
SAFETEASAFETEA--LU LU ---- Section 6002Section 6002

Efficient Environmental Reviews Efficient Environmental Reviews 
for Project Decisionfor Project Decision--making making 
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SAFETEASAFETEA--LU LU ---- Section 6002Section 6002

Environmental Review ProcessEnvironmental Review Process
CoversCovers

documents under NEPAdocuments under NEPA
other permits required under Federal lawother permits required under Federal law

Applies toApplies to
EISEIS
other projects as determined by FHWAother projects as determined by FHWA

Performance MeasurementPerformance Measurement
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Section 6002Section 6002
Lead AgencyLead Agency

USDOT lead agency in the environmental USDOT lead agency in the environmental 
review process for a transportation projectreview process for a transportation project
state or local government sponsoring the state or local government sponsoring the 
project that receives Federal fundsproject that receives Federal funds
any other agency any other agency –– optional.optional.
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LEAD AGENCYLEAD AGENCY
Roles & ResponsibilitiesRoles & Responsibilities

facilitate expeditious resolution of the facilitate expeditious resolution of the 
environmental review processenvironmental review process
ensure EIS is completed according to NEPA & ensure EIS is completed according to NEPA & 
applicable lawapplicable law
compliance w/ design & mitigation commitmentscompliance w/ design & mitigation commitments
define purpose and need after involvement of define purpose and need after involvement of 
the public & agenciesthe public & agencies
determine the range of alternatives for determine the range of alternatives for 
consideration (and methods of analysis) after consideration (and methods of analysis) after 
involvement of the public & agenciesinvolvement of the public & agencies
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Section 6002Section 6002
Coordination PlanCoordination Plan

Must be established by lead agency Must be established by lead agency 
Must address agency, public coordination.Must address agency, public coordination.
MayMay be incorporated into interbe incorporated into inter--agency MOU.agency MOU.
MayMay be programbe program--wide or projectwide or project--specific.specific.
MayMay include a project schedule, in include a project schedule, in 
consultation with participating agencies.consultation with participating agencies.
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Section 6002Section 6002
Coordination PlanCoordination Plan

COORDINATION POINTS:COORDINATION POINTS:
Notice of Intent publication and scoping Notice of Intent publication and scoping 
Development of Purpose and NeedDevelopment of Purpose and Need
Identification of range of alternativesIdentification of range of alternatives
Collaboration on methodologiesCollaboration on methodologies
Completion of DEISCompletion of DEIS
Identification of the preferred alternative and level of Identification of the preferred alternative and level of 
design detaildesign detail
EIS Completion ScheduleEIS Completion Schedule
ROD Completion ScheduleROD Completion Schedule
Permits, Licenses, Approval Schedule after RODPermits, Licenses, Approval Schedule after ROD
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Project Schedule ConsiderationsProject Schedule Considerations

responsibilities of responsibilities of participating agenciesparticipating agencies under under 
applicable lawsapplicable laws
resources available to the resources available to the cooperating agenciescooperating agencies
overall size and complexity of the projectoverall size and complexity of the project
the overall schedule for and cost of the projectthe overall schedule for and cost of the project
the sensitivity of the natural and historic the sensitivity of the natural and historic 
resources that could be affected by the projectresources that could be affected by the project
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Participating AgenciesParticipating Agencies

participate at the participate at the earliestearliest possible time, possible time, 
especially with regard to purpose and need, especially with regard to purpose and need, 
range of alternatives, methodologies and the range of alternatives, methodologies and the 
level of detail for the analysis of alternativeslevel of detail for the analysis of alternatives
identify issues of concern regarding the projectidentify issues of concern regarding the project’’s s 
potential environmental or sociopotential environmental or socio--enconomicenconomic
impactsimpacts
provide meaningful and timely input on provide meaningful and timely input on 
unresolved issues.unresolved issues.
participate in the scoping process. participate in the scoping process. 
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Cooperating AgenciesCooperating Agencies

are participating agencies, but have a slightly are participating agencies, but have a slightly 
higher degree of authority, responsibility, and higher degree of authority, responsibility, and 
involvement than participating agencies.  involvement than participating agencies.  
have jurisdiction by law or special expertise have jurisdiction by law or special expertise 
whereas participating agencies only have an whereas participating agencies only have an 
interest in the project. interest in the project. 
MAY also adopt (without MAY also adopt (without recirculatingrecirculating the EIS of the EIS of 
a lead agency) when after an independent a lead agency) when after an independent 
review they conclude that their comments and review they conclude that their comments and 
suggestions have been satisfied. suggestions have been satisfied. 

Turnpike 101
11/21/06



Section 6002Section 6002
Comment DeadlinesComment Deadlines

DEIS  DEIS  -- 60 days60 days

other comment period  other comment period  -- 30 days30 days

Turnpike 101
11/21/06



Section 6002Section 6002

Deadlines for Decisions under other LawsDeadlines for Decisions under other Laws

Later date of Later date of 
180 days after ROD; or180 days after ROD; or
180 days after permit application180 days after permit application
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Section 6002Section 6002
Statute of LimitationsStatute of Limitations

applies to decisions by any Federal agency applies to decisions by any Federal agency 
approving a highway or transit project.approving a highway or transit project.
bars lawsuits unless filed within bars lawsuits unless filed within 180 days180 days
after Federal Register notice of decisionafter Federal Register notice of decision
Each Federal agency decision is a separate Each Federal agency decision is a separate 
action; may have separate 180action; may have separate 180--day periods.day periods.
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Section 6002Section 6002
Issue ResolutionIssue Resolution

At the request of Project Sponsor or Governor At the request of Project Sponsor or Governor 
Lead agency convenes a meeting to resolve Lead agency convenes a meeting to resolve 
issues issues 
Notice that resolution cannot be achieved after Notice that resolution cannot be achieved after 
30 days30 days

notify all partiesnotify all parties
Senate Committee on Environment & Public WorksSenate Committee on Environment & Public Works
House Committee on Transportation. & InfrastructureHouse Committee on Transportation. & Infrastructure
CEQ & publish in Federal RegisterCEQ & publish in Federal Register
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Section 6002 Section 6002 –– What It MeansWhat It Means

What Section 6002 DoesnWhat Section 6002 Doesn’’t Do:t Do:

DoesnDoesn’’t reduce resource agenciest reduce resource agencies’’ authorityauthority
DoesnDoesn’’t reduce public opportunities for t reduce public opportunities for 
commentcomment
DoesnDoesn’’t require t require ““rigidrigid”” comment deadlinescomment deadlines
DoesnDoesn’’t alter other lawst alter other laws
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SECTION 6002SECTION 6002

FHWA FINAL GUIDANCE FHWA FINAL GUIDANCE –– Nov. 15, 2006:Nov. 15, 2006:

www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/section6002/2.htmTurnpike 101
11/21/06

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/section6002/2.htm
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