Boundaries

August 21/October 16, 2008 August 21/October 16, 2008 -- NEPA/404 Merger Team NEPA/404 Merger Team 
Meeting on Concurrence Point #2 Meeting on Concurrence Point #2 –– Determine Determine 
alternatives to be studied in detailalternatives to be studied in detail



Activities Since March 2007 Activities Since March 2007 
BriefingBriefing

Concurrence On Purpose and NeedConcurrence On Purpose and Need
Concurrence On Alternatives to be studied in Concurrence On Alternatives to be studied in 
Detail in the NEPA DocumentDetail in the NEPA Document
Development of Preliminary DesignsDevelopment of Preliminary Designs
Determination of: Determination of: 

AECAEC’’s, s, 
Coastal Wetlands, andCoastal Wetlands, and
Navigable Waters Navigable Waters 

Wildlife StudiesWildlife Studies
Refinement of ScheduleRefinement of Schedule



Project Area OverviewProject Area Overview



Project OverviewProject Overview
Location:Location:

NCDOT Division 1, Tyrrell and Dare NCDOT Division 1, Tyrrell and Dare 
CountiesCounties

Length:Length:
Approximately 27.3 milesApproximately 27.3 miles



Purpose and NeedPurpose and Need

Project Purposes:Project Purposes:

1.1.

 

Consistency with North CarolinaConsistency with North Carolina’’s Strategic Highway s Strategic Highway 
Corridor Plan (which seeks longCorridor Plan (which seeks long--term interconnectivity of term interconnectivity of 
consistent transportation corridors in North Carolina) and consistent transportation corridors in North Carolina) and 
the Intrastate Highway System.the Intrastate Highway System.

2.2.

 

Reduce US 64 hurricane evacuation time to better meet Reduce US 64 hurricane evacuation time to better meet 
state clearance goals in the project study area.state clearance goals in the project study area.

3.3.

 

Maintain/improve a bridge across the Alligator River that Maintain/improve a bridge across the Alligator River that 
meets the needs of highway users.meets the needs of highway users.



Project OverviewProject Overview

Current ScheduleCurrent Schedule
••

 
The Lindsey C. Warren The Lindsey C. Warren 
Bridge RBridge R--2545B is 2545B is 
scheduled to be let for scheduled to be let for 
construction in FY 2012. construction in FY 2012. 

••
 
Draft 2009Draft 2009--2015 TIP 2015 TIP 
programs Rprograms R--2544 and R2544 and R--

 2545 for Right2545 for Right--ofof--Way Way 
acquisition in Fiscal (FY) acquisition in Fiscal (FY) 
2012.  Construction is post 2012.  Construction is post 
year.year.



Project OverviewProject Overview

Project  Issues Project  Issues --
Natural EnvironmentNatural Environment

WetlandsWetlands
Canals Canals 
Endangered SpeciesEndangered Species
Protected and Protected and 
Managed LandsManaged Lands



Project OverviewProject Overview
Project  Issues Project  Issues –– Built Built 
EnvironmentEnvironment

East Lake CommunityEast Lake Community
Importance of the corridor Importance of the corridor 
for local and regional for local and regional 
commercecommerce
Importance of the Lindsey C. Importance of the Lindsey C. 
Warren BridgeWarren Bridge
Regional Importance of Regional Importance of 
marina and commercial marina and commercial 
fishing docksfishing docks



Corridor Design CriteriaCorridor Design Criteria

••
 
All alternatives were developed in accordance with All alternatives were developed in accordance with 
NCDOT and American Association of State Highway NCDOT and American Association of State Highway 
and Transportation Official (AASHTO) standards. and Transportation Official (AASHTO) standards. 

••
 
FourFour--lane divided highway with barrierlane divided highway with barrier

••

 

Design speed of  60 miles per hour Design speed of  60 miles per hour 

••

 

Maintain partial control of access (which is defined as one Maintain partial control of access (which is defined as one 
access point per parcel)  access point per parcel)  

••

 

All roadway corridors parallel existing US 64, except for the All roadway corridors parallel existing US 64, except for the 
new location Bridge Approach alternative corridors.  new location Bridge Approach alternative corridors.  
••

 

All intersections with US 64 will remain atAll intersections with US 64 will remain at--gradegrade



Cross Sections Recommended Cross Sections Recommended 
for Detailed Studyfor Detailed Study

••
 
Four lane divided highway with barrierFour lane divided highway with barrier

••
 

Cross Sections and Bridge Type:Cross Sections and Bridge Type:

••

 

4646--foot depressed median (Tyrrell County) foot depressed median (Tyrrell County) 

••

 

2323--foot raised median (Tyrrell and Dare Counties) foot raised median (Tyrrell and Dare Counties) 

••

 

Single 78Single 78--foot wide highfoot wide high--rise bridgerise bridge
••

 

1010--foot outside shoulders for bicyclesfoot outside shoulders for bicycles
••

 

Concrete median barrier with 4Concrete median barrier with 4--foot inside shoulders foot inside shoulders 
(same as Virginia Dare Bridge)(same as Virginia Dare Bridge)



Highway Study CrossHighway Study Cross--SectionsSections

Widened Existing Location -

 

Typical Sections (north or south side widening)



CrossCross--Section for Section for 
Bridge ReplacementBridge Replacement

Single High-Rise Bridge over the Alligator River (TIP No. R-2545B)
10-foot shoulders are proposed to provide accommodation for cyclists and pedestrians 

(6-foot shoulders and 4-foot bike/pedestrian lanes).



Alternative Corridors Alternative Corridors 
Recommended Recommended 

for Detailed Studyfor Detailed Study





Section 1 Section 1 ––
 

Tyrrell County Tyrrell County 
CorridorsCorridors

ResourcesResources
Great Dismal Swamp Wetland Mitigation Bank Phase I/Futch Great Dismal Swamp Wetland Mitigation Bank Phase I/Futch 
Gamelands/Palmetto Peartree Preserve/Alligator Creek Second Gamelands/Palmetto Peartree Preserve/Alligator Creek Second 
Creek Swamp Forest Creek Swamp Forest 

Key impactsKey impacts
Futch Gamelands; three to seven displacements; RCW Futch Gamelands; three to seven displacements; RCW 
colonies; Wetlands; Canalscolonies; Wetlands; Canals



Section 1 Section 1 ––
 

Tyrrell County Tyrrell County 
CorridorsCorridors

Section 1 Section 1 –– Tyrrell CountyTyrrell County
Corridor 1A. Widening to the SouthCorridor 1A. Widening to the South

Cross Sections: Cross Sections: 
2323--foot Raised Medianfoot Raised Median
4646--foot Depressed Median foot Depressed Median 

Corridor 1B. Widening to the NorthCorridor 1B. Widening to the North
Cross Sections: Cross Sections: 

2323--foot Raised Medianfoot Raised Median
4646--foot Depressed Median foot Depressed Median 

North and South detailed study for the entire distance, with North and South detailed study for the entire distance, with 
establishment of interim sections/breakpoints as appropriate to establishment of interim sections/breakpoints as appropriate to 
support future discussions of a support future discussions of a ““best fitbest fit”” alignment at CP2A.alignment at CP2A.



Section 2 Section 2 ––
 

Tyrrell County Tyrrell County 
Bridge Approach CorridorsBridge Approach Corridors

Resources Resources 
PalmettoPalmetto--PeartreePeartree Preserve; Alligator Preserve; Alligator 
Creek/Second Creek Swamp Forest; RCW Colonies;  Creek/Second Creek Swamp Forest; RCW Colonies;  
Convenience Store/Marina   Convenience Store/Marina   

Key impactsKey impacts
Convenience Store/Marina; Riparian Buffers; RCW Convenience Store/Marina; Riparian Buffers; RCW 

Colonies; Wetlands; CanalsColonies; Wetlands; Canals



Section 2 Section 2 ––
 

Tyrrell County Tyrrell County 
Bridge Approach CorridorsBridge Approach Corridors

Corridor 2B. The corridor will be aligned southward to avoid: Corridor 2B. The corridor will be aligned southward to avoid: 
Existing commercial docks;Existing commercial docks;
Proposed WAMI project;  Proposed WAMI project;  
Effects of future channel dredging; andEffects of future channel dredging; and
Affecting current bridge operations and to provide adequate setbAffecting current bridge operations and to provide adequate setback of the ack of the 
new bridge to allow construction operations.new bridge to allow construction operations.
Cross Sections: Cross Sections: 

2323--foot Raised Medianfoot Raised Median
4646--foot Depressed Median foot Depressed Median 

Corridor 2D. The corridor will follow an alignment just north ofCorridor 2D. The corridor will follow an alignment just north of the the 
existing Marina/Convenience store complex:existing Marina/Convenience store complex:

Cross Sections: Cross Sections: 
2323--foot Raised Medianfoot Raised Median
4646--foot Depressed Median foot Depressed Median 

Study corridors 2A, 2C, and 2E were removed from further consideStudy corridors 2A, 2C, and 2E were removed from further consideration.ration.



Section 3 Section 3 ––Bridge CorridorsBridge Corridors

Single 78Single 78--foot wide bridge foot wide bridge 
2424--foot travel lanes with 10foot travel lanes with 10--foot outside foot outside 
shouldersshoulders
1010--foot median, including Jersey barrier foot median, including Jersey barrier 
Bridge Type: High Span (65 feet above Bridge Type: High Span (65 feet above 
mean water level)mean water level)



Section 4 Section 4 ––
 

Dare County  Dare County  
Bridge Approach CorridorsBridge Approach Corridors

Resources Resources 
Alligator River National Wildlife Refuge; East Lake Alligator River National Wildlife Refuge; East Lake 
Community; Riparian BuffersCommunity; Riparian Buffers

Key ImpactsKey Impacts
Riparian Buffers; 15 to 25 displacements; Riparian Buffers; 15 to 25 displacements; 
Wetlands; CanalsWetlands; Canals



Section 4 Section 4 ––
 

Dare County  Dare County  
Bridge Approach CorridorsBridge Approach Corridors

Dare County Bridge Approach Corridors Dare County Bridge Approach Corridors 

A 23A 23--foot median typical section will be studied for all Section 4 cofoot median typical section will be studied for all Section 4 corridors. rridors. 

Corridor 4B. Corridor 4B, from the Alligator River east, will beCorridor 4B. Corridor 4B, from the Alligator River east, will be realigned, realigned, 
attempting to parallel and join existing US 64 as soon as possibattempting to parallel and join existing US 64 as soon as possible, as allowed le, as allowed 
by design geometry standards.  by design geometry standards.  

Corridor 4C. Widening to the North.  Corridor 4C. Widening to the North.  

Corridor 4F. Corridor 4F is a new corridor that would connect CoCorridor 4F. Corridor 4F is a new corridor that would connect Corridor 2D to rridor 2D to 
corridor 5A. East of the river landing the corridor will share acorridor 5A. East of the river landing the corridor will share a similar similar 
alignment with corridor 4C, then cross existing US 64 to share salignment with corridor 4C, then cross existing US 64 to share similar imilar 
alignment with Corridor 4B until it joins with Corridor 5A.alignment with Corridor 4B until it joins with Corridor 5A.

Corridor 4D.  Corridor 4D will be evaluated for shifting southwaCorridor 4D.  Corridor 4D will be evaluated for shifting southward to reduce rd to reduce 
ARNWR impacts. Final alignment will be balanced against potentiaARNWR impacts. Final alignment will be balanced against potential relocations l relocations 
(including sewer drain fields).(including sewer drain fields).



Section 5 Section 5 ––
 

Dare County  Dare County  
CorridorsCorridors

Resources Resources 
Alligator River National Wildlife Refuge; East Lake Alligator River National Wildlife Refuge; East Lake 
Community; Historic Resources; RCW Colonies; Community; Historic Resources; RCW Colonies; 
HesselsHessels Hairstreak; Black Swamp Snake; WhiteHairstreak; Black Swamp Snake; White’’s s 
Store Mitigation SiteStore Mitigation Site
Dare County Landfill (closed) Dare County Landfill (closed) 

Key ImpactsKey Impacts
RCW Colonies; RCW Colonies; CreefCreef Cut Wildlife Trail Entrance; Cut Wildlife Trail Entrance; 
East Lake Fire Tower; East Lake Methodist Church; East Lake Fire Tower; East Lake Methodist Church; 
East Lake Community Center; Wetlands; CanalsEast Lake Community Center; Wetlands; Canals



Section 5 Section 5 ––
 

Dare County  Dare County  
CorridorsCorridors

A 23A 23--foot median typical section will be studied foot median typical section will be studied 
for all Section 5 corridors.  for all Section 5 corridors.  
Corridor 5A. Widening to the SouthCorridor 5A. Widening to the South
Corridor 5B. Widening to the NorthCorridor 5B. Widening to the North



NoNo--Build AlternativeBuild Alternative

Alternative Recommended for Alternative Recommended for 
Detailed StudyDetailed Study



Project ScheduleProject Schedule

1. Identify the purpose and need for the project –

 

Completed June 2008

2. Develop detailed study alternatives –

 

Completed October 2009

3. Evaluate impacts of the alternatives

4. Prepare

 

a Draft

 

EIS

5. Conduct a Public Hearing

6. Prepare a Final EIS, followed

 

by a Record of Decision.



Next StepsNext Steps

•Summarize Public Officials Meeting and Citizens 
Informational Workshops

•Continued Analysis of Alternative Alignments 

•Continued Coordination with Resource and 
Regulatory Agencies 

•Development of Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement



QUESTIONS/COMMENTSQUESTIONS/COMMENTS
 DISCUSSIONDISCUSSION


