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Newsletter

for Winston-Salem Northern Beltway

February 2007

TIP Nos. R-2247, U-2579, and U-2579A

Final Environmental
Document Completed

The Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) and the North Carolina
Department of Transportation
(NCDOT) have recently published a
Supplemental Final Environmental
Impact Statement/Final Environmental
Impact Statement (SFEIS)/(FEIS) for
the Winston-Salem Northern Beltway
project.

Where to view the
SFEIS/FEIS

The SFEIS/FEIS for the Northern
Beltway project is posted at the fol-
lowing website:

www.ncdot.org/projects/wsnb

A CD-ROM version is also available.
For a copy of the CD please contact
Larry Meisner by telephone at (919)
677-2079 or by email at
larry.meisner@kimley-horn.com. You
also may review the SFEIS/FEIS at
the public review locations listed in
the following section.

Public Review Locations

Copies of the SFEIS/FEIS are available
for public review at the following
locations:

NCDOT Division 9
375 Silas Creek Parkway,
Winston-Salem

Winston-Salem Dept. of
Transportation

City Hall South
101 East First St., Room 307
Winston Salem

Central Library
660 West Fifth St.
Winston-Salem

Kernersville Branch
130 E. Mountain St.
Kernersville

Carver School Road Branch
4915 Lansing Drive
Winston-Salem

Lewisville Branch
Lewisville Plaza Shopping Center
Lewisville

Reynolda Manor Branch
2839 Fairlawn Drive
Winston-Salem

Rural Hall Branch
7125 Broad St.
Rural Hall

Walkertown Branch
2969 Main St
Walkertown

How to Submit
Comments

Comments on the SFEIS/FEIS should
be received by the NCDOT on or
before April 2, 2007. Comments may
be sent to

Ms. Missy Dickens, PE
Project Development and
Environmental Analysis Branch
North Carolina Department of
Transportation

1548 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-1548

Next Steps

The final step in the Winston-Salem
Beltway environmental studies will be
the preparation and release of a
Record of Decision (ROD). The ROD
will identify the alternatives consid-
ered and the alternative selected for
implementation, present the basis for
the decision, and address written
comments by the public and environ-
mental resource and regulatory agen-
cies received after the release of the
SFEIS/FEIS.

Following preparation of the ROD, a
design public hearing will be sched-
uled at which detailed preliminary
plans of the Preferred Alternative for
the Beltway will be presented for pub-
lic comment.
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N ewslet‘cer

for Winston-Salem Northern Beltway

May 2005

TIP Nos. R-2247, U-2579, and U-2579A

Preferred
Al’cerna’cive Selec’ced
for Eastern Section

Extension

NCDOT has identified alternative
N2-S1 with an interchange at
Kernersville Road as the Preferred
Alternative for the Eastern Section
Extension of the Winston-Salem
Northern Beltway (Project
U-2579A). This alternative is
shown on the attached map

as well as on the project web site:
www.ncdot.org/projects/wsnb.

In making this selection, NCDOT
reviewed all public and agency
comments and preferences.
Meetings were held on January 25
and February 10, 2005 with state
and federal regulatory and

environmental resource agencies
to review the evaluation of
alternatives. NCDOT, the Federal
Highway Administration, the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, the N.C.
Division of Water Quality, the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, the N.C.
Wildlife Resource Commission,
and the State Historic Preservation
Office reached consensus on the
Least Environmentally Damaging
Practicable Alternative (LEDPA) on
March 14, 2005. NCDOT formally
identified the Preferred Alternative
for the Eastern Section Extension
on March 17, 2005. The
Preferred Alternatives for the
Eastern Section (Project U-2579)
and Western Section (Project R-
2247) remain unchanged.

What's Inside

1  Preferred Alternative Selection

1 Detailed Maps Available
Why is the N2-S1 Alternative
Preferred?

2 How the Preferred Alternative
Was Identified

2 Project Description

3-4 Maps

5 Construction Priorities and
Funding

For More Information

Design Changes Being Studied
What's Next?

Contact Information

S Qv G Ou

Detailed Maps
Available

Hearing maps showing the
preliminary designs of the
Preferred Alternative of the
Eastern Section Extension, the
other alternatives studied in detail
for the Eastern Section Extension,
the Preferred Alternative for the
Western Section, and the
Preferred Alternative for the
Eastern Section are also available
at the following locations:

= web site:
www.ncdot.org/projects/wsnb

m NCDOT Division 9 Office, 375
Silas Creek Parkway, Winston-
Salem

= Winston-Salem Department of
Transportation, City Hall South,
101 East First St, Room 307

= Town of Kernersville, 134 East
Mountain Street (Eastern
Section Extension maps only)

www.ncdot.org/projects/wsnb
1-866-223-0862
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Project Description

The Winston-Salem Northern
Beltway is proposed to loop
around the west, north, and
east sides of Winston-Salem
from US 158 west of the city
to US 311 east of the city,
crossing US 52 north of
downtown. This new highway
would improve safety,
accommodate future growth
in Forsyth County, ease
congestion on local roads,
and provide a routing for
Interstate 74 through
Winston-Salem. The road
would be a freeway, meaning
it would have no traffic
signals or driveways, and
access would be provided at
interchanges with select
roads only.

Why Is the
N2-S1 Alternative
Preferred?

m This alternative has the fewest
residential relocations and
divides the least number of
neighborhoods.

= This alternative keeps the Union
Cross interchange at US 311
open, which is critical to the
success of economic
development, including Union
Cross Business Park and Alliance

Business Park, the future home of HOW Was the

a Dell Computer distribution
facility.

This alternative has the second
lowest impact to streams north
of 1-40 and has been modified in
the vicinity of US 311 to
substantially reduce stream
impacts. Stream impacts include
either moving a stream or
directing it into a pipe.

This alternative preserves the
continuity of Sedge Garden
Road.

This alternative was preferred
by both the City of Winston-
Salem and the Town of
Kernersville.

The Town of Kernersville
strongly desires an interchange
at Kernersville Road, and more
citizens expressed support for it
than opposed it.

A single-point urban
interchange at Kernersville
Road is feasible for this
alternative. This type of
interchange, which is different
from what was shown on the
2004 public hearing maps,
brings all of the ramps to a
single point on a bridge over
the Beltway. It would require
the least amount of land and
also would improve traffic
operations.

Preferred Alternative
Identified?

Environmental Document

The approved environmental
document combined the
Supplemental Final Environmental
Impact Statement (SFEIS) for the
Western Section and
Supplemental Draft Environmental
Impact Statement (SDEIS) for the
Eastern Section, including the
Eastern Section Extension. The
document was distributed in
October 2004 to the general
public, to federal and state
regulatory and environmental
resource agencies, as well as to
local governments for comment.
Comments were received through
January 19, 2005.

Hearings and Results

Two pre-hearing open houses, an
open house public hearing, and
two formal public hearings were
held in November and December
2004. NCDOT and consultant
staffs answered questions and
responded to concerns.

Approximately 800 people
attended the public meetings.
Forty-seven citizens spoke at the
two formal hearings, and NCDOT
received approximately 181
written comments from citizens.
NCDOT also received 13 from
federal, state, and local agencies,
as well as 25 resolutions from

O
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municipalities and organizations,
and two petitions from citizens.

The comments offered a variety of
viewpoints. Ninety-one citizens and
agencies voiced support of the
Northern Beltway, believing it
would relieve traffic congestion,
encourage economic development,
and support future growth.
Seventeen comments opposed the
project, voicing concerns that it
would encourage urban sprawl,
promote unwanted development,
and cost too much. Others,
including individuals and
representatives of non-
governmental agencies, expressed
support or opposition to specific
projects and alternative
preferences. All of the comments
received will be addressed in the
subsequent environmental
document (see What's Next).

Design Changes
Being Studied

In response to comments received
at the public hearing, NCDOT is
investigating some design revisions
related to preserving roadway
connectivity on the Eastern Section
and Eastern Section Extension. For
instance, NCDOT is considering
whether Hastings Hill Road,
Pisgah Church Road, and High
Point Road can be kept open
across the Beltway. NCDOT is
also investigating the possibility of
keeping the Northampton Drive

intersection at Old Walkertown
Road open. NCDOT's
determination as the whether or
not these roads can be kept open
will be in the Final Environmental
Impact Statement.

Construction
Priorities an(l
Funcling

Based on the Draft 2006-2012
state Transportation Improvement
Program (TIP), right-of-way
acquisition is scheduled to begin in
Fiscal Year 2007 for the Eastern
Section, 2008 for the Eastern
Section Extension, and after 2012
for the Western Section.
Construction is scheduled to begin
in Fiscal Year 2009 for the Eastern
Section, 2011 for the Eastern
Section Extension, and 2012 for
the Western Section. This does
represent a change in priorities,
based in part on public comments.
More information can be found at
http://www.ncdot.org/
planning/development/TIP/.
Questions on the change in
priorities should be directed to Mr.
Pat Ilvey, NCDOT Division 9
Engineer, at 336-703-6500.

FOI' MOI’G

Information

Information on the Winston-Salem
Northern Beltway projects can be
found at NCDOT's project website
(www.ncdot.org/projects/wsnb). On

this site, you will find past
newsletters, maps, project
information, schedules, and a copy
of the SFEIS/SDEIS. If you have
questions or need information, you
may also call the toll-free hotline at
1-866-223-0862 and leave a
message; a member of the Project
Team will return your call within
one business day.

Wha’c's Next?

Work is proceeding on the
Supplemental Final Environmental
Impact Statement (SFEIS) for the
Western Section (R-2247) and the
Final Environmental Impact
Statement (FEIS) for the Eastern
Section (TIP Projects U-2579 and
U-2579A). The SFEIS/FEIS will
document the identification of the
Preferred Alternative for the
Eastern Section Extension and also
will address comments on the
October 2004 SFEIS/SDEIS and
other comments received during
the public hearing comment
period. It also will provide updated
information where necessary; for
instance, an updated noise wall
analysis will be included for all
sections of the Beltway. The
SFEIS/FEIS is anticipated to be
completed in the summer of 2005.
In late 2005 the Federal Highway
Administration will issue the
Record of Decision (ROD), which
is the final environmental approval
for the Beltway. Following the
ROD, additional public meetings
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Questions, comments, and requests for additional information should be directed to the project hotline 866-223-0862 or to:

Western Section Eastern Section and All Sections of the Beltway

) Eastern Section Extension i i
Ms. Jill Gurak, PE. Ms. Missy Dickens, PE.
PBS&J Mr. Larry Meisner, PE., AICP North Carolina DOT
1616 East Millbrook Road Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc. 1548 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27609 PO. Box 33068 Raleigh, NC 27699-1548
Phone: (919) 876-6888 Raleigh, NC 27636 Phone: (919) 733-7844 ext 218
Email: jsgurak@pbsj.com Phone: (919) 677-2079 Email: mdickens@dot.state.nc.us

Email: larry.meisner@kimley-horn.com
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c/o Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc.
P.O. Box 33068
Raleigh, NC 27636
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Qctol)er 2004

TIP Nos. R-2247, U-2579,

and U-2579A

E nvironmen’cal

Document Completecl

The Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) and the North Carolina
Department of Transportation (NCDOT)
recently approved the Supplemental
Final Environmental Impact Statement

(SFEIS) and Supplemental Draft
Environmental Impact Statement
(SDEIS) for the Winston-Salem

Northern Beltway project.

The SFEIS/SDEIS for the Northern
Beltway project is available for review
by the public. To view the document,
you can:

m Download a copy from NCDOT'’s web-
site (www.ncdot.org/projects/wsnb)

m Request a personal copy on CD by
contacting Larry Meisner by telephone
at (919) 677-2079 or by email at
larry.meisner@kimley-horn.com

m Visit one of the various public review
locations listed on the back of this
newsletter

Public Workshops and
Hearings Sche uled

Two workshops and three public hear-
ings are scheduled during November for
the Northern Beltway projects as follows:

= Monday, November 8, 4:00 PM to
8:00 PM — Pre-Hearing Workshop at
Anderson Conference Center at
Winston-Salem State University.

= Tuesday, November 9, 4:00 PM to
8:00 PM — Pre-Hearing Workshop at
Home & Garden Building of the Dixie
Classic Fairgrounds.

Tuesday, November 16, 4:00 PM to
8:00 PM - Open House Public
Hearing for the Western Section
(Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP) Project R-2247) at the Anderson
Conference Center at Winston-Salem
State University.

Wednesday, November 17, 7:00 PM
— Formal Design Public Hearing for
Eastern Section (TIP Project U-2579)
at the Anderson Conference Center at

m | earn more about the project
m Review project maps

m Ask informal questions

= Provide comments to officials

The open house public hearing will be
in a workshop format, with the project
team available for individual discus-
sion and to answer questions. Citizens
also will have the opportunity to sub-
mit written statements or to leave ver-
bal messages with a recorder.

The formal public hearings will include
introductions and descriptions of the
project by NCDOT followed by opportu-
nities for citizens to make statements.

To Submit Comments
Comments on this project can be:
= Mailed to NCDOT

m Submitted in writing at any of the
hearings or workshops

m Presented verbally at the public

What's Inside Winston-Salem State University. Staff ~ hearings
1 Envi | D i i i
Cg\r/l;rp?lgtrggnta ocument will be available to answer questions 541 and written comments carry equal
Schedule_d = Thursday, December 2, 7:00 PM — official hearing record. Written com-
1o SubmitiCamments Formal Corridor Public Hearing for ~Ments should be received by January
2. To Speak at a Hearing i ; 5 2005
2, Design vs. Corridor Hearings Eas.tern Section Extension (TIP ’ :
2 What's Next? Project U-2579A) at the Benton  piaae mail written comments to:
2. Project Website Convention Center. Staff will be
2 Project Description available to answer questions Mr. Carl Goode, PE., Manager
S el EEEY LET between 4:00 PM and 6:00 PM.  Office of Human Environment
4. Directions to Meeting Sites North Carolina DOT
5 Summary Impact Table ~ :
6 To View Maps and the Thet Pre ertar:'”gB \:\t’orksr‘:fihare f_orfa” 1583 Mail Service Center
Environmental Document sections ot the Bettway. AL these Infor-— paleigh, NC 27699-1583
mal drop-in sessions, citizens can:
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To Spealz at a Hearing

Citizens wishing to speak at either of
the formal public hearings can register
at the pre-hearing workshops, at the
hearing, or by calling Mr. Goode at
(919) 715-1515. Verbal comments
will be limited to four minutes per per-
son; however, additional comments
may be offered after all registered par-
ticipants have spoken.

NCDOT will provide auxiliary aids and
services for disabled persons who wish
to participate in the hearings in com-
pliance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act. To receive special
services, please contact Mr. Goode at
the address or phone number provided
above, or by fax at (919) 715-1501 to
provide adequate notice prior to the
date of the hearings so arrangements
can be made.

Design vs. Corridor

Hearings

Preferred Alternatives were previously
selected for the Eastern Section (from
US 421/1-40 Business to US 52) and
the Western Section (from US 52 to US
158). The Preferred Alternative for both
sections is a freeway to be constructed
on a new location. The public will have
the opportunity to comment on the
design features of the Preferred
Alternatives for the Eastern and
Western Sections at the design hear-
ings.

A Preferred Alternative has not been
selected for the Eastern Section
Extension (from US 311 to US 421/
I-40 Business east of Winston-
Salem). The locations of each of the
detailed study alternatives will be
available for review by the public at
the corridor hearing. The public com-
ments on the detailed study alterna-

tives will be used in selecting the
Preferred Alternative, which will be
presented in the next environmental
document to be released. NCDOT
plans to announce the selection of the
Preferred Alternative in early 2005.

Wha’c’s Next?

Comments received from the public
will be seriously considered by NCDOT,
FHWA, and state and federal regulato-
ry and environmental resource agen-
cies in the selection of the Least
Environmentally Damaging Practical
Alternative (LEDPA) for the Eastern
Section Extension. Following identifica-
tion of the LEDPA, NCDOT will select
the Preferred Alternative. The subse-
quent environmental document will
contain responses to public comments,
as well as a discussion of the process
used to select the Preferred Alternative
for the Eastern Section Extension. The
next environmental document is antici-
pated to be approved in July 2005,
with a Record of Decision (which doc-
uments the Federal Highway
Administration’s decision to build a
particular alternative) anticipated in
Fall 2005.

Project Website

Access to information on the Winston-
Salem Northern Beltway projects can
be found at NCDOT's new project web-
site (www.ncdot.org/projects/wsnb).
At this site, you will find past newslet-
ters, maps, project information, and
schedules, as well as ways to contact
the project team, get involved, and
have your comments heard.

Project Description

The Winston-Salem Northern
Beltway is proposed to loop around
the west, north, and east sides of
Winston-Salem from US 158 west
of the city to US 311 east of the
city, crossing US 52 north of down-
town. This new highway will
improve safety, accommodate
future growth in Forsyth County,
ease congestion on local roads, and
provide a routing for Interstate 74
through Winston-Salem. The road
will be a freeway, meaning it will
have no traffic signals or driveways,
and access will be provided at
interchanges with select roads only.

The Winston-Salem Northern
Beltway originally began as three
separate projects. Since these
projects began at different times,
each section of the beltway has
reached a different stage in the
development process. The
Western  Section’'s  planning
process started first and a
Preferred Alternative was selected
in 1993. The Eastern Section’s
process started several years later,
and a Preferred Alternative was
selected in 1996. There are six
detailed study alternatives under
consideration for the Eastern
Section Extension, each of which
has an optional interchange at
Kernersville Road. A Preferred
Alternative for the Eastern Section
Extension will be selected follow-
ing the public hearing and the
receipt of public and agency com-
ments. The selection of the
Preferred Alternative for the
Eastern Section Extension will be
discussed in the next environmen-
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Directions to Hearings and Pre-Hearing Worlzshops

Anderson Conference Center at Winston-Salem State University
601 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, Winston-Salem

m From US 52, use Exit 108C to Stadium Drive and turn left. Turn right onto Martin Luther King Jr. Drive. The Anderson
Conference Center is on the right.

m From [-40, exit onto US 52 north and follow directions from US 52 shown above.

= From [-40 Business/US 421, exit onto US 52 south and follow directions from US 52 shown above.

Dixie Classic Fairgrounds Home & Garden Building
421 West 27th St, Winston-Salem

m From 1-40 Business, take the Cherry Street exit and follow the signs to the Fairgrounds/Coliseum area.

m From US 52, take the Akron Drive exit and follow the signs for the Fairgrounds/Coliseum area.

Benton Convention Center
301 West Fifth St, Winston-Salem

m Take US-52 North to downtown Winston-Salem. Take Exit 110A/ Third, Fourth, Fifth Streets. Go to the Fifth Street
stoplight and turn left onto Fifth Street. Stay on Fifth Street until you reach Cherry Street. The Convention Center will
be on the right-hand corner of Fifth and Cherry Streets, across from the Adam’s Mark Hotel.

m From |-40, exit onto US 52 north and follow directions from US 52 shown above.

m |f you park in any of the public parking garages, pick up a parking validation pass at the sign-in table so that you will
not need to pay.





Environmental Issue

Length (miles)

Estimated Costs (millions $)

Residences Requiring Relocation®
Businesses Requiring Relocation !

Schools Impacted

Parks and Recreational Facilities Impacted
Churches and Cemeteries Impacted
Number of Historic Resources Affected

Number of Impacted Noise Receptors
(with mitigation in place)

Number of Potentially Impacted
Hazardous Materials Sites

Number of Stream Crossings
Number of Bridges Over Streams

Number of Crossings with Major Culverts
(> 72 inches in diameter)

Floodplains/Floodways (number of crossings)

Number of Crossings Requiring
Floodway Modification

Acres of Wetlands Impacted

Protected Species Impacted

%
Summary [mpact Table
Project R-2247 and Project U-2579 Preferred Alternatives

PLUS

Project U-2579A Detailed Study Alternatives
With (Without) Kernersville Road Interchange

N1-S1

34.2

816.4 (805.0)

771 (749)

41 (27)

755 (768)

19 (16)

114

20

32

21

13

7.5

No Effect

N1-S2

34.4

816.5 (804.1)

807 (785)

38 (25)

721 (730)

19 (16)

114

20

34

21

13

7.1

No Effect

N2-S1

34.2

814.2 (809.0)

728 (725)

42 (33)

821 (809)

17 (15)

116

20

32

21

13

7.6

No Effect

N2-S2

34.4

821.1(818.9)

795 (792)

40 (31)

742 (730)

17 (15)

116

20

34

21

13

7.3

No Effect

N3-S1

34.1

796.4 (785.8)

734 (724)

37 (26)

792 (786)

22 (17)

118

20

31

21

13

7.8

No Effect

* This is an abbreviated table. A detailed table of impacts is found in the environmental document.

N3-S2

34.3

814.4 (806.7)

801 (791)

35 (24)

713 (707)

22 (17)

118

20

33

21

13

7.4

No Effect

1 Information of the right-of-way acquisition process and the Relocation Assistance Program will be available at the workshops and hearings.
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Questions, comments, and requests for additional information should be directed to:

All Sections of the Beltway

Western Section and Combined Eastern Section and Eastern Section

Environmental Document Extension

Ms. Missy Dickens, P.E.

North Carolina DOT

1548 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-1548
Phone: (919) 733-7844 ext 218
Email: mdickens@dot.state.nc.us

Ms. Jill Gurak, PE.
PBS&J

1616 East Millbrook Road
Raleigh, NC 27609
Phone: (919) 876-6888
Email: jsgurak@pbsj.com

Mr. Larry Meisner, PE., AICP
Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc.

PO. Box 33068

Raleigh, NC 27636

Phone: (919) 677-2079

Email: larry.meisner@kimley-horn.com

N ewsletter
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c/o Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc.
PO. Box 33068
Raleigh, NC 27636

To View Maps and the

Environmental Document

A copy of the maps showing the current
designs for the Western and Eastern
Section Preferred Alternatives and the
alternative locations for the Eastern
Section Extension, and a copy of the
SFEIS/SDEIS are available for public
review at the following locations:

NCDOT Division 9 Office
375 Silas Creek Parkway, Winston-
Salem

Winston-Salem Dept. of Transportation
City Hall South
100 East First Street, Room 307

A copy of the SFEIS/SDEIS is available
for public review at the following Forsyth
County Library Branches:

Central Library, 660 West Fifth Street,
Winston-Salem

Kernersville Branch, 130 E. Mountain
Street, Kernersville

Carver School Road Branch, 4915
Lansing Drive, Winston-Salem

Lewisville Branch, Lewisville Plaza
Shopping Center, Lewisville

Reynolda Manor Branch, 2839 Fairlawn
Drive, Winston-Salem

Rural Hall Branch, 7125 Broad Street,
Rural Hall

Walkertown Branch, 2969 Main St,
Walkertown

http://www.ncdot.org/projects/wsnb

©







What are the next steps?

During the next several months, the
NCDOT will determine the impacts of
each detailed study alternative on the
human and natural environments. An
SDEIS will document these impacts. A
corridor public hearing will be held to
obtain public comment after the SDEIS
is published. After the hearing, public
comments will be incorporated, as
appropriate, and the final document
prepared. The final environmental
impact statement (FEIS) will identify
the LEDPA or preferred alternative for
the Eastern Section Extension and will
include the Eastern Section of the
Winston-Salem Northern Beltway --
that is, from US 52 to US 311. A
record of decision on the project will
be issued by FHWA.

The following table shows the proposed timeline.
This schedule is tentative and is subject to change.

Impacts Analysis Fall 2001-Winter 2002
Supplemental Draft EIS Spring 2002

Public Hearing Summer 2002

Final EIS Spring 2003

Final Decision by FHWA and

project team Summer 2003

N ewsletter
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TIP No. U-2579A

If you have any questions about the Eastern Section Extension,
please contact the project managers at the following locations:

North Carolina Department of
Transportation

Missy Dickens, PE.

Project Development and
Environmental Analysis Branch
North Carolina Department of
Transportation

1548 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-1548
919-733-7844 ext. 218
mdickens@dot.state.nc.us

Kimley—Horn and Associates,
Ine.

Larry Meisner, PE., AICP

Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc.

Post Office Box 33068

Raleigh, NC 27636
919-677-2079
larry.meisner@kimley-horn.com

Newsletter

for Winston-Salem Northern
Beltway Eastern Section Extension

c/o Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc.

PO. Box 33068
Raleigh, NC 27636
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The North Carolina Department of
Transportation (NCDOT) is proposing
to extend the Eastern Section of the
Winston-Salem Northern Beltway
between US 421/I-40 Business and
US 311. This newsletter is the first in
a series that will update you periodi-
cally about the engineering and envi-
ronmental study for the planned
Eastern Section Extension.

thy is this stucty needed?

The National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) of 1969 requires that any proj-
ect receiving federal funds take into
account the potential impacts of the
project on the human and natural envi-
ronments. The Project Development
and Environmental Analysis (PDEA)
Branch of the NCDOT is working in
conjunction with the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) to make sure
that federal transportation projects are
developed in compliance with NEPA.
The proposed Winston-Salem
Northern Beltway Eastern Section
Extension is a federally-funded project.

NCDOT has contracted with Kimley-
Horn and Associates, Inc. to help
develop a supplemental draft environ-
mental impact statement (SDEIS) for
this project. Overseeing the develop-

ment of the environmental impact
statement for the Eastern Section
Extension is NCDOT Project Manager
Missy Dickens (see inset on the back
page). Kimley-Horn's project manager
is Larry Meisner (see inset on the back
page).

A Citizens Informational Workshop
will be held on November 1, 2001 at
the gymnasium of Sedge Garden
Elementary School. Drop by anytime
between 4:00 PM and 8:00 PM.

What is the Eastern

Section Extension?

The Eastern Section Extension would
begin at the south end of the proposed
Eastern Section of the Northern
Beltway, at US 421 (I-40 Business),
and would extend to the south to US
311. The study area for this project is
shown on Figure 1.
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thy construct the
Eastern Section
Extension?

In 1996, the preferred corridor for the
Eastern Section of the Winston-Salem
Northern Beltway was selected. The
proposed Eastern Section extends from
US 52 north of Winston-Salem to US
421/1-40 Business on the east side of
the city. However, ending the Eastern
Section at US 421 left a "gap" in the
Beltway between US 421 and US
311. Subsequently, this highway was
identified as the future location of I-
74. It is important to fill the "gap"
because the Eastern Section and the
Eastern Section Extension will not only
provide a missing section of 1-74 but
also reduce traffic congestion and
enhance highway safety along area
roads, including US 52.

thy is a supptemental
environmental impact
statement t)eing prepared?

In 1995, a draft environmental impact
statement (DEIS) was released for the
Eastern Section. Since the Eastern
Section Extension is not an independ-
ent project, but an addition to a proj-
ect for which a DEIS was already pre-
pared, a supplemental DEIS s
required. Once the SDEIS is complete,
the Eastern Section plus the Eastern
Section Extension will be one project,
covered under one final environmental
document and by one design public
hearing.

What alternatives are
Leing consi(tere(t?

The NCDOT is considering six alterna-
tive locations for the Eastern Section
Extension as shown in Figure 2 on
page 3. These six alternatives reflect
combinations of three options for the
roadway north of I-40 Bypass and two
options for the roadway south of [-40
Bypass. Each alternative shown on
the map represents a study corridor
1,200 feet wide. The actual right-of-
way needed for the freeway is about
300 feet.

When will the Eastern

Section Extension t)e
built?

The right-of-way acquisition and con-
struction for this project are not includ-
ed in NCDOT's 2002-2008
Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP). This means that funding will be
set aside in the future, and right-of-
way acquisition and construction will
begin after 2008.

How are we invotving
other governmentat
agencies?

Federal, state, and local agencies play
an active role in the development of
transportation projects. In 1997,
procedures were implemented which
offer Federal and state environmental
regulatory and resource agencies the
opportunity to provide input into trans-
portation decision-making throughout
the project development process. The
agencies involved in this project
include the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, u.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, U.S. Fish and

Wildlife Service, N.C. Department of
Environmental and Natural Resources
(Division of Water Quality and Wildlife
Resources Commission), N.C. State
Historic Preservation Office, and the
Winston-Salem Metropolitan Planning
Organization.

The NCDOT, the FHWA, and these
agencies review, evaluate, and agree
upon major project decisions. The
agreements, or points of concurrence,
answer certain questions:
Concurrence Point 1: Purpose and
need. What  transportation
problem are we trying to solve?
Concurrence Point 2: Detailed
study alternatives. Which possible
solutions deserve thorough investi-
gation?
Concurrence Point 3: The selection
of the ‘"least environmentally
damaging and practicable
alternative" (LEDPA), or preferred
alternative.  What is the best
solution to the problem, giving fair
consideration to all issues
involved?
Concurrence Point 4: Avoidance
and minimization of impacts. How
can we lessen the impacts of
the LEDPA, or the preferred alter-
native, on the environment?

The first two points have been agreed
upon by the agencies, which means
that the alternatives shown in Figure 2
reflect collaborative efforts of the agen-
cies listed above.
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How do we invotve you?

Because you will be affected by the
end product, your participation is criti-
cal in the development of a successful
transportation project. You can learn
more about the Eastern Section
Extension by attending a Citizens

Informational Workshop scheduled for
November 1, 2001 at the gymnasium
of Sedge Garden Elementary School.
Drop by anytime between 4:00 PM
and 8:00 PM. NCDOT representatives
will be available to show you displays,
answer your questions, listen to your
comments about the project, and add
your name to the project mailing list.

Figure 2

Subsequent newsletters will be sent to
everyone on the mailing list. These
newsletters will let you know about the
project development process and
announce workshops where you can
come and voice your opinions. To add
your name to the project mailing list
now, contact the project managers
today (see the inset on the back page).
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inston-Salem Northern Beltway
estern Section Reevaluation
Transportation Improvement Program J November 2001
Project No. R-2247
w hat's Happening? L‘i’rizens Informationail
Workshop Scheduled
In the early 1990’s, the North Carolina A Citizens Informational Workshop is
Department of Transportation (NCDOT) scheduled for Tuesday, November 27, 2001
evaluated several options for improving to present the two Improve Existing
north/south access in western Forsyth County. Roadways Alternatives to the public. Your
Among these options were eight corridors for ingUtéS an iimportant fact}cl)r gl (;’%’}
‘ a multi-lane freeway on new location from NCDOT’s decision on whether
919.2 ON ‘Ubisjey US 158 north to USy52. It was one of these or not to retain these (-%Z IE\-'
peoy jsaio4 buuds y1z¢ new location corridors that was selected as the alternatives for further study. ﬁ \\E\
MSdd Preferred Alternative. This corridor is known
as the Western Section of the Winston-Salem The workshop will be an informal open
Northern Beltway. house held at Calvary Baptist Church. Come
at any time between 4:00 pm and 8:00 pm.
The Final Environmental Impact Statement Project maps will be displayed showing the
(FEIS) for the Preferred Alternative was alternatives being considered. Project team
approved, and final engineering designs for members will be present to answer questions
the Western Section of the Northern Beltway and discuss the project one-on-one.
were presented for comment at a Public
Hearing in 1996. Anyone desiring additional information may
write Missy Dickens, P.E. at NCDOT,
Winston-Salem Beltway Reevaluation In 1999, a lawsuit was brought against the Project Development and Environmental
NCDOT TIP No. R-2247 Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Analysis Branch, 1548 Mail Service Center,
and the NCDOT because of alleged Raleigh,ﬂ)c 2;699‘15(4981-9)31712;11;‘%’41130 be
ca: . deficiencies in the FEIS. As a result, right of contacted by phone at - ext.
Citizens Informational WOkahOp way acquisition and construction for the 218, by fax at (919) 733-9794, or by email at
project were stopped, and a reevaluation mdickens@dot.state.nc.us.
When: Tuesday, November 27, 2001 process for the FEIS began.
4:00 pm — 8:00 pm Continued on page 3.
As part of the reevaluation, the NCDOT
Where: Calvary Baptist Church developed two alternatives that would not
(Corner of N. Peace Haven Road involve building a freeway on new location.
and Country Club Road) Instead, these two alternatives would

improve and widen several existing
roadways in the study area. These
roadways are listed on pages 2

and 3.

Continued on page 2.

Citizens Informational Workshop

See inside for more details!
Date: Tuesday, November 27, 2001

Location: Calvary Baptist Church
5000 Country Club Road
Winston-Salem

Mark your calendar!
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Al’rernc’rive RV-A

Alternative RV-A would widen portions of
the following twelve existing roadways to
provide improved north/south access in the
project area. These roads would be
widened to four-lane roadways with grass
medians and 200 feet of right of way.

Alternative RV-A is approximately 22
miles long.

Lewisville-Clemmons Road

©O

Styers Ferry Road
Country Club Road
Meadowlark Road
Olivet Church Road
Spicewood Drive
Grandview Club Road
Reynolda Road
Robinhood Road
Shattalon Drive
Murray Road
Bethania-Rural Hall Road

@OPL®OOLOL

Al’rerna’rive RV-B

Alternative RV-B would improve portions of
the following seven roadways that are
projected to experience reduced traffic
volumes with the Preferred Alternative in
place. These roads would be widened to four-
lane roadways with grass medians and 200
feet of right of way.

Alternative RV-B is approximately 27 miles
long.

Silas Creek Parkway *

Shattalon Drive

Reynolda Road

Polo Road

Peace Haven Road

Olivet Church Road

QO®OOE

Meadowlark Drive

*Silas Creek Parkway is currently four lanes
wide. It would be widened to six lanes by
constructing an additional lane in each
direction to the outside of the existing lanes.
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A fernative RV-A Alternative RV-B

w hat’'s Happening? itizens Informational

Continued from Page I e eeeeetssseaaaa s Workshop Scheduled
ontinued from Page Most of the roadways improved as part of ) . : P

These two alternatives, called Alternative RV-A and Alternatives RV-A and RV-B are two-lane The NCDOT would like to thank Calvary Continued from page 1

Alternative RV-B, were developed based on two main
benefits that would be provided by the Preferred
Alternative. These benefits are:

» Improved north/south connectivity in western
Forsyth County and,

» Congestion relief for the area’s roadways.

roadways. Under either alternative, the
two-lane roadways would be widened to
four-lane roadways with grass medians and
200 feet of right of way. Sharp curves
would be straightened, steep grades
flattened, and some intersections would be
realigned.

Baptist Church for use of their facilities.

The church has offered their facilities to
promote cooperation and communication
in the local community and does not take a

position on this project.

In accordance with the American Disabilities Act,
NCDOT will provide auxiliary aids and services
for disabled persons who wish to participate in the
workshop. To receive special services, please
contact Ms. Dickens (see page 1) as early as
possible so that arrangements can be made.
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