The US EPA defines stormwater as runoff from rain, snowmelt, or other water drainage
from a surface. As stormwater flows over construction, agricultural, and industrial
sites; lawns; or other built-upon or impervious surfaces, such as roadways, roofs, and
parking lots, it picks up trash, debris, nutrients, sediment, metals, and bacteria. If
stormwater is left untreated, pollutants may enter creeks and rivers, and eventually the
ocean. Pollutants in the stormwater may harm aquatic life by interfering with
photosynthesis, respiration, growth, and reproduction, which can lead to a reduction in
the number of fish available for commercial and recreational fishing. Pollutants may
also make contact recreation, such as swimming, unsafe in affected waters.
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